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CHAP. I. 



I 



N the spacious forest of Ardenne, whrch 
in the time of the Romans had extended 
far into Germany, but at this period was 
chiefly confined between Thionville, in 
Luxemburgh, and the city pf Liege, a few 
scattered huts of wood-cufters, the Abbey - 
of St. Hubert, an old monastery burie%l in 
the wood, and at some distance, the ruins 
of a once stately Castle, were all the re- 
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2 THE PEASANT OF 

maiÄS of habitable places that could afFord 
shelter. to the tinfortunate Wanderer, or the 
benighted traveller. 

In /one of those huts resided a very an- 
ci'ent couple, whose existence had been 
prolonged by the duteous, attention, and 
unremitting industry of a young grandson, 
about hineteen years of age, and who had 
• unhappily lost both his parents before six 
' Summers had i-oUed over his head. 

Sensible that to his worthy grandsire he 
was indebted for health, strength, and the 
purest, tho* simplest lessonä of morality, it 
bfecame to this good youth the source of all 
his pleasures, the gratification of his first 
wish, that hteven endued him with powers 
to work for the support of helpless, declin- 
ingage,. 

A very tempestüous day, followed by a 

violent storm . for several hours during the 

night. 



night, in the month of September, hsid 
Ihreatened their Ktfle dwdling with aitirft 
desftniction ; but as the hamble shmb es* 
capes, whflst the lofty oak is töm from Ö»6 
roots, so did the feeble covering of these 
poor foresters remaiii unhurt, whilst the 
ftiry of the wind levelled to the earth many 
of the towering pines that over-shadowed 
the forest. 

When the turbulence.of the storm had 
subsided, and at the first dawn of the morn- 
mg, young Lewis quitted his bed ; eager to 
purste his daily occupation, and no less 
anxious to view the effects of the terrible 
hürricane that häd impressed terror on the 
inhabitants of the humble cot. 

*^ The Äbbey and 0:)hvent,v s^id he, 
'" ingulphed as they are in the bosorfi of a 
thick vrood, have^littl^ to fear from the vi- 
olence of the tempest; and the tall trees* 
tBurrounding them could scarcely extend 

B2 to 
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to the buildings, if they have not escaped 
being tom up. — ^But I fear the remaining 
part of the old Castle is entirely demolished ; 
its battlements are doubtless thrown down, 
and I shall no longer enjoy the extensiv^ 
prospects that I have been accustomed to 
view with equal delight and wonder ! — ^Ah ! 
how much I shall regret the fall of tliose 
lofty towers that hav^been long trembling 
on their mouldering bases/' 

^^ You may deplore its ruined grandeur, 
my son," replied his aged siref, *^ because 
timely repairs and hospitable inmatqs mighf 
have preserved it from a premature decay. 
But such is the instability of all sublunary 
edifices raised to the gratification of vätiity 
^nd pride ;— long since the owners of that 
süperb mansion were crumbled into dust, 
and the heirs, if any such remain, have 
resigned it to the depredations of time, 
and the destructive hands of the lawles§ 

banditti, 






Ardenne forest. I^ 

bänditti^- whö have for years toncealed 
thiemselves in its ruins.'* 

" Well," returned Lewis, *^ as the tem- 
pest hath tom up so many trees, some 
hours öf labour are savedj and I shall there- 
£ote spare a Httle time to walk over to the 
Castle." 

He hastily partook of a breajdast with 
his aged parents ;— after which, accompa- 
nied with their blessings, he flew tl)rough 
the forest towards the spot from whence 
he hacl xlrawn many happy hour^, and 
wheie he had indulged many extravagant 
and Tomantic ideäs, relative tp a world he 
häd never yet seeh; ^ 

Great was his surprise when he beheld at 
a distance the turrets of the castle peeping 
over the trees, and as he advanced nearer, 
perceived the battlements unhurt; they 
having escaped . the fury pf the storm, by 

B 3 its 
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its taking a partial direction^ which hacl 
spared the rocking towers, ^nd felteft -pn 
objects of greater magnitude. 

' Young Lewis was transported to find Iw 
favorite haunt in a State §q different firPHl 
what he expected^ and haai^iy ^sc^nded ^ip 
the stairs of the west tow;er that overloc^ed 
tiie forest, and aiForded a distant view of 
the river MQselle. 

The sun had juj$t emerged from^beWad 
the mountains, — the air was cahn^-^aU'na^ 
ture seemed to enjoy the »oft aereaity of 
the momuig, and his bosom ia uaisoa 
with the peacefol scene ; — ^he ößered up 
his orisons to Heaven with gr»tefiil tapture 
^or the safety of his aged parents and their 
humble cottage; — oor was hß lßS3 thstnkfiil 
that the old castler still i^emm^ as a soüici» 
of plea^ure» wh^a he rda^ fcom . his 
daily lahour« 

■':>.' •/. Ha 
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He had iStood some time wrapped in 
contemptating the beautifiiL suiroundii^ 
scenery, when suddenly he beheld a yoving 
female come from behind the thickest of 
the trees with a Igrgc bündle of wood, and 
apparently enter the k)uth end of the' cas- 
tle^ v^e» stood the ruins of a chapel^ and 
with the whole of that wing, was in a State 
of greater decay than any other part; such 
indeed as had deterred him from venturing 
to e:^amine it^ p^ticalarly as its Situation^ 
locddffi^ only t<nvards a thick wood^ .ol^d 
no gratification to euriosity/ 

Extremely surprised, he descended the 
stairs^ and^ insensible to the dangers he 
had heretofore apprehended, crept softly 
towards the ruined chapel; and as he hahed 
at the entrance heard a Yeeble voice utter 
some inarticulate sounds, which were an- 
swered in tones so sweet , and moijmful that 
they pierced through the heart of Lewis, 

B-i aud 
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arid gave him new and ündescribable 
emotions. 

^^ Cease, my dear fether^ thus to reproach 
yourself, or wound my bosom, by the sup- 
position that I can possibly feel pain in 
performing such duties as are not less vo- 
luntary than necessary. I beseech- you, 
dear Sir^ to spare yourself and me; you will 
get better in a day or two— pray take com? 
fort : — Heaven is most merciful, — re- 
pentance for error cannot pjove unayailing, 
and the sainted object of your regrets is for 
everhappy!** 

Such were the words uttered by a female 
voice^ and which appeared to produce orily 
a, retum of heavy ^ighs frora the person 
f thej^ were addressed to. . 

Lewis stopped a few moments, irresolute 
vvhether he should descend the stairs that 
went into the chapel, or in what manner to 

/ apologize. 
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apologize for his intrusion; for he feit an 
irresistible impulse to view the young per- 
son, with whose voice and language he was 
quite captivated* . 

^ Whilst he stood hesitating pn the edge 
of the stair^ xt siiddenly gave^way, crambled 
linder him, and he feil with some violence 
against th6decayed door; which, unable to 
Support the. shock burst from its: hiriges 

and feil mto the chapeL 

^ ■ - 1^' ■ 

The noise this occasioned^ with the sud* 
den surprise and the screams of the young 
woman, were altogether so iristantaneoüs, 
that though I^ewis was very little hurt, he 
lay for some moments without moving, 
until the invalid feebly advanced and de-,^ 
mianded what had brought him'there?— 
Roused by the quj^tion> 'aad recövering 
from the blow, he got up, stammering out 
an apology ; but before he had finished he 
thfew his ^^yes on the trembli^ig. terrified 
' t , B5 female. 
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fesiale^ and 6topped 8hoit>- his looks m^ 
tentiy fixed cm her, without bdng sai^ 
ftibie that bis ardent gaze was by no meanft 

caiculated to remove her terror. 

t . ■ 

Her fether, not less hiirt, again rdterated 
hk questiori; — ^^What brought you here, 
•!--who is it you want, yoimg maa ?'* 



** Forgive me, Sir/' rq)lied Lewis, -^^ this 
intrusion was solely the effect of accident ; 
I had no design rudely to force myself into 
your presence, and though I acknowledge 
that curiosity > brought me to the stairs that 
<lead to this chapel, yet I was impelled by 
no sinii^r yi€?ws to break in upon your re- 
tirement,— By chance I saw that young 
\voman enter this part o£ the Castle, aiid a 
sndden Impulse of surprise aiid curiosity 
guided me to discover her retreat;— the 
stair broke undei me, and I am reiy muck 
concemed that my imprudence^should hav« 
^eamöned this ftight and disturbance."^ 

' . Whilst 
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Whilst Lowis wa3 speaking^ the father 
and his daughtar had rivetted tiietr eye» 
upon him^ with equal surprise and admi* 
ratian. Nature had been most truly bcuH'^ 
tifui to him in her gifts^ which were not 
sim{>ly confined to his perison^ fbr she had 
enriched his mind wlth a good uader- 
Standings a retentive memorjr, a genius 
that soared above the hümble State of hid 
birth and fortunes,— 4aid with a heart, 
where honoür, integrity, and every soeial 
virtue glowed with as much vardoiiF m if 
he had been bona a prinoe, and inherited - 
xu)btlity of sentiment from a long list oif 
noWe ancestors. 



■ The strangersweK astonished to see a 
fiAe fignre, an engaging open eountenance^ 
a graceful manner, and a style of apealuMg 
thiat would not ha> ' disgraced a coürtier, 
elothed in a peasant's habk, and with a 
wck)d-ciatter's imptemfflts, denoting the 
nature of his employment. 

Surprise 
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Surprise rather of a pleasing kind super- 
ceded terror; the invalid gentleman stag- 
gered back lo his seat, by the assistance of 
Hisf daughter's arm, when, pointing to a 
niche near him,said, "Sit down,young man, 
I confess your sudden , appearance greatly 
alarmed me, but your countehance and 
address are calculated to inspire pleastire 
and confidence rather than fear or suspi- 
cion. — ^Your language and habit do not 
any ways accord, and possibly you are not 
what you seem to be/' 

'^ I am the son of poor parents, Sir, long 
since deceased," replied Lewis, ^'andlhave 
many years supported their^aged parents, by 
my daily labour; — ^I am, therefore, simply 
what I appear to. be, a wood-cutter in the 
Forest of Ardenne. ' ' 

^* You encrease my wonder," retumed 
the gentleman, ^^ by what means have you 
acc|uired the good sense and politeness so 

incompatible 
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incompatible with your birth and Situ- 
ation?" ^^ I do not comprehend your 
question, Sir, — ^mine is the language of na- 
tura, — ^I kriow nothing of politeness but 
the Word, — ^to speak truth on all occäsions 
is the principal lesson that I have' been 
taught-'- 

^^ And the noblest lesson that you can 
adhere to,*' answered the stranger, with 
great emotion, ^^ it is the foundation of 
every moral virtue;-=-if the heart was al- 
ways permitted to guide the lips, mankind 
would cease to be false and deceptive, sus- 
picious and sceptical. — ^Happy youth ! you 
are a stranger to_ the world ; would to 
Heaven that I had been böm an inhabitant 
of this forest, and ppssessed of innocence 
and intuitive knowledge like you." 

'^ Ah, Sir, . but if you had grown old and 
helpless here, without a son to work for 
you,*what a wretched Situation would have 

been 
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been your's ! — Surely those who arc in af- 
fluence ought tö be happier, because thcy 
have not poverty ta fear in the deo'epitude 
öfage/* 

*' You are mistaken in your coilclusion, 
tho' your Observation and , inference ap- 

pearsjust, I cannot *' Hera a sudden 

faintness overs^read his almost exhausted 
frame^ and but for the quick support of . 
Lewis he would haye fallen on the 
pavement. 

The young girl threw herseif on her 
knees, embracing him in agönies beyond 
description ; — she claSped her hands, ^* My 
father } — Oh ! my father !" those were the 
only words she could ntter, her bosom 
throbbed with anguish^ her eyes wild and 
distracted: — Oh, how exquisitely painful 
must have been herfcelings, wheri the re- 
petition of "Ohf my father f" were the 
oniy sounds she had strength to bring 

forth ; 
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forth^ vidiout eren the power to move 
from her beart^^raiding attitude> or afibrd 
the object of her sorrow the smallest 
relief. 

Happily Lewis, wfao had been accus- 
tomed to help and suppprt his aged re-- 
latives, had sufficient presence of mind to 
admiiiister proper asäistance to the unfor- 
tunate oranger; and in a short time he 
recovered his senses, to the inexpressible 
joy of his almöst distracted child. 

When he was somewhat recovered, he 
thanked the youhg forester for his kind-> 
ness: — ^^ A sudden recoUection of sorrovvful 
evenis,'* said he, *^ overpowered my 
strength; — I hare been exhausted by tra- 
vetling, and ! believe the surprise occasioned 
by your fall agitated my ^eaJc frame/' 

9 

^^ I am unfartanate indeed^'* cried Lewis^ 
hurt by these words/ "tfaat by an unwar-» 

rantable 
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, rantable curioaty I should have been the 
cause of increasing your disorder, and shall 
never forgive myself for what I have seen 
this lady sufFer.'* 

^^ You are no ways to blame/* retumed 
the gentleman, " your proceeding was ex- 
tremely natural and pardonable ät your 
age." "At least/' said Lewis, "I can 
protest,' no improper motives gave rise to 
the Impulse that brought me here ; but I 
shall ever deplore it, if this lady does not 
pardon me, and if you refuse to admit of 
my servier tc^ards the restoration of your 
health." ^ 

/^ Alas !" replied he, ^^ the latter is be- 
yond your kindness, or skill, to accomplish v 
the feehle body is sinking fast under the 
mind's disease."- — "But, Sir, you should 
not indulge that disease, for I have been 
taught that^ deäpondency and grief leads to 
despair and impiety/' : 

. ' " No, 
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^^ No, I trust/ to neith^r; — ^but ' it ^ill 
lead me to my grave, wherfj only I cai\ 
know peace." " Surely, Sir, that caJa* 
mity must be of an . uncommon nature 
whöse eure can be fbund only in the 
grave." 

• - • 

^^ Such, my good young man, is that 
which hourly consumes me,— aggravated 
by thö" misery of leaving my cliild> at this; 
period, young, unprotected, and unfprtunate, 
to all the evils thatare atten^ant onhei^sex^ 
innocence,^ and a mind unhacknied in .the 
ways pf the world. Uracious Father to 
the faiherless!" cried he. with energy, 
lifting his clasped hands to Heaven, " bless 
and protect this unhappyorphan;— pre* 
serve to her^ j&^ace and ii^Qcence\ — -iot 
the rest, *^e her, blestProvidence, and 
Square her trials to her proportioned- 
strength!'" i • s 






Lewis, 
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JLewis, ^ceply aflfected, threw his eyes 
altometely on the father and his s\ifFering 
child^ for aome moments mcapable of 
q)ealdng;«— ö gush of tears from the- latter, 
as ehe pressed the eitiaciated hand c^ her 
parent, restored him to speech. — ** Let rae 
entreat you, Sir, to accept of my Services to 
convey ymi tq the hamble dwelling of my 
gran^ather;-^tho* they are not capable 
<>f afl^ding you a^ive assistance, my aged 
p»^e!its wU sooth your sorrows,— will hold 
©ttt leseons of comfort,*— and teach you to 
bear those gri^ that oppress you, without 
sinking vöider them through . a jrepining 
impati^nit spirit.*' 

^^ l thank you,** retumed the stranger, 
*^ for your kind offers, but which, were I 
inclined to accept, I have not strength to 
profit by ; — a vveakhess, hourly encreasing, 
impedes every possibility of being removed 
from hence. — ^But I adore the goodness öf 

Hfeaven that cpnducted you to this spot, 

as 
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te yoi^ inay «asontiaiy sensq my ehild^ aad 
givie jrelief .to.the agomzed bösoin that 
thrdbsaa&w solify fbr her." 



» ; 



^*Teil me^ -BiI»/^ . csiclaimei ^ Lewis, 
^ teach me in wfaat wisy I can be so happy 
as to be instramental to your peace**/ Tin 
energy of bis voice raised the dröopmg 
head af tha afcroi^er to vienw huax witben* 
Gieased wonder:«^^' Whibt: delighted with 
yoor.hun^iulTV*' saidlie^ ^^ I am a^tnoished 
at yöür faunigiaBgtt^ ijrou ca$i not be the son 
c£ a peasant^f^HO, 'tis iinpo68ibl6^**<^you 
wrely ave not the soa of a low-^bom 
foresterf*" 



iC 



And wjhy not ?" retumed Lewis, ^^ does 
poverty of hirth pref ent a man from feel- 
ing cam(iassidn«^frain following the die* 
tate3 of hum«futy ^'-^-^Hasr our Almighty 
Cteataor given ixx tbe vjeb alone, just and 
tonder feeEngs ?— rDoth he deny to the 
poor the knowledge of good aii4 ^'^^ and 

the 
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the duties imposed by oonscience ' and 
hurnanity ?V ^^ Surely not/' anäweredthe 
gentleman, *^ biit . the manner^^tiievilan- 
guage of persons lowly born, and bred in 
obscurityy diätinguishes- them . from others 
whp liave;(the advantages of kigh birth and 
g<tod education;". .:,:;!;: 

; ^^*No döubt; .Sir,'' retumed' Letvi% iirn©^ 
destl3^, *.^ and Lknow iloöiing of these ad- 
vantages;-^-^'tis. the sirhjde laiiguage lif .tfaie 
heart that I.speak, and äie.advioe andex^ 
ampk of my good pare^its that i endeavouF 
to föUow«— rl'assure you that.I am humbly 
bom, but I hope that circumstäiice will 
not induce you toreject my servicee.'*' 

r 

. ^*^I have already:;said," ans\vered the 
stränger, ^^that'I am gratefal to Heaven 
for the ' kindneSwS you ofFer. — ^How far fronl 
hence ig the ■. tlrsüiine Cönvent, or* thö 
Abbey . of . St. Hubert?'' .^^Little ^morö 
than a league/? replied: JJ^yyris.. - *^ I feared 

. they 
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lliey were too distänt for my wishes.— r-But, 
good ycMftfig man, wilLyou solemnly pi'o- 
mise to conduct my unfortunate, dearly- 
beloved child to. that convent;. the only as- 
sylum at pre^nt that can. protect her inno- 
cence when I shall be rdeased from all 
mortal sufFerings — when the sad hour 
arrives that will leave her an orphali ?" 

^^ My father!— my dear, dear father!" 
again exclaimed the agonised female^ sink- 
ing at his feet and covering her face. — 
Lewis was almost distracted^^ '^ I beg,— ^ 
I beseech* you, Sir, to be persuaded to 
leave this damp aqd dreary place ; — I will 
procure assistance to convey yovv to the 
poor but warm dwelling where my parents 
reside.— -I.» witt fly,'* continued . hcy ^^ to 
bring those that shall remove you from 
hence." " . • 

He waited not for an answer, fearfiil that 
it wQuld again repress his ardent wishes, 

but 
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but 8pras)g over the blöken fri^ents^ re- 
gardleßs <rf drmger iforn &e <5nttnbting 
ruins^ to a part <rf the forest where he 
knew some wood-cutters were genetaMy at 
work, and happUy found three young men 
who readily accompanied him back to the 
Castle, where tiiieir wonder was lost in 
compassion for the weak State of the poor 
invalid; — and the viilgar Stare of gaping 
surprise wheh they first cast their eyes on 
the trembling femate, sank into reverence 
and sorrow as they beheld her tender anx- 
icty for th6 accomnKxlation of her father. 

* The friendly peasants bore him gently 
through the forest, whilst his daughter^ ac- 
cepting the {m^ffelfed arm of Lewis, fol- 
lowed«^ in a ^ate of agitätion diörcult to 
describe. ' 

When arrived within a short distance of 

the humide cottage of his grandfather^ 

Lewis quickef)ied h& pace, to prepai« for 

^ the 
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die reception ci such guests m had never 
been ^seeii ii:^ thaft retjred s^t. 

The good dd folks were astontshed to 
behold him enter^ with a bvely gid hang« 
'mg on Hs arm, whose air and man. were of 
a supark»* kind, but In whose countenance 
the traces of grief and anxiety were but too 
visible not to call forth the tendercst in* 
terest in the bosmns of those children of 
natura. Age had not yet palsied their 
fedüngs, nor deprived them of that un* 
taught^ intuitive civility sxid kindness dvA , 
to the afflicted and unfortunate.— -The old 
man rose from his arm chair, and brushing 
off the dust with the skirt of hi& codt, of- 
fa%d it to the lady, whilst the good wom^tt 
exciaimed, ^^ Godd graeiöusl— wha-e have 
you £>imd this poor de^ young madam ^^-^ 
Pray noW sit down, you shall have a little 
spiee wine in a minute/* 

The 



^ THE PEASANT O^ 

^he young woman sat döwn, but not m 
the arm chair, and Lewis hastily explained 
the Situation of the gentleman, who in a 
few minutes was brought in and placed in 
the seat his daughter had declined. Wifh- 
out asking any fiirther questions the good 
dame hobbled about to get some spiee 
wine, her sovereign cordial for all extra- 
ordinajy occasions ; — ^but before she had 
the felicity of experiencing its efficacy, 
the poor invalid feil into successive faint- 
ings, which continued some hours, without 
being capable of swallowing a drop to re- 
vive nature now at its last gasp. 

* 

Whether the spring of life was quite ex- 
hausted, or whether the joyful emotiöns 
which agitated his weak frame, that his ün- 
fortunat'e chijd would not be left desolate 
and alonein the dismal chapel, as he mach 
dreaded, or whetK^ the fatigue of being 
remoyed, had overpowered the small re- 
mains of strength that supported him^ 

cannot 
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cannot be ascertained, — ^possibly all com- 
bined to the same effect ; — ^be it as it may, 
the hour of dissolution was at band, he 
lay speechless and insensible for several 
hours^ tili near midnight, and then expired 
in the arms of bis distracted daughter^ who 
in the same instant feil lifeless on the floon 

' A scene so fraught witb miser}^ as this, 
made a deep Impression on the inhabitants 
of the cottage; the old folks beheid an 
awful event, for which they had long beeii 
preparing themselvös to expect daily in 
their own persons, with reverential Submis- 
sion to the Almighty fiat^ and with heart- 
feit concem and compassion^ for the unfor- 
^tunate orphan — still more helpless and un- 
happy than their own Lewis. 

But who can describe the feelings of 

iiewis^when he saw that lifewasiied fromthe 

emaeiated body of the fether, and seemed 

in the same moment to burst the cords of 
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life that hcld back the sorrowing daughter 
to the earth? His agonies were beyond 
description ! — One of tiie young men had 
remained^and having an active mind^ and no 
fine feelings to weaken his powers^ was Üie 
only one capable of exertion to recover the 
young lady,* and suggest the necessity of 
sending to the abbey, for advice and 
assistance. 

Lewis, who supported the unhappy or- 
phan, now struggling with retuming life, 
caught the sound of the word " abbey, " 
and hastily exclaimed — ^^ O, run ! — fly ! — 
I had forgot, go /to the convent.'* The 
man was out of sight in a moment, and the 
young woman was taken by Lewis into 
another room; for the one in which the 
gentleman had just expired, was his bed 
Chamber, to which he had been carried 
when the successive faintings came on. — 
The good old folks remained wiih the c^rse, 
familiarising themselves to a scene, awfully 

impressive 
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impressive, but fraught with hope and com- 

» 

fort to those, who, like them, had lived 
a blameless life ; and without dread^ looked 
forward to another, and a better world. ~ 

When the unhappy young creature re- 
covered her senses, she looked eagerly 
round the room, then fixing her eye on 
Lewis^ " Where, oh ! wl;iere is my loved 
father ? I cannot— will not lose him for 
ever! my God>for ever!** 

V 

\ 

She burst from the arms that supported 
her, darted into the other room, and feil 
on her knees, snatching the lifeless hand 
that lay on the. quilt; and with a look of 
such inexpressible anguish^ gazed silently on 
the clay-cold emaciated form of the only 
being entwined about her. heart — that a 
burst of tears feil from the aged eyes of the 
venerable pair, and Lewis, who had folr^ 
lowed her, covered his head, as he knelt at 

the foot of the bed. 

C 2 For 
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For some moments a general siletice pre- 
vailed, the overcharged hearts of those pre- 
sent, coiild not find relief in words ; until 
the good old däme, struggling to repress 
her audible sobs, and alarmed at the wild 
and fixed gaze of the distract^ orphan — 
advanced and took her hand. — ^^ My dear 
child/' saitJ she, ^^ you have an Almighty 
Father and protectör in Heayen, he will 
tjomfort the affiicted; if he has recalled 
your earthly parent, his all-seeing eye will 
direct and preserve the orphan he hath 
made such ; he will be a father to the fa- 
therless. — ^We the creatures of his omnipo- 
tence, must bpw in hümbJe Submission to 
his decrees." 

With a heavy sigh, and hands clasped in 
speechless agony, she tumed towardä her 
venerable comforter, and seeing the tears 
still trembling in her eyes^ she rose from the 
flöor,' and pressing the folded hands of the 
good woman between her's, ffeply'd, 

"Pray* 
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. " IVay for m€, pray that I may be enabled 
tö supjJort my heavy lot without impiously 
arraigning the justice of Heaven^ or sinkihg 
mto despondence and despair. AlaSj you 
know not the füll extent of my sad des- 
tiny. — There there/' added she with en- 
creased agony, pointing to her lifelessparent, 
^^ there are entombed all my earthly hopes 
and prospects for ever." 

•She sunk back on a chair nearly suffo- 
oated^ by the heavy sighs ttiat swelled her 
bfpsom^ and choaked further utterance; but 
Bot one tear came to relieve the oppression 
of her heart^ tili Lewis, tlirowing himself on 
bis knees, his manly face pale, and be- 
dewed with the large drops^that chased 
each other down his cheeks, cried out^ 

« 

^* Be more composed, for Heaven's sake 
be more composed, or you will make me 
both impious and miserable — your sorrow I 
cannot bear/' He hid his face in her 
* C 3 gowii. — 
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gown, — " You/' seid she, violently agi- 
tated^ " do you thus g^ieve for ,an un- 
happy orphari; what, then must I suffer? 
How deep are my afflictions, how irrepa- 
rable is my loss^ when oven strangers moum 
my fatel" The face of Lewis again met 
her eamest gaze, as he lifted up his head, 
and in the saine moment a gush of tears 
burst from her eyes, and she feil into hys- 
terics that terrified them almost out of their 
senses» 



CHAP. 
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>£FOR£ 8he was well recovered^ the 
man who had beeh sent to the convent^ 
retumed widi a middle*aged nun^ and an 
dderly priest^ who was confessor to the 
convent^ and who h^pened to he in the 
house^ when the man came^ and tpld his 
sadtale. 

Compassion, and at least^ an equal por« 
tion of curiosity, impelled them to hasten 
with the woodcutter to the cottage of Jo- 

C 4 seph 
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seph Bethier, where they behdd the poor 
young creature exhausted by the violence 
öf the fits which had held her some time^ 
and like a lilly bending under a heavy storm, 
her head hung over the Shoulder of the 
good old dame, whoee soft humanity and 
feebleness of body, was but ill prepared 
tö Support scenes of this nature. 

'^ Who is sfie, what is she,. and where 
did she come from?" were the questions 
proposed by the nun; whilst the priest 
had drawn Lewis aside to hear simikr in- 
terrogatories — ^neither obtained the'desired 
Information. ;The compassion of the good 
cottagers had not waited for the gratäfica- 
tion.of curiosity; like the merciful Sama-*' 
ritan they had beheld a distressed fellow- 
creature, and sought to the best of their 
abilities, to bestow the balm of pity, and 
ofFer their poor assi^tatice te<alleviate the 
sorrows that were beyonid the» drcum^- 
scribed power to eure. 

^^Weü^ 
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^^ Well, but,'* Said the sister, /^ these 
poor people must have a home, or at least 
must come from some where — ^they were 
not dropped from the skies intb the Castle; 
poorthing! I declare she interests me. She 
is recovering, what is your name, my dear, 
who was yoiu- father, whöre did you live V\ 

^ My name, my\ name is? misery ; my 
fölher ! alas, Ihave no father ilow; no mo- 
ther, no relative on earth that 1 know of— 
not, a being in this habitable World to pity 
or relieve me." A fresh burst of tears 
threw her head upon the bosom of old 
Agnes, who tenderly clasped her to her 
heart^ ' 

*' Holy Mary/* cfied the sister^ " this is 
a stiange business, a very odd name^ ^misery, 
and no relaticHis;. possibly without money 
too ; well, I do not see what can bfe donö^ 
rU report it to the abbess— poor tliing ! in- 
deed she interests me^ I pity her greatly ;, 

C 5 biit 
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l^t she mlght tefl her fathesr's name^ and 
where they came from— onecan do nothing 
foc her. a tnere chance miserable,-^-^^^ Can« 
not you tdl/' good youth^ looking at Lewis> 
^^ whether she has any. money or not ?" 

Before hecould replj;^ the »nhappy girl 
raised her head^ and putting her hand into 
h6r pocket, drefw out two louis d'örs, and 
a fewlivres; ^^ here,** seid she meekly, ^^ is 
I believe, all my worfdly wealth, not even 
sufficient to pay my passport to anothCT 
World.'— -Alas ! we hoped to have reached 
the abbey, ^d from its pious inmates to 
have received the last sad offices of soft hu- 
mänity, — but now all is over, I am an in-» 
sulated being, butshort will be my pil- 
grimage y dll I have to implore is a decent 
grave to coyer the dear remains of a 
man of sorrows. — Christian charity is all 
laskr 

^^ Blessed 
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^^ Bleseed Virgin/' exclaimed the pious 
sister^ ^* how the poor child interests me I 
but what can be done if she has i|o 
money? — Our house is poor, very poor, 
and cannot admit pf more inmates ; we have 
scarce bread for ourselves — indeed my poor 
ydung creature, our charity is great^ but 
we are very poor — ^aiid as to the funeral^ 
father, what do you say to that ?'* * 

Happily thfe priest^ though not known to 
he overflowing with the milk of human 
kindness, did feel much compassion for 
the unhappy orphan; he had likewise a 
small degree of respeet for Lewis, and still 
more for the sanctity of his own character» 
all these causes operated to enlarge his cha- 
rity, and propel him to acts of humanity 
and kindness. 

" What a question/' answered he to the 
nun, '^ what do you say to that?" — ^^Tlie 
unfortunate deceased has a right to the of- 

fices 
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fices of die churcb;: I will äpply to the 
Abbey o£ St. Hubert on that head^ and 
surely your lady abbess will not refuse shel- 
ter to this poor orphan.'* 

" Holy Maryforbid/' retumed the eha- 
ritable saster^ a Uttle disconcerted by the 
nnexpected reply, " I will retum and men- 
tion her miserable Situation — ^withoutfriends," 
without money, or any relations. Oh, I 
wish we were but rieh l but our good lady 's 
charity has been a great tax on our fuads; 
we are poor, very poor indeed ! but I will 
do my best to get the poor thing received^ 
jfbr she interests me greatly — ^without 
money, or friends, sad, very sad indeed^" 

Whilst this humane woman uttered her 
repetition of unfeeling nonsense, Lewis 
bled with indignation and terror for the ef- 

» 

fects it might produe^ jon the deeply af- 
fiicted young woman — ^how was he sur- 
prised then, when wfthdrawing herseif from 

the 
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tfie encircling arms of the worthy Agnes^ 
with a collected— dignified air of calm . sor- 
row and resigaation^ she thus addressed thc 
humane, sistßr.. 

*^ Stop, I beseech you, make ntx* wppM- 
cation to the abbess ; I will nc^t be a bur- 
then <Äi the revenues of i/our conveht — ^al^; 
ready so very poor. If these truly good* 
people will ^low me to sit by the lifeless re- 
maihs of my beloved parent, untH this cha- 
ritable man procures for them the last asy- 
lum of a quiet grave, I have no more to ask* 
Nothing for myself, I have no wish to im- 
pose my sorrows upon an already over-bur- 
thened charityJ* 

. The {Mous sister looked awed and asto- 
nished ; she had quick perceptions, ^^ this 
haughty young woman must belong to 
somebody ; she was not a common person — 
the conveiit might eventually be benefited 
through her conneetions/ ' She was instan- 

taneously 
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taneously afFectionate and urgent, the epi- 
thet of ppor creature was exchanged for 
" my dear child, compose yoursdf, — if we 
are poor, we are yet more humane. The 
good abbess will be a mother to yotj, — yes, 
I foresee> you will soon engage her affec- 
tion;— I will run to prepossess her in your 
b^df, — ^we shall soon retum toconduct you 
to our happy asyhim." 

Without waiting for a reply^ she diot 
oot of the cottage, and left every one in it 
disgusted with herselfishhypocrisy, — ^for the 
chahge in her countenance and style, dis^ 
covered the aiteration of her sentiments, 
produced by the innate nobleness of mind, 
that influenced an unhappy orphan to rise 
above the idea of soliciting protection, 
from. the niggard bounty of ostentatious 
charity./ 

The goöd oW Agnes cla^ing her hand, 
excliEiimed, " yes, my dear young lady, if 

you 
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you will accept of our poor fare, here you 
shaU remain for as Icmg as you like — ^ank 
God^ we <k> not want for the necessaiies 
of lifei vTfx^s^Xiot poor, not so very poor 
but can always aÖbrd a gQod m^, if you 
iviU i)e iK) good and sq humble as to eat 
with US. That good youth,'* added she> 
pointing to Lewis, who was leaning against 
the doQr d& if lost in thougljt, ^^ pur^deai: 
gr^odson, never fails to give us game, and 
peas and b^ahß we havß plenty of-^-so you 
will not want for food, ^d I will serve you 
all I can; — tho' old and feeble I ^lave a 
stouthe^, öfid much good will/' 

" You havfi .: indeed, . my dear blessed 
woman," cried the sensitive plant, now, 
besding her head ui^tder a flood of ti^ars, 
caused hj grateful „s»|sibility , whidh a few 
raoments befei^ were dried up by indig- 
Mnt pride. — *-f Heiiv^ has giy^n you a 
heart to pky the fathßrl^^ cqJiajti, ;ind that 
>€upraaie -cC^aU feteasings, a cheerfui ^cc»i- 

tented 
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tented mind, which kings' might envy.-— 
Yes, my dear mother, for a ßhort time, I 
will remain with t/ou ; but I beseech you 
f o indulge me, without restraint, to sit by 
tktat bed where all my affections, all my 
hopes are frozen up in the clay-cold bo- 
som of an only parent," ' '^ 



^^ Oh ! no> dö not, pray do not indu^e 
difespair, and unavailihg sorrow, by retum-^ 
ing to that room/' ^xclaimed Lewis, Start- 
ing.from hisreverie. ' 

• • • • , 

^^ In performing a duty/'*salid shö firmly^ 
f ^ Igratify the dearest feelings of my heart ; 
why should we fly- from the death-bed of 
those most dear to us when alive? 'Tis 

t 

ihere only I can leam due Submission to the 
will of Heavai, Whilst \ contem(plate the 
serenity ofthat face, all my äears and sei- 
fish regi^ets will be hushed into a calm re- 
sighation that will enable' me Xfy rejöiceiri 
his, I hümbly hope, etemal happineSs.: — 

How 
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How great,.have beeii his sufferingSj alasj 
too often aggravated by his tender soli- 
citude for me — ^but^ now, he is at rest^ 
I will bear my' soitows deep in my bo- 
som, and patiently submit to the wilt 
of an Almighty Father wha tempers the 
shom lamb to the windJ' 

She arose} and with- trembling sfceps 
retired to the Chamber of death^ not 
one oppoang her; for all feit abashed 
and confoun<}€ki by the calm dignity of 
her air^ and the solemnity pf her voice 
and words^ 

^^ Good gracious/\ eried old Agnes^ 
^^ she is an angd to besure; yet haw, 
she took on at first poOr .dear soUl ! , I 
believe in my con$cience it was Öiat 
prati?ig cold-hearted nun^ that has given 
her so müch * composure,^-— Oh^ how 
she looked at her!' *J would not 
have had sueh' a look for the worHi 

but. 
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but^ dear Lewis^ teil vis all about vrhere 
you found them/' 

" In the old Castle/* answered he, 
^^'but I caimot give you the particulars 
now— pray be attentive to her, get some- 
thing for dinner^** — ^^ Ycs," said she, 
" and suppose you step to neighbour 
Danois, and ask ibr his eldest daughter 
Janetta to come over and serve her/* . 

"Thank ye, dear mother, ^^ the 
thought, I will run for her immediately /* 

Old Joseph had seen and heard all 
that had paased, not without emotion 
and feeling; but the sadden surprise and 
shock had so Seized upon his faculties, 
thät mute and unheeded he remai/ied by 
the side of the corse, the door of the 
rooms being open, so that he was in a 
manner present, though not one of the 
party. — The entrance of the poor orphan, 

who 



who shut thie door aftw her, caused 
him to Stert jsüddenly with a faint; exdsk* 
mation; the ^:ustlii^ and voice reachin^ 
her ear, she flew to the side of the 
bed. — ^^^ My father,. my father. lives!" 
exclaimed she, and instanlly feil senseless 
on the flopr. ^ 

The noise of her fall, and the pierc-^ 
ixig soünd of her voice, bifoi^ht k 
Pan)e Agnes. Nqt a Httle terrified at see* 
ing her^on the ground, aaid ca8ting^h^ 
eyes cm the bed, ^ bd>eld her hiisband 
fidlmg on it ucross the iifeless body öf 
the deceased« 



jgood dd womon stood for a 
Ddolnent petrified, her lookB alteomately 
directed tb these terrifying^ ofajects ; when 
natural affection impdied her first move- 
ment towards her hutsband,— ^*^ Josqii, 
good gracious', my dear Joseph! why 
what 18 aU ihn sad business?"' She saw 

bis 
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his cyes niove; and : he lifted ohe hand 
which she* took hold . of to raise him*;' 
but alas! that was past her skill. • 

He had been; so- coinplet^y agitatfed 
by the melancholy and sudden^ dtoth oi 
the stranger, so buried in reflection ön 
the uncertain tenure of life, that the 
qutck entrance of the ydung lady, and her 
loud exoIamaäon> altögether ocöäsioimd 
a shock so viölent on his spirit«^ as 
stagnated his sens^s ; and an instant para« 
lytic affection deadened one ^e> and he 
&11 6n the bed; as his astonish^d wife 
entered the room, 

When the poor woman feund he^vas 
mc^able o£ speaking^ of motring him- 
self^ and that all her efForts to assist 
him w»e ineflfectual, her exclamätions 
Mrere loud-attid violent; then running to 
the. unforturiate cause ^ her present .dis- 
tress,, ähe beheld life returhing by- the 

quickness 
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quiekness'of her respiraüan.-— In haste lo 
^Mrinkje a little water on her face, she 
quite deluged her, and unknowing Avhat 
she did, she hastened to 'the bed, and 
bestowed a no less copious shower over 
poor Joseph, who was already but too 
cold. 

In this critical ^noment Lewis re- 
tumed with the young girl. — ^The. scene 
,that presented itself to his view, Jiad 
nearly annihUäted his senses-; -and his 
^ood mbther wringing her hands, cried, 
"Oh, my dear boy, your poor grand- 
fether is just dead, ai\d the young lady 
will die too — ^what a sad, sad day, is 
this to Hier" 

Lewiä divided' by contrary feelings, 
of afFection and duty towards his good 
t)ld pärent', and a nameless undefinp.ble 
impulse that drew him Jtowärds the lovely 
girl lying on the floor, stood for an in- 
stant 
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staut suspended^ when a heavy sigh 
from the latter caused him to fly to her 
assistance ; transported when he beheld her 
eyes open^ and h^r Ups endeavouring to 
articulate^ he tenderly raised her fix>m 
the floor, and placing her in an arm chair, 
luckily saw a cup with the small remains 
of his good mother's spiced wine, which 
he obliged her to swallow. 

This seasonable cordial restored her to 
Speech ; — " My father^ said she, my fa- 
therxlives!" — ^^' Oh, no/* replied Lewis, 
who apprehended her senses were disor- 
dered, '^ oh, no, not in this wörld, but 
Itrust, in IJeaven he will enjoy ever- 
lasting life.'* " I heard him speak," 
Said she, rising and making towards the 
bed, hertremblrög limbs obliged her to 
lean upon Lewis, and then she saw 
pOQr Joseph lying almost lifeless by the 
side of the corse. 

She 
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She stirieked^ and dropping her head 
on the shpulder of the suj^orter^ was by 
him replaced in the chair. ^^ Compose 
yourself, dear lady," cried Lewis, inex* 
pressibly terrified, ^^ it Was the voice of my 
poor graadfather you must have heard> 
though /I cannot account for this sceue of 
distress ; let me beseech you to take com- 
fort, that I may ausist my good mother." 

"/^ Oh, go, go/* retumed she, *^ think 
not of me ; I see too plainly I have been 
under a fatal mistake — ^go, pray go, 
pray go, — ^what sorrow and distre^ have*! 
brought^ into this peaceful cotta^el" 

She cover^ her face, and threw het* 
head back on the chair. . Lewis then 
hastened to Agnes and Janette, for so 
was the young girl called who had ac- 
companied him»— rHe found their efForts 
had been inefFeqtual to lift poor Joseph 
from the bed, the deadness of his limbs 

\ giving 
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giving aflditional weight to his body. — 
He was more successfui, . but he saw at 
the same time that life was at its last 
^ ebb, and the vital spark that animated 
the body had received a shock that pal- 
sied all its ' energies, and would very 
€oon ceaseto beat, 

Almost distracted by the concurr^ce of 
disastrous eyents that had taken place that 
" day; Lewis was just going to €end ofF Ja- 
nette to call in a neighbour or two, when 
the door opened^ and the priest, foUowed 
by the nun, enternd the room. 

Their surprise was extreme to see the 
handof döath upon poor Joseph Berthler, • 
Agnes embracing, weeping, and lamenting 
over hifn ; the unhappy orphan transfixed 
in her^chair, .her eyes wildly glancing over 
the difFereut objects -as the handkerchief .- 

m 

dropped from her €ace ; and Lewis, agi- 
tated, and almost, frantic from the impos- 

sibility 
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sibility, . bs it seemed, o£ assisting eiüier 
the CMie or the other. 

/ • • 

^^ Holy Mary!** !-ci?fe(d the nun, ^^ what 
are we to have another death scene! — Is 
poor Joseph on the verge o£ piirgatory ? 
Dear fatber, exercise your functions, do 
not let the wretched s^iimer depart without 
receiving extreme unctiion^'* > 

. \* , 

^^ Wretched sinner ! " repeated Agnes, 
^tadiog up as die priest adyanced to the 
dykig ♦man,«^^^- we are all skiners na 
doubtj but my good hiaaband was always 
an honest, worthy man ; he had charity in 
his^ )\eart fot »every fellow creature — he 
never denied to share his iittle mite with 
ev^y poor, or unl^appy child of sorrow^^-ri 
he did all the good he could; his chil- 
dren were honest and virtuoiis — ^he trained 
np ithis youth to do. his daty towardsGod 
aftd Mao. Ahd Jet mö teil yowjJiDlytmo-j 
ther, that on your death-bed^ I larMi you 
vöx. I. ' D to 
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to leave the world with the same upright 
conscience that will carry my poor Joseph 
to Heaven. Yes, I humbly trust, to Hea^ 
veriy in the Lord's good time.'* 

There were some points in this Speech 
that surprised and displeased the nun — nor 
was the priest entirely satisfied with it ; but 
£he former, tlirowing a disdainful glance on 
the good old woman, again urged the priest 
to prepare the sacrament. AlasI before 
any such preparations coüld take place, 
«carcely had she spoken, when without a 
groan, the spirit of a just and worthy man 
fled to Heaven. While Agnes, droppiijg 
on her aged knees, itnplored tte Almighty 
Father of the pure in spirit to receive his 
^soul into everlasting happiness. Amen, was 
solemnly pronounced by all present, who 
were afFected by the eamest supplication of 
die pious woman, and joined with the 
priest in prayers for the salvation öf the 
deceased. 

. The 
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The sudden event had at firsjt terrified 
the good Agnes, büt she had long been 
preparing herseif to expect it from age and 
infirmity ; and the poignancy of her feel- 
ings being blunted by time, and the loss of 
her children, when assured that all was 
over, and that her beloved husband was 
rieleased from life without pain, or even a 
Single struggle with the grim tyrant death, 
she rose from her knees, and brushing ofF 
the large drops that feil on her fuirowed 
cheeks — ^' In a little while/' said she, 
" we shall meet agäin !— And now let us 
tum to this poor lädy, who hath had dis- 
mal scenes enough for one day, What 
shall we do to comfort her?'* 

*' Why,'' answered the nun, looking 
very important, " I told you how much she 
interests me, so I have been pleading hard 
for her to our Lady Abbess, and the bles- 
sed virgin crowned my prayers with suc- 
cess. Our lady was so moved by my elo- 

Da quence 
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quence, that notwithstanding the poverty 
of our house, and its reduced grandeur, 
shß has consented to receive her into 
the jConvent, until some plan can be 
deviscd for her future, support. — • Poot 
thiug," added she, shrugging up her 
Shoulders, ^^ 'tis a sad case indeed^ 
neither money nor friends ; but very lucky 
for her that I came here, another per- 
son might not have been interested for 
her as I ani." 

^^ My son/' said the priest to Lewis, 
before any answer could be retumed to 
the nun, " I have obtained permission 
to inter the deceased stranger in the - 
burying ground belonging to our abbey, 
provided he was a good catholic; and 
your worthy grandfather shall share the 
same grave. — Speak, my good child/' added 
he, addressing the young lady, ^^ was your 
father of our holy mother church,-r-will you 
infonn me of bis name aud condition ?'* . 

'' The 
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" The latter I - cannot do^'' answered 
she, in a solemn impresslve voice, bat I 
can declare upon my sacred honour, that 
he was a true catholic ; and that tho' his 
destiny has been unfortunate, he has never 
been designedly criminal, to , the best q£ 

m 

my knowledge and bdief." 

'^ Enough, my child, he shall häve the 
rites of burial^ and our prayers for his soul : 
Biit what name shall be inscribed on his 
coffin?'* 

She pauied ^ moment at this question, 
then answered, /^Simply the init^als of 
A. C. M. aged forty-seven.** 






€C 



Forty-seven!'* exclaimed the nun, 
^ why he looks sixty at least.'* — ^^ Sor- 
row/* fetumed she, deeply sighing, '^ has 
indeed given to him all the appearance of 
age; — ^very hope in life cnielly blighted, 
and a never-ceasing corroding anxietyat his 

D 3 heart. 
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Keait, has furrowed his f^ce with the 
marksof time, and dragged him to a pre- 
mature grave.'* • 

She covered her face again, but her 
stifled sighs, and audible sobs, could not 
be repressed from reaching the ears of all 
present, and inspiring the mo'st heart-felt 
concem in the bosom'of Lewis. 

The priest who had been attending to 
a whisper from the nun, again tümed to- 
wards Lewis, and drawing him into the 
other room, enquired more particularly 
conceming the deceased, supposing that 
the young man knew more than he chose 
freely to reveal. 

But his curiosity could obtain no gta- 
tification ; Lewis was equally a stranger to 
their name and circumstances. — ^^ Häd 
they no property, no valüables or clothes 
with them ? — Surely they could not be en- 

tirely 
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tirdy destitute of necessaries-— how were 
they to exist?'^ 

'^ A small trank, which the young lady . 
gave into my hand, and a' parcel, which I 
believe contains some linen, were all I saw, 
and all that was brought here with them." 

'^ Well, and what is in the trank, and 
where is it?" eogerly demanded the nun, 
who had foUowed . them close, unobserved 
by Lewis. 

" What is in it?** replied Lewis, in- 

. dignantly, tumii^ quick upon her, ^^ how 

should I know, or who should dare to ask 

the question ?— ^There it is,'* added he, 

' pointiifg to a red leather trank, about ten 

inches deep, and a foot and a half long ; 

" but its Contents are sacred, whatever 

they may be ; and with my life I will pro- 

' tebt har, and whatever belongs to her, 

from insult or peculation.'* 

D 4 The 
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The ntm and the father absolutely 
stared, as if frightened by the energetic 

language of the young peasant ; who was a 

♦ 

. stranger to the former^ and consiequently 
language so little appropriate to his Situ- 
ation, excited her wonder, and stimulated 

\ her etemal curiosity to know sometliing 
inore of him also. 

The priest had often ipet the young 
man in the forest; artd a certain air öf 
intelligence above the common wood-cut- 
ters, had induced him to enter into fre- 
quent^ conversations with hirti, in the 
course of which he discoveiied an un-^ 
eommlon share of under?tanding, azid 
powers of great capability. Added t!d 
which, hia general character smong ibß* 
peasantry,. as the belst young man in the 
lieighihourhood, and the chief support of 
his ^ged Elatives,, had impressed the priest 
with a respect for him, far above what he 

was 
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was entitied to hope for, from the hum- 
bleness of his Situation. 

But though heliad often admired the 
good sense of Lewis, he was not preparecfe 
to expect in him a delicacy of mind, and 
an energy of character, superior to imper- 
tinent curiosity, and with a resolution to 
cherish and protect the unfortunatc ^^ at 
the hazard of his life.*' 

The nun and the father exchanged sig-« 
nificant I00&, but the trank was the chief 
olgect of her regnirds. Its size was not 
kompetent io contain wearing apparel^. 
eonsequehtly there must be söme valuables;. 
för though the young stranger had freely 
exposed thejowness of her purse^ it was 
not consistent with reason to believe they 
were without some resources, and she in- 
stantly, and charitably concluded^ there 
were both falsehood and deception in the 
' reseryo of the orphan girl — and that con- 

D 5. scious^ 
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scious gtrilt had tied her tongue from a 
disciosure of their name and circumstances. 

But these charit^ble mferences of her's, 
by no means operated to impede her ia- 
.tention of taking her to the convent. — 
Avarice had suggested scheniies that in- 
fluenced her to retum into the other room, 
and press the innocent afflicted girl ta ac- 
company her iramcdiately to that asylum. 
" No," Said die, " I have already declared 
I will stop here tili the last melancholy 
duties iire paid to my father . — I thank you, 
my good mother, and request my duty to 
your Lady Abbess, who has so generously 
consented to receive me; whether I shall 
avail mysdf of her benevolence I know 
not, at present I can determine upon no- 
thing but to remain with this good woman, 
who has like me to moum the loss of those 
most dear to her.'* 
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^^ Aha!" thought the min, ^^ now you 
have beträyed yourself; if you had nofe 
some gbod things . in- reserve, you would 
not hesitate tö enter a habitation where 
you may-be maintained free of expence,— - 
Very well, my pretty one, but you shall 
not escape us, in this manner." 

Whilst these ideas floated on her mind>» 
and she regarded the young woman ia 
profound silence, the priest was assuring 
her of his friendship, and gave her to un- 
derstand that to his charitable exertionsr 
alone, she wöuld • be indebted that her de- 
deased parent was allowed a decent binial.. 

Humbted by the continual repetftiön o£^ 
the word charity, and with a bosom, la- 
cerated by sorrow, a mind overpowered by 
a thousand painful retrospections, sha 
clasped her hands together in an agony« 
that penetrated to the heart of Lewis. . 
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*' I feel/' Said she, *^ the wei^t of all 
these obligations in thehr fuU force— the 
God of mercy will reward your good inten- 
tions^ afid the unhaf^ ^itherless CHrphan 
will ofFer up her orisons to Heaven to blesd 
you for your good deeds; but I beseech 
you to leave me alone, my head is disor-- 
dered, my mihd disturbed, I cannpt any 
longcr Support conversation/* 

As they saw she really looked faint, an* 
almost ^nking from her seat, the nun and 
the priest took leave for the präsent ; the 
fbrmer assuririg her of her zeal for her hap- 
pincss, the latter telling Lewis of necessary 
particulars relative tö the interment of the 
two deceased perscwis* 

At length they reluctanlly departed, pro- 
mising what was not solicited by any one> 
** that they would come again the following' 
day, to console, and teaeh them proper Sub- 
mission to the will of Heaven/' 



(S 
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^^ I am Stire," isaid the good woman, 
^^ that / do submitj and want none of their 
consolements to teach me my duty. My 
dear good 'man and I lived in love and har- 
mony with each other, and in charity with 
the world, and we shall very soon be joined 
sigain ; for I feel as if I had lost the friend 
of my heart, and that heart will diortly be 
cold in this life, and receive new life with 
him in the world to come/* 

^' My dear mother,'* cried Lewis, ^Mc^ 
not encourage desponding ideas ; endeavour 
to cheer this lovely mourner, whose droop- 
ing spirits are exhausted by the calamities 
of Ulis eventful day." 

" Both causes and events are in the di« 
rection of Providence/* answered the young^ 
lady^ ^^ and Submission to it^s decrees is our 
sacred dirty ; but when I see the grief and 

tarouble I have brought into this house> my 

• 

sorrows are doubly augmejited, and I gw- 

liot 
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not stifle my regrets that we consented to 
your kind importunities, and that such 
well-meant assistance to the unfortunate^ 
should have cost you so dear." 

The worthy Agnes observing the faint 
voice in which she spake, pressed her ta 
lie down, to which she made no Opposi- 
tion, but retired into the bed room be- 
longing to the good couple now so sud- 
denly separated. 

The niany occurrences of the day were- 
now discussed between Lewis and his 
grandmother ; and though both sipcerely. 
loved the departed Joseph, yet neither feit 
that poignancy in afiiiction which in early 
life attends the loss o£ those most dear 

to US. 

That grief which fixes on the heafrt, is- 
rarely feit in the downhillofbur days,.when» 
Ü\e feelings are palsied by age^ . or a long 

endurance 
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^idurance of evil. Agnes had accustomed 
herseif -to think, and to talk of death, as a 
fnendly passport to another world; and 
having witnessed its iron hand so gently 
laid, as to close for ever the eyes of two 
fidlow creatures, almost without a sigh, 
ahd in no visible pain, she seemed to re- 
gard the stroke as an inevitable one, that 
wQuld sbon arrest her own steps^ and to 
which she look^ forward without terror or 
apprehension. 

^^ My dear boy,'* said she, ^^ your du- 
tiful cares for your aged parents will soon 
be at an end, and God will reward you 
for all your good deeds. — ^Ypu will shprtly 
be at liberty to seek for your öwn support 
alone, and to quit the forest, to find better 
employment. But my dear Lewis, never 
let your heart be corrupted by a commerce 
with the World ; preserve your virtues, your ' 
integrity, and humanity, You tniy be 
scomed for the lowness of your birth, 

for 
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I 

for the meanness of your employments— • 
but honest endeavours will always pro- 
cure you a maintainaiice ; and whilst you 
can enjoy a good conscience, free from seif- 
reproach, or conscious shame, 3K)u will be 
happier, my son, than the lordly heings, wha 
may seem to despise your humble sitxiation.'*^ 






My dear mother,'* excraimed Lewis^ 
why all these admonitions just now^ I 
trust that I shall never depart from the 
-paÜis of truth and integrity — do not sup- 
pose that I feel my duty to you as bringing 
with it trouble and eonstraint ; 'tis the chief 
pleasure of my life tocontributeto your com- 
forts, therefore say no more on that head.**^ 

*' Well, then, my beloved son, let us 
talk about the poor young bdy; — ^what 
do you think of her?'*^ 

*^ I feel her sorrows to my very soul^^* 
answered Lewis, *^ and I confese also that 

l 
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I am not prgudiced in favour of the nun — 
but possibly the Lady Abbess may be a 
difFeröit woman ; yet I cannot help feeling 
regret, and much relucteiice against the 
necessity that seems to urge her to make 
the convent her future asyluai." 

" I see no such necessity/' returried she 
warmly, " if she will accept of cyar homely 
fare^ she is as welcome^ as if 'ihe were my 
nearest relation, to remain Viere with us.** 

. iicwis made ncxrcply, bat by a sigB, ^nd 
s getitle mdjvisxatksnt of hid head^ fbr h» tia*- 
terral gocxl seme j. and intuilike idea <rf de^ 
corum^ poinfcßd ta bno at once the imprct- 
priety of a k>vdy young and lanprotedted 
girl residing vrith his aged mother, and 
himself; and whilst bjs reason spalte, 
against it, his bosom heavfed ä sigh q£ 
r^gret, at the imperious dictat^s of pru- 
dence^ that militated again$t his Tvidaes, 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. III. 



-—<♦€•►►►»— 



A. 



Melancholy saobieasj the comequenoe 
of a sleepless night to the inhabitants of the 
cottage, päraded each countenance when 
they met in the moming. hewis, however 
reluctant to leave his motber and her guest, 
was under the necessity of going to the 
Ahhey of St. Hubert^ to attend the Orders 
öf the fratemity. 

» 

.Janettewas handy and attehtive^ she^n- 
gaged to render eveiy Service in her power. 

The 
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The young lady under an evident oppres- 
sioii of grief, yet spake more coUected 
and calmly than could have been ex- 
pected — she pressed the hand of Agnes 
with great tendemess, " We are fellow 
moumers," said she, '^ but we do not 
moum without hope. Virtuous men have 
their reward in Heaven, and the path 
is before us to follow thdr^ stepS, and 
be re-united to them here^er. — ^Let us re- 
flect on that hppe, xny good woman, and 
bow with Submission to the decrees of 
Providence." 

" You are a dear sweet ängel," replied 
Agnes^^lifting her hand to her trembling 
lips, ^^ yes, you were sent to be my 
comforta*.-— Joseph was inde^d a virtuous 
man — in his youth he was Steward to 
a- great Lord; his father, an honest far- 
mer, and tolerably rieh, had him taught 
at a good school which was kept by my 
&ther^ and there it was we began to 

love 
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\ove each other-^and so when Josephl 
grew up, the lord of our villagei hearing 
ef his göod character and iHiderstanding^ 
made him hiö Steward; upon which he 
courted me, and with our parents' con- 
soit, we were married. 

^ \ ■ 

*^ Ah ! madam^ those were happy days, 
we had several^ ehildren> but only one lived, 
the father of our good Lewis. But in^ 
that tkne sad changea hs^pened ; our young 
bwd went to Paris, and to Italy, to England, 
and the lord knows where besides— and he 
feil into bad Company, sperjt a deal of mo- 
tt^, häd' aU his timber cut down, racked 
the poop teiiants, and grieved my poor Jo- 
seph to the^ very stouJ, who was often writ- 
ing and advising him to no purpose. 

^' At length äfter five years absence, 
home he came to the* country, with a fine 
gay madam, not a wife, and she live^i at 
such a rate, in th^t summer, that mort- 

gages 
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gages upon mortgages vrere made to the 
farmer general — ^and in short;, half broken- 
hearte^i at such doings, Joseph one day 
talfced to my lord pretty . roundly, before 
fiiadam, who flew in a pas^on, .abused him, 
and oMered him to give in his accounts, 
and leave her Castle ; — Ä<?r Castle ] a wicked 
wöman! 

^^ \VelI, madam^ poor Joseph, though 
he loved and respected his master, could 
not be sörry to go when he coiüd no longer 
do good to his lord or his tenants ; so he 
made up his accounts and was dismissed. 
He then took a farin of his own, and 
we went ön comfortable and happy, if 
we were not rieh. 

*^The father of Lewis was a good son, 
and helped as he grew up to manage 
the farm, and before he was twenty, he 
married the orphau. daughter of a milier, 
who left her nothing but an ic^xample of 

honest 
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^^ Oh, dreaäfid!" eatclaimed the young 
; lady. — " Heaven sure' must have inspired 
you with fortitudßj to sup^rt isuch c^Ua* 
!«nities without ßihking.imderthem.'^ 

, , ... r 

I . - 

1 

**^ True,'\ resumed Agnes, ^^it'was the 
goodness of Heaven that preserved our 
^lenses^ — ^for our calamities did not end Here. 
. We had leased the hoüse arid adjorning 
ferm. My husband had önly a small estate 
of his own, on which there ^WAas no house> 
about a mile from iis ; for my good Joseph 
was not like many Stewards vvho gtow rieh 
at their masters' expönoe^ — he was the soul 
irf integrity, he disbursed n^any pounds of 
ius own 'inbney, tö ease4he poortenants, 
hut nev^er M'i'onged his lörd of a crown — 
therefqre when di^ksedi smaB were the 
advantages He had to' shew for his Services. 

-■»'..', ;•. > . 1 r/ . ■ •■ • ; 

'^' "Well mad^y the fite'hafving coh- 
sumed the leased house, the landlord seized 
upon our small estate, to reimburse him- 
. ; ' ^ seif. 
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seif, and he being rieh, a fermer general, 
against whose power there was no appeal, 
not only possessed himself of that, bot 
of another little farm, bequeathed to vis 
by my husband's fäther — ^and we were left 
destitute, deprived of all, 

" In vain the whole village sued to this 
hard-hearted man, he was immovable as a 
Tock. The kind neighbours ofFered to 
raise a little . subscription for us, but my 
Joseph Said, he had health and strength 
yet to work, and l^ewis could help him. 

^^ We left the village, and took this hut 
in the forest ; it was a sad place — ^we have 
done all we could to make it comfortable. 
Several friends sent us little pieces of fur- 
niture, beds and such things ; and the mi- 
nister of our parish dying about that time, 
left US twelve louis a yeär, which was a 
noble legacy. 
TOL. I. E *^ Joseph 
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'^^ Joseph and Lewis tumed wood-cutters, 
but for the last six years, popr Joseph 
failed; age and the rheumatism rendered 
him incapable of work — ^and he has been 
long decUning, and daily expecting his 
recal to Heaven, where all his sufFerings 
are over, and his integrity and goodness 
will mect reward. 

^^ My dear Lewis is now near twenty ; 
he will soon have to close my eyes, and I 
humbly trust, that our Almighty Father 
will protect and reward his unceasing duty 
to US from infancy to the present hour. 

" Thus, Lady, I have told you our little 
history — the sufFerings of a humble pair, 
who have feit every calamity that can befal 
humanity ; and have only been supported 
by a good conscience, and the blessed hope 
bf a better world. Forgive me if I have 
tircd you, but I think it right to shew you> 
how many are the sorrows and accidents 

that 
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that may overtake even those in humUe 
life; and that there is no condition^ age, or 
sex, exempt from misfortunes incident to 
human nature.'* 

" My good, my worthy mother!" ex- 
claimed her young auditress, warmly em-^ 
bracing her, " I feel the füll Intention of 
your kindness, and will learn from you to 
bear my sorrows as becomes^ a reasonable 
being and a Christian. Your's have been 
severe trials indeed^ but I no longer won- 
der at the good sense and humanity of 
your son Lewis, which I thought extraor- 
dinary in a mere peasant — though his birth 
is humble, the examples before him, and 
the lessons he has been taught^ have given 
him a heart and sentiments that woul'd 
dignify a Coronet." 

Agnes^ delighted tp hear her Lewi$ 
praised, feit such a warmth pf affection 
towards .her guest, that she rather abruptly 

E 2 cried 
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cried out, " Then you will stay with me 
and my dear boy ?'* " For a short time, 
tny dear mother, I will accept your orfered 
kindness. r— It was the intention öf my 
much lamented parent to place me in the 
convent, and go himself to the Äbbey of 
St. Hubert — ^but I believe he was not 
aware that those rdigious hoiises were so 
Very poor.'* 

"Ah!" cried Agnes, significantly 
Bhaking her head, " the nuns and priests 
!ove money füll as much as those who re- 
Bide in the world. Charity is cold enough 
€xcept in profession, for when put to the 
proof, thdr protection is rarely extended 
but to such as can pay for it.'* 

" Yet/* retumed the other, *^ you 
heard the nun assure me of a reception 
there; and the priest has undertaken all 
öife Cxpenceis for my beFoved father*s 

*' True/' 
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'' True/* replied Agnes, '' but I still 
think'^they believe you have some property ." 

'^ I know not/' said the young lady, 
^er a pause, " what may be contained in , 
a small trank I brought here, I believ^ 
*tis chiefly papers. Will you examine bis 
pockets, the key is in one of them; per*, 
haps . it may be nepessary to open the 
trank, though I do not expect any thihg 
of consequence, as I know my dearest fa- 
ther seemed anxious that the litüe money 
I had, shouldliold out tili we reached the 
consent/! 

Agnes soon brought her the key, also 
lihe trank ; and then leaving the room, she 
Said, ^^ Excuse me, dear Lady, if I am 
too frefe in .cautioning you, whatever may 
be contained in that trank of value to 
yourself, or pf consequence to your future 
welßgre, unless obliged by necessity, or in 
compliaace with the will of your fäther, 

E3 do 
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do not make confidants of the nun or the 
priest — know them well first, before you 
trast them. Keep your o\vti secrets, if yöii 
have anj that materially affect you ; for 
thdugh I know little of the world or its 
inhabitants, I well remember the in- 
ßtructiöns of my father, and good counsel 
of poor Joseph, not to rely upon hasty pro- 
fessiops of regard, nor disclose yöur affairs 
* to those who have no concem in them." 

The young lady could only answer with 
»her tears, and a slight inclination of her 
head ; for the key and the triink had re- 
yived so many unpleasant occurrences— - 
had^ recalled to her mind such a number 
of melancholy scenes, that it was several 
minutes before she was capable of going 
through the examination she thought a ne- 
cessary duty. 

' She had been above two hours alone, 
when Agnes a little uneasy, knocked at the 

door. 
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door, ^^ Speak my dear child, and teil me 
you are well ; that is all I want to know." 

« 
« 

Startled from a painfiil reverie, she rose, 
öpened the door, and flinging her arms 
round the neck of the good woman, ^^ My 
döar mother, how kind you äre! Yes I 
am well, well as I can possibly be with 
a lacerated heart, that bleeds at every pore. 
Heaven support me to de my duty, and 
obey the ?acred will of him Avho gave me 
being, now, alas, no more!" 

A fresh gush of teai's streanued down her 
face as she hung over the Shoulder of 
Agnes, whose aged eyes overflowed as she 
pressed her to her bosom. 

In this speechless sorrow they were 
found by Lewis, who was inexpressibly 
shocked at the moving scene. — " Take 
comfort, madam, — ^I entreat you, my tlear 
mother, do not thus give way to grief for 

£ 4 an 
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an event you have long expected, and. I» 
hoped was prepared to meet with patience.** 

^^ Xrue my child/* said she, wiping ofF 
the natural drops, *^ I am v&y wrong, but, 
this sweet lady^ — ^\vho but mü$t grieve &m 
' hei"? However," added dhe, riaing, ^^ 1, 
should rather give an example of fortitude. 
to her, than weaken her tnind by the fee^ 
blei^ess of. mine. My good young lady^^ 
let US sedc for consolation from above, and 
not give way to unavailing soirow for, thojsa 
who are removed from all pain and care/* 

The fair moumer was tiying tiocompos^ 
. her &iatures> when, before i^e could speak, 
the nun entered. — ^^ Well, my prel^ty child^ 
how are you ? I am come ambassadress of 
good Ecws ; OUT jtady Abbess: conaents to 
receive you, and i't will be your owa feult 
i£ you are liot Ixappy. Ah ! my dear child^ 
what a blessing to be 6u! removed fitun 
tbe tempations^ of the vmü worId-*-to liv^ 

in 
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in perfect love and harmony, free from dö- 
ceit, selfishness and pride. — Yes, my sweet 
lamb, I will be a mother to you ; I will coun* 
sei you, and inform you who you are to be 
attached to, what conduct you shall observe^ 
and of those among the sisterhood^ w1m> 
you are to avoid as improper and infectious 
Company.'* 

*^ How," cried her intended pupil, ^* have 
you improper persons to associate with ia 
your convent? I thought all the sistess 
were pious/ good and charitable — all re- 
Ugious^ and dead to the foibles of the 
World." 

% 

" No doubt, no doubt/' answered the 
nun hastily, " but eveiy one though good 
and pious, is not equally good tempered, nor 
quite so obliging as some others. — ^Holj 
Mary^ forbid we should have any but 
pious sisters in our heuse ! But you are 
very young, and I would recotnmend 

E 5 you 
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you to those most smted to your age and 
disposition.'* 

^^ I thank you, my good mother," re- 
tumed she coldly, '^ but I shall defer going 
from hence at least for a month." 

^^ A njonth!" repeated the nun with 
looks öf astonishmeat and vexation, " a 
month ! Why, how are you to live here 
if you have no money or friends ? These 
poor people can barely get bread for them- 
•selves; you do not mean to rob them of 
their poor little pittance sure ?" " Heaven 
forbid! no, not for the world would I 
injure this good woman.'* 

"But \Ye are not so poor, not. so 
very poor,^ retorted Agnes, " büt we can 
give this dear lady a hearty welcome to 
su6h fare as we have, and shall be proud 
of her Company, for I already love her 
dearly." 

. ^^ Sjonpathy 



AJEU>£NNE FORBST. 83 

. ^^ Sympathy softens the hearts of fellow 
sufFerers; I believe our afFections aremu- 
tual," Said the lady, " and since you ap- 
prove of it, I shall certainly stop here a 
few weeks." 

^^ Hply St. Ursula) what, dp you re- 
iuse going to th^ conveyit then! after 
all my trouble, persuasions, and kindness^ 
are you so ungrateful and indiscreet^ to 
refiise such an asylum as I have pro- 
xured for you?" 

" No, i have not, ' I do not refuse it, 
in . proposing . to stop here a short time ; > 
I do not intend to decline your kind 
Offices, ör be deemed ungrateful to your 
good Lady AbbeSs." 

** What, then my dear.child, you will 
come among us very shortly^ — and why, 
not go with me at once ? Come, come, 
let me entreat you, my sweet ^ creature, 

leave 
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leave this hoose ei m^fammg, and cc»ne 



v/ilih SQfi* 



»♦ 



C€ 



Do not comp^ me to appear pud^ 
and disobliging; I have important reasons 
in my own opinion, for adhering to the 
resölutioa I have formed to remain here 
for a diort period — ^I am not in6ens]|)Ie 
to kmdness, but I must be allowed to 
jtidge for m)rself." 



^^ AK ! my. lovely child/* retumed thc 
nun, \^ youth is very incompetent to 
act without a, frieiKily adviser ; the world 
is so dcceptive,' and even the best of 
human hearts so liable to be hurried 
away by the impetuosity of its ftnpulses, 
that it is only in holy retiraaient Hke' 
our's, where virtue dwells uncoritami- 
nated, and where the errors of youthful 
minds are corrected by bright examptes, 
and devout exercise^/* 



Lewis, 
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Ij&ms, wha had rather impatiently at- 
tended to this dialogue^ now ventured 
to say, ^* My good mother, ypu have 
heard the lady's determination^ why then 
distress her thus, by urging a request con- 
tiary to her inclinations^ and wound her 
mind by fitling it with such gloomy pic- 
tiires of human nature?'* 

The nun tumed upoii him with an 
aspect by no means favourable^ when her 
eye caught the red Teather .trunk^ with 
the key in the lock, v Her thoughts were 
instantaneously changed to a difFerent ob- 
jöet.— " St. Joseph^ forbid/' said she, 
^^ that / should distress the dear lady t 
but apropo6^ my dear child^ what arewe 
to call you? These good folks^ as weif 
as me^ fed so aukward^ saying the lady^ 
and the lady, at every word." My name,'* 
answered 9he coldly, ^^ is Hermine, and 
my friend» will be so kkid as to call ipe 
so in future." 

" Mademoiselle 
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^^ Madeiüoiselle Hermine, — ^weD, bat 
that is your christiah name only." — 
*^ And the only one, madam, that I choose 
to be distinguished by.** 

" Dear me, well there is a secret I 
see ; for my part I never pry into secrets, 
I hate to be inquisitive, so my dear 
Hermine, your other name, which I sup- 
pose, begins with an M, as that initial 
is to be placed on the coffin, whether 
it beMontmorqncy,Malabert,Montesqueu^ 
Montalbert, or " 

^^ Any one among a hundred other 
names beginning. with an M," said Her- 
mine, abruptly interrupting her, ^^ it is of 
no consequence to any but myself ; and 
as I have an utter aversion to interro- 
gatories, it is happy for me, my good 
mother, that you are above that curio- 
sity, oftentimes oppressive, and always 
impertinent/* 

The 
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The nun blushed soarlct deep at this 
implied rebuke, but from that moment 
malice was added to curioäity, and she 
resolved this" siecret, so carefully guarded, 
should be divulged, by her management, 
at some future time; — However one point 
was gained, Hermine was more likely to 
be her name, than the one she had men- 
tioned in her paroxysm of grief. — Still 
she wanted to know what were the con- 
tients of this tnink, but dared not signify 
her wishes, after the severe retort of 
Mademoiselle Hermine. 

The priest sooh after came in, and ad- 
dressed himself to the young lady in a 
voice so soothing and language so ap- 
propriate to her feelings, that she entered 
freely into conversation wjth him and 
Lewis. Agnes withdrew to her kitchen, 
the nun foUowed her. 



C( 



My 
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^^ My good Mother Berthier, yoiir 
charity is very commendable, after the 
siidden death of your husband^ wliich 
no doubt was owing to the fright he 
received by these strangers; one dying, 
and the other putting you all in terror 
and confusion by the excess of her grief. 
Therefore really your kindness may be 
calied an. act of supererogation^ to keep 
her and treat her as your own child/* 

^^ I do not know what. act you may 
call it/* answered Agnes dryly, ^^ tut I 
call it an act of duty to serve the sick^ 
and be a fiiend^ to the best of my abi- 
Kty^ ( which Heaven knows is limited 
enough ) to the fatherless orphan. littl^ 
18 in my power^ bat that little she may 
command; and far from blaming her^ 
or her poor fäther^ for the death dfmy 
Joseph^ I am sensible it was Heaven*9 
appointed time to rdease him from a 
helpless comfortless state^ and receive 

him 
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him into the blessed abode of the göod 
and righteous." 

*^ How/' cri€d the nun, *^ do you 
pi^esume to Üunk h^ is already received 
above, without belng cleansed from his 
sins by the prayers of the ehurch, to 
relieve him from purgatory? — ^Dare you- 
pronounce him to^ be good and righteous, 
a sojouraer in thi;s^ aioful world ?*' 

^ \ muat (€JUi you thife gpoi mother,'* 
«eteni^ ^@(^> witH s(woe aspei^y> ^^ ^4 
\x^ Ufe bßeQ sinjfol^ a^d hi^ deoda evil^ 
I C£M)i)Qt beiieve the prayers of the church 
WQuId have ay^led: nmch to get hin]^ 
out of purgatoiy. 

^^ Thank Heaven, Joseph was an ho- 
nest — ^upright man; he did his duty to- 
wards all men, and was thankful to the 
giycr of all good gifts for those he re- 
cedved. He bore his misfortunes meekly, 

and 
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and never repined— he was ready to do 
good to the utmost of his power^ and died_, 
I am sure^ in humble confidence^ that a 
good son, huBband^ father^ and friend, a 
heart of integrity , and a devout sense of 
his duty to God, would smooth his pas- 
sage to another World without fear of 
purgatory." 

The nun was excessively enraged, and 
had nearly suffered her anger and re- 
sentment to outstcp her prudeneej but 
a moment's pause made her recoUect 
she had lost sight of *her motive for fol- 
lowing Agnes. Repressing her swelling 
Indignation, she contented herseif with 
saying, ^^ May his soul rest in peace,'* 
and telling her beads, she lifted up her 
eyes as if uttering a silent prayer. Tum- 
ing to Agnes, 



" I feel very much interested for this 
poor orphan, and am happy that the abhess 

has 
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has listehed to my suit^ fbr as she has no 
property what would become of the poor 
thing — ^forä small bündle of clothes, and 
the trifies , such a little trank can contain, 
must be of no value. I see she has been 

« 

looking into the trank." 

^^ Yau see!" sald the good womatn, 
staring, ^[ when did you see her look into 
the trank? and what business is it of our's 
to enqiiire what she has? — You secT 

^^ Yes," retnmed she, ^* I saw the key 
in the lock as it stood by her. But indeed 
you are too hasty — ^are they not strangers 
without a name — ^how do we know wh'ether 
they be not wicked persons, flying from a 
home they have disgraced ? — 'Tis not 
common, for decent- looking people tohave 
neither house nor home." 

'^ When 1 came to this cottage/' said 
Agnes, ^^ / fled from my native village 

without 
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without ahouse or a home; unfortunate 
accidents had made me poor and houseless^ 
yet, thank Heaven, I was not wicked, nor 
had I disgraced the place I lived in. And 
shall / have less charity for others than I 
wanted for myself ? No, äiother^ I have 
known troubles and misfortunes, I can be- 
lieve such may overtake the virtuous and 
even aiHuent ; and never will I suspect tue 
unfortunate Wanderer^ whilst I can have a 
plea for confidenGe and charity/* 

^^ You are goo4> veiy good^^^ replied the 
nun^ shrugging her Shoulders^ ^^ and^ / 
hope, your diarity will not be ill placed i 
but still I say^ being strangers^ and the 
man dying suddenly^ 'tis necessary for your 
own safety^ and much more for that <^ 
Lewis, who brought them here, that you 
should understand a little of their affairs 
and character. Why does she make a 
mystery of both, if she has nothing to ap- 
prehend from a discovery ? — ^If she is poor 

she 
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she can have nothing to fear, for who 
trouhle theviselves ahout folks when they 
are reduced to poverty. And if her cha- 
racter Has no stain upon it, why be ashamed 
to declare her name ? — In short, she either 
has concealed valuables, or must be poor ; 
if the first, I hope she came honestly by 
them, bat that will admit of a doubt while 
she is so mysterious — ^and if she is.a poor 
unfortunate orphan, surely she ought to 
disclose every circumstance, to justify the 
charity of those who help her.** 

. " Onee for all," answered Agnes, ^^ I 
must ^ay, that she is entitled to our kind 
offides, because she wants them. I do not 
pretehd to reason with you, but I know 
that in all circumstances one ought to have 
a Bttle respect for one's seif — ^people that 
äre too humble will soon be trodden down 
fay the scom of the proud. Poor soul! I 
1>elifeve h^ tö hie iiinocent and unfortunate ; 
'«nd wheth^rshehas a Uvre more than what 

she 
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she pulled from her pocket, I neither know 
nor shall ever ask. And why do you urge 
her to go iiito the convent if you suspect 
her ? — Let her stay with me, she is heartily 
welcome, as I have said before ; and her 
little tmnk may remain here for ever, be- 
fore / shall have a desire to know what it 
contains ; nor has any. body a right to ask 
her impertinent questions about her afFairs, 
in my opinion.'* 

4 

m 

^^ Very well, very well indeed, Dame 
Berthier, you are a good woman, you speak 
my sentiments exactly. I hate curiosity — 
I think very kindly of her — Holy Mary 
forbid ! thät I should lack charity for the 
poor Wanderer, an orphan, withput pa- 
rents, or a home. No, no, / hope she is 
a gpod-heartedy honest young woman. She 
has fallen into a bed of lück in Coming 
here, for many would have a thousand sus- 
picions to her disadvantage ; and to be 
sure, their being found in a ruinous castle 

might 
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might prejudice weak minds against them, 
because it looked as if tiiey fled to hide 
themselves among the ruins — and flight^ 
you know, good Berthier, implies guilt." 

^^ I know no such thing, because^ I say, 
that folks may be driven by misfortunes 
from their native home ; and, in one word ^ 
I have faith, hope, and charity, and these 
lead me to cherish an orphan stranger — ^so, 
holy mother, say no more on the subject." 

^^ You are an obstinate, credulous dupe/' 
whispered the heart of the nun. — " Yoii 
are a pious, worthy woman," said she, aloud, 
" and I shall report you to our good lady 
abböss as you deserve/* 

Disappointed in her views of working 
upon the mind of Agnes, it was with dif- 
ficulty she resumed her gentle, mortified 
air when she retunied to the presence of 
Hermine, who was listening to a conver- 

sation 
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sation between the priest and Lewis; the 
former had his füll share of curiosity, but 
not the malignity of heart which disgraced 
the nun. 

' He had asked Lewis how he meant ta 
dispose of himself now his grandfather was 
dead. ^^ My aged mother is alive," an- 
swered he, ^^ and has solemnly declared, 
her last breath shall also be drawn in this 
cottage, therefore your question is soon 
answered/* 

'f Holy St. Hubert!" exclaimed theold 
man, ^^ why you will not waste the spring 
of life by burying youiiself in this forest as 
a wood-cutter ? — If you had a devout call 
to enter on a study of religious duties, to 
live a life of Single blessedness, then in- 
deed, my son, I should commend your 
present mode for the maintenance of your 
mother, until we could find a way.to make 
her life comfortable; which when once 

you 
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yüa httve determined to renounce the 
World, we should soon hit upon a plan 
for so doing, and I will speak to cur supe*- 
rior upon thb subject.*' 

f^ By no means/' exclaimed Lavis, *^ I 
have no devout cally I do not mean to se* 
clude myself from th^ World, a world I 
know nothing of as yet, but I am yoiing 
enough. — I do not think my time wasted 
that is employed to support aij aged parent, 
who protected me from infancy ; and whije 
I have health, Holy Father, my good mo- 
ther shall never be a burthen upon your 
house.** "' ■ 

The energy of Lewis surprised the priest, 
but he had discemment enough to perceive 
that this was not a time for persuasion ; he 
therefore replied shortly, " You are an ho- 
nest goöd lad, and I shalB be your friend 
on all occasions«*' -^ Then tuming to 
Hemiine, 
voL, I. F '' You, 



9^ , THB reASANT OF ^ 

• '^ You, my dear child^ have no sudi 
fkawbacks on' a holy vocation — to you a 
convent must be an asylum from want, 
and a mansion of pciace ; and Z doabt not 
but you will have sincerity and frankness 
efiough to unbosom yoursdf to the holy 
abbess, and whether mirfortunes, or errors 
have brought on your present distvessfiil 
pircumstances^ from her you will receive 
commiseration and comfort^ if you act with 
candour/* 

. Hermine bpwed with a cold, respectfiil 
air, — " I shall not presume to enter that 
holy sanctuary tili well convinced that both 
my heart and my conscience are free from 
all intentiönal error/* 

The priest took this as an equivocal kind 
of answer^ not at allcalcutated to inspire 
coirfidence, or ' removQ dpubts. But he 
was obligedto takelt in a literal sense, 

. . and 



and complimented her on the blessing of 
being free from guile, and void of ofFence. 

Agam he attacked Lewis \vith questions 
of " How much he could eam by his em- 
ployment, and whether the misfortunes of 
his grandfatiier had really deprived him of 
every advantage for his support, but what 
his (Lewis's) labour.produced?" 

The youöi by no means pleased with so 
many interrpgatories, was about to answer' 
with a degree of asperity that might have 
proved unpleasant to all parties, when the 
entrance of the nun and his mother tied 
his tongue, and he left the room. 

• 

In vain did the hol^ mother tr}^ to divert 
her thoughts, aad tum her eyes from the 
little red trurik — both constantly reciirf*ed 
to the same attractive object; — in that 
sm^ box was contained au the secrets 

F 2 SQ 
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feo carfeftdly guarded ; she wasBureof it,— oh, 
how she longed to explore its contents ! 

Once more she ventured to wish Her- 
mine woüld accompany her ; this wish 
was strangled in its birth^ before she had 
finished the seritence. Hermine rose, and 
tuming half aside, for the tears trembled 
in her eyes, 

" Good mother, cease to urge me, ray 
mind is determined, I cannot yet depart 
from hence, my destiny is undecided ; I 
ncither refuse, nor accept the kind ofFer 
you make, I mnst have time to weigh and 
consider what I ought to do— I am young, 
unaccustomed to act for mysdf ; I repeat, 
I mnst have time for consideratbn/* . 

•^ Well, that's very stränge,^ I do not 
comprehend it ; did not your father wish to 
place you in our convent ? I am sure the 
young man said so," 

'' He 
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'* He Said rights > but circumstances 
are changed^-— I am now ,to decide for 
myself.'* 

*^ Oh, to be sure, a most excellent 
judge at seventeen, . of the fit, and the 
unfit! I know, however, *tis not very 
becoming to live in the house with a young 
man. — ^But I have done, my dear child, I 
have only your happiness and salvation at 
heart*— I can have no interest but yoiir 
good ; 80 I leave you for the present, and 
fihall pray to the holy virgin to protect you, 
and incline your heart to embrace all things 
ihat aie good and holy.'* 

** Thank you, dear mother, for your 
pious cares,*' was all the answer made by 
Hermine, as the min took a last look of 
the red trunk, and scowled her eyes over 

itsown^* 

F3 «I 
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*^ I am heartily glad that prating, teaz^ 
ing old woman is gone^" said Agnes^ '^ bless 
tae, how she sifted about to ask questionSr 
and know all your affairs^ — ^and for what I 
wonder^ to gratify her curiosity, and 
k)ve for talking. Yoa wer^e right, my 
d«ar young lady, to disappoint her ; never 
be top open to any one so curious s^ 
her* Stop herey and welcome for yeaiis 
and . years, you shall never catch me 
prying intp your secrets; — they are your 
own^^ hold them as ' such^ and as «rhat 
concems no one eise." 

The kind ton'es of Agnes penetrated 
to the heart of her young guest, and 
woüld quickly have obtained her coiifi- 
dence, had she been at lib^rty to giire 
it. But the reserve knpo5ed upon'her, 
]eft her only the power of diewjng 
her sensibility, by a <varm embrase . she 
gave the good dame^ who retumed it 
Jvith all her heart. « . 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. IV. 



T 



HE unfortunate father of Hermine^ 
and the good old Joseph^ were decently in^ 
terred in the banal ground of the Abbey of 
Bt. Hubert ; but the agonising grief of the 
poor orphan was not buried with her only 
parent^ — ^it \^as entombed in her bosom^ it 
broke not out in tears or exclamations. 
-Sqd and silent were her sorrown^ , and their 
.efFects visibly impaired her health^ and dew- 
(»ived her of all power of exertion. ; i 

f 4 , She 
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She would sit hours without speaking, 
and the heavy langnor of her eyes too 
plainly evinced, that she did not enjoy, 
" Tir'd nature*ß sweet restorer, balmy 
sieep." 

In vain did the good Agnes, by the kind- 
est attentions, seek to divert that devouring 
grief which time or reason seemed not to 
fibat-e ; in vain did Lewis, in moumful sym- 
pathy, sigh at each sigh, and glide through 
the rooms a spectacle of woe — ^for more 
thafi a week she appeared tumed within 
herself, lost in anabyss of müsery. 

# 

A heart long and se^erely tried in the 
echool of adversity, accustomed to sorrows^ 
feamd patiently to endure them; but the 
misfortunes that overwhelnied the poor 
Hef mine, feil on a young and inexperi«- 
enc^ mind, incapable of struggling against 
its subduing eflects, ot of ex^ting the 
jpowers of reason and fortitude, to over* 

come 



•\ 
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come the sense of her pamful and föiiom 
sitoation. 

She had lost a most tender father^ 
and the only being who in this wide world^ 
had cver been interested for her.-^What 
source öf consolation could be held ou^ 
Vfhat hopes^ or prospects to support hör 
under a misfortune so^ immeasurably gmat? 

4 

The good cottagers respected hergrief^ 
their attentions were not oppressive— they 
came.from the heart^ and she could appre-- 
ciate their value; she requested that for 
one week she might not be obliged to see- 
tfae nun or Öie priest — ^the'cold oäldous. 
reasoning of the former she could tiot 
bear; «he thought better of tue latter^ but 
would not venture to make an .e^clusive 
distinction^ and therrfcsre decliMd seemg; 
«kher. 
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: The nun, . however, was not so easity 
repulsed, she would see Agnes^— sbe talked 
incessantly, she asked <a multitude of ques- 
tions,. she endeavoured to inspire the göod 
jBerthier with part of her own curiosity ;-5h 
insidiously threw in doubts, suspicions, and 
censure, mingled with compasaon, chatit]|[^ 

ff .- 

and ^^ a wi^ to help the poor orphan 
^hatever she might be; — ^for if she was 
goad, she deserved, assistance, and if, as 
to be sure, there was some reason to fear, 
the father had been culpable, and the 
dvightei* ashamed to. confess her name^ 
död h^ enrors, yet still it would be merir 
tfarioos to' save a sinfiil yoiing creature^ 
'flM preserve her from etemal destruction. • 
' - 'i- • . — ' . ■ • ■ 

; Very impatiently did Agnea attend tö 
'Qijy.lo^g harangue, this jargon of aS^ted 
<^]^arHy ß^d nialigi>^<^y of heart ; but .wlien 
the nun had run herseif out of breatb, sh^ 
answered her short and decisively, — ^^ My 
gopd mother, I l^ve: and pty this dear 

young 
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yiänhg lady; she bas many SQtrows I'^be- 
Jieve^ but I also bdieve^ sbe does ;n[Qt sufSar 
from «ins or errors of her pwn^^ . Wboeycjr 
sbe tmy he, for Iwill «wer en^wfVe, whe- 
ther she be popr or rieh, here she is wel- 
eoine to. stay. I will rely on Heaven, and 
her Bweet ccnintenanee, that I shall t]£ver 
xq)eQtt <rf my chaiityJ* 

" You sore a good. creature, Dame Ber- 
thier, a very good creature,'' said the riior^ 
tified nun, '^ pity indeed, if charity like 
yofur*s, should be deceived, I hc^ it will 
not; fpr it is inconceiyable how much I 
am, interested for her, a poor fatherless 
orphan, Yes,, ' tis^ impossible to avoid fed- 
ing compassion. Fray teil her I have beep 
, here, and that she has my prayers for her 
health and composure ; and. also set before 
her the sin • of indulging sorrow for de-- 
parted spirits— let her pray for bis solil^ but 
leam to repress griefJ* 



' Agnes^ very desiroos to be rid af this 
taSkaii^, -dou^e-ton^ued woman, jmv- 
inised to report ül äM requested^ and alt 
iength saw her tum her back on the cot> 

t«ge with great satisfactioii. 

* 

Lewis^ in Che mean ttme went i^egolarly 
to his daily occupation ; hut he ivas no 
longer blithe^ happy^ and delighted that his 
4abours were the support of las aged 
grandmother — he was' pleased ki per- 
fonhing a duty^ hxxt his cheerfulness had 
entirely forsook him. At first be tried to 
persuade himself that it was the ehock his 
sensibility had received by the suddm 
deaths, which had had «uch a powerfol 
fffect on his spirits ; but his mind dw^k 
lightly on thöse events^ any further than 
'asthey were epimected with the sorrows 
aad misfortunes of the lov^ Hermine.~- 
It was her image that swam befi^re his ey^ 
— ^her tears that wounded his hesut-— «and 
ishe alone that engrossed all his ideas. 

Hc 
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He no longer bounded to Che turrets of 
the old 4ä»tk to etijoy the deitghtful sqe- 
nery it overlooked^ — ^no longer carolled hi3 
lively äirs^ as the wood feil under his axe — 
<^r jomed in dieerful conversation with his 
fefiow wood^cutters, who however inferior 
to faim in understanding, were in other 
reqiects upon an equality with himsdf. 

He sought the most retired part of the 
iofCBt, where heing alone he could indulge 
medkatioii; and^ imoonscious of it himself^ 
tlrank de^ ef the intoxicating cup of love^ 
afid noutidüed a fatal pasaioa that was to 
«embiMer his eristenoe. 

Su€Jh was tbe fiätnatioii of poor Le^4s^ 
-^99^0 saw Ihe tinfortunate HLotnine <»ily at 
neal tiaies; ^ufid that ^awed hy pcispeot^ 
tendemess^ änd a thousand nameless £sd« 
ings^ however eloquent his locd^s were^ his 
4ongae was powerlesS teiexpress eny part of 
M/hat lie icilt. SÜent afttentacms^ and ex-. 

pressive 
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pressive sympathy of sorrow^ were all the 
marks that ^ere visible of , a too tender 
passioti« 

He houriy dreaded to hear that she 
would remove to the cpnvent. — ^He bitterly 
regrett^ that he had called in the officious 
nun — yet^ could he suppose that she would 
continue to reside in a wood-cutter's cot- 
tage ? — ^His ■ grändmother, 'twas true, was. 
in some degree superior to her Situation i& 
life^ fiDm having received all the In- 
structions and advantages a country school* 
master had the jfoviex. to besiow; eaoii 
limited as those advantages were^. he hiid 
derived benefit from her matemal care^ and 
the advice of her worthy Joseph^ wha 
having in early life been a k>rd's.steward> 
had profit^d something! by bis intercoui^e. 
with the family. 

. - - - • 

He had once pric^ßd himself in being ß 
Uttle distjnguif^. from .his, compaxupo»^ 

of 
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of being noticed by the priest — hvit now 
all his self-exultation i^rank into nothing^ 
'The dignifi^d air of Hermine, her elegaAt 
figure, the air of grandeur visible in her 
jfather, though bowed down with sickness^ 
and the language that was reciprocal be« 
tween them, altogether assured him that 
her birth was noble; and if niisfortunes 
had deprived them of exterior claims tö 
re^ject on the score of riches, yet there 
.were circumstances infinitely suiperior, in 
his opinion, that entitled her to homage, 
~ttid the most profaund rcverence, — she 
was at present degraded from the rank she 
had a right to hold in that great world to 
which he was yet a^ stranger. -^ 

Such were the sentimeiits of an uiiiso- 
fdiisticated heart^ who had yet to leam, thdt 

. ' ' • ■ ■ ' ■ •■• 

•* When smiling fortijne sprcads her golden ray, 
*' All crowd around to ftatter and betray ; 
-*' ** But wheA she thunders htm an ang^ sky, * 
*:. . . ^ Omiriend»! our jBattererS} ouv lover» fly."* 

T&at 
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That few have sympathy enough to sedsL 
those whose falling fortunes require the 
prop of fnendship ; and stiU fewer, who by 
kindness sooth the feelings of the wretched^ 
or meliorate the anguish of a wounded 
spirit. 

Lewis^liyed in a forest, " far from the 
busy haunts of men;'* he knew, that as 
in the case of his grandfather, it was pos- 
mblt to be u&ed unkindly — ^to meet with 
jbgratitude ; but he had, with the glow and 
jumguine hopes of youth, supposed those 
instances <£d not abound in the world, but 
that the good preponderated, and the evil 
was partial. 

With these ideas, naüiral to an unadul- 
terated niind, he tionceived the misfortunes 
of Hermine g?ive her additipnal claims to 
respect and consideration ; and threw him 
at a Mill gr«iater d^ütmoe thaa mea the ad- 

ventitious 



ventitioüs advantages of high birth and 
coimexicois. 

Thu8 feeling, thus thinkingji poor Lewis 
daily swftllowed the subtle poiaon of love ; 
while hopeless^ despairing^ and wretched^ 
he pined in secret^ and in a few short days 
became 6nly the bhadow of what he had 
been. Ten days hkd now passed äince the 
grave had received the clay-cold £oYms of 
those 80 dear to the inhabitants of the cot- 
tage :-~N(n- let pride feel indignant if W0 
class äiem tog^ber — all earthly distinctions 
^tireve no more^ and in the silent tonnb^ the 
good man is supenor to the great-^r-for 
riches^ rank, and titles there have no 
pre-eminence. 

Itiough the unprotected Hermine still 
feit that heart-piercing sorrow no language 
^an desciibe, it was dignified and reserved. 
She was become sensible of the pain she 
on the good Agnes, and was Struck 

by 
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by the penisive air^ and alteration in the 
person of Lewis^ \vhich hts anxious mother 
feelingly pointed out, adding, " My dear^ 
dear boy, pray take comfort, why shoiild 
ypu grieve thus, — ^tell nie, pray tdl me if 
you are ill ?— -Ah, Lewis, do not break my 
heart!— *My sand glass is nearly ruh ou^ 
do not sbäke it down before its time, by 
seeing you ill or unhappy/' Tears ran 
down her cheeks. — ^Hermine started^ her 
face in a g}ow^ and the next moment aa 
pale as deäth — throwing her arms rottnd 
Agnes, ''My dear good mother do yoii 
take comfort, your beloved son is not, — I 
hope he is nc^ il}/' 

' « * 

Lewis was presi^g the band of bis ve- 
nerable parent as bis eyes met Hermine*s, 
tehose tender glance sent forth ä kind en- 
quiry that animated his whole frame, '' No^ 
my dear mother," said he, in a .voiee of 
^"^^rgy, " no, I am not ill, but much bettcfr 
than for some timei^ my spirits. have heeß, 
, ; depressedj 
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depressed^ but^ I thank Heaveh, I bope to 
live and see your glass gently decrease 
iBany years hence.*' ^ 

Tears and embraces were her only an- 
swer, but this scene made a deep Impression 
on their guest ; — she saw at once that she 
had broughlb all this sorrow and anguish 
into their house, — ^happy together tili thie 
kind and baievolent Lewis had introduced 
her father and herself to disturb their re- 
pose^ and which too probably accelerated 
the death of the worthy Josqph. " "Es the 
contagion of my misfortunes and of my 
grief/* thought she, "that has infected 
that kind sympathising young man; — ^it 
•becomes me then to struggle against the 
.«ppearance of sorrow, to suppress my teacs 
and sighs, that I may not retum their 
f^iarity by saddehing their hearts/' 

The past scene, and those reflections, 
'4id more to tranquilize the mind of Her- 
min? 
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mine than all the cold reasoning of eommon 
place arguinents^ or lessons of fortitude and 
resignation could have eiFected. Sh^ learnt 
there was a debt of gratitude that it be- 
came her duty to discharge, and that to 
wound the peace of her benefactors was no 
less criminal than a repining ^irit- against 
the decrees of providence. 

^^ Let my sorrows be buried in 'my 
heart/* said shei ^^ and let me exert the 
feeble poweni that are left me^ to rettorß 
the peace of tams and his aged parent/' 
She met them at thdr next meal with a 
soft oompofiure on hei* count^nance and an 
air of kindness^ and occasionally pramoted 
ccxiver6atxon> by adung a few questiona re« 
lative to the extent of Üie forest, — ^die 
distance of the convent, of the abbey, and 
wtiy that nobl^ Castle had been permitted 
to decay and crumble into ruins. 

' Lewis 
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Lewis, equally surprised and delighted 

with the change in her manner, with ear 

gemess satisfied her in such particulars as 

he was acquainted with. — ^^ As to the 

Castle," Said he, '^ it has been unirihabited, 

as I have been told, above twenty years ; — 

the wintry storms broke in the glass, and 

by degrees unroofed the building, so that 

in a few years the inside got decayed as 

well as the out. — -One thing giving way 

another feil, the wet rotted the floors, and, 

for want of props and timely repairs, *tis 

little better now than a hieap of ruins ; only 

one side towards the west, . the tower still 

remains standing, but its düration will be 

short, I fear, every storm of tvind endangers 

its safety, and I daily look to see it levelled 

to the earth." 

*' Do you not know," asked she, " who 
were the last possessors, or why the present 
ovmer has so entirely neglected it ?'' 



^it 



u 



That 



/ 
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'^That Castle, my dear ^oung lady,'* 
answered Agnes, ^^once belonged to the 
master of my poor Joseph ; it was there he 
lived äs a Steward, and was tumed out, as I 
may call it, by that proud madam. — ^Ah ! 
she soon ruined him, and I believe he sold 
it, for after sonie time another family came 
to live there. — ^We knew nofhing of them 
but by report, and that was of very sad 
wicked doings there, which at last drove 
them from it too ; — and so it was locked 
up, — 'the best of the fumiture taken away, 
and the rest left to decay with the building." 

*' But of what nature were those bad 
reports against the last possessors, and what 
were their names?'' demanded Hermine. 

" Indeed," replied Agnes, '^ as what 
happeried in the Castle was years before 
we came into the forest, and when we were 
busy in our own concems with oür farm, 
I paid but little attention to what was said. 

Something 
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Something they talked of, about a lady be^ 
ing brought there, and confined^and never 
was heard of after, so they would have it 
that she was murdered; — ^but God forbid 
aich a wicked deed shoüld have been 
done ! Then they said the place was haunted 
hy the dead lady, and therefore it was tKat 
Count Frenanda, or a name something like 
it, for I have fcM-got— that this Count and 
the family shut up the castle, -and went 
away— and so it has gone to ruins/* 

*^ A sad story indeed/* returned Her- 
mine, *' but I hope not a true one; and 
as I rested there a few nights without any ^ 
distjarbanoe fron^ ghosts, I am free to be« 
lieve the repört of a murder done there 
may be as false as theother.** 

• -• • ' * 

" I wish to think so too/' said Agnes, 
" for 1 confess I have oftientimes been weak 
enough to be terrified when. Lewis went 

there. 
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there, though Jo^h and he laughed at 

my fears/* 

" His gre^test danger. must be from the 
niinous State of the büiid^ig/' resumed 
Hermine, " for the battlements seemed to 
bend and totter with every gust of wind ; 
therefore it was, that my beloved father 
sought for shelter in the chapel, as being 
a little detached from the body of the 
builcling we were in less danger. 

^' Oh!" cried she, clasping herhands in 
an agony she conld not restrain, ^' oh, how 
ought I to humble myself in gratitude to 
Heaven, whp directed your dear son to dts- 
Cover our retreat, and caused the last mo- 
ments of my parent's existen^ce to be passed 
under your roof! . Alas, his prayers, so 
eamestly addressed to our Almighty Father, 
that lie might not expire tili he saw his 
child in. the protection of some benevdent 
fellow creatures, were heard in a moment 

so 
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SO critical, that 1 have sometimes thought 
the surprise, and «ucceeding pleasure to 
find your family the very beings he wished 
for^ caused a sudden revulsion in his blood^ 
and ^celerated his death/' 

*^ His appointed time was fulfilled," said 
Agnifö? '^ and happy it was that he saw 
you fbeed from that desolate place. But 
See/' added she, tuming her eyes to the 
casement, ** here comes the prating nun, 
— ^will you See her?" *^ Yes/' returned 
Hermine, ^^ I can nö longer decline what 
^e mean3 as a civility," 

The nun entered, Agnes and Lewis 
withdrew ; the latter with emotions he 
jcould not define — admiration, hope, fear, 
joy, and despair, altemately agitating him» 
He wished the nun a hundred miles off, 
and dreaded the influenae she might ob- 
tain over the mind of this beautiful lady to 
vjoL. I- G induce 



\ • 
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iiiduce her to leave them-— nor were his 
fears ill-founded. 

She wa§. artful and persuasive. Hermine, 
vmaccustomed to aet for herseif, delicate, 
scmpulous, — ^and knowing that it was the 
asylum of that convent which her father 
liad intended to obtain for her until the 
periöd of her-^ing one-and-twenty — ^how- 
ever repugnant she feit it to her inclina- 
tions, and though she was inclined to be- 
lieve that if her father could have had an 
idea of «uch a motherly protectress as 
Agnes, he would have relinquished his in- 
tention of placing her in a retiremefit so 
gloomy — ^yet, upon mature consideration, 
she was ^lot casuist enough to fritter away 
*the spirit of the Obligation she feit to ad- 
here to the plan he had fbrmed for her 
' safety, when no longer existing to protect 
her hiniself. 

' Her 



ARDENNE FOREST. . 123 

Her extreme disinclinatiori tö a con- 
ventual retirement did not arise simply 
from the gloom and confinement ; a soli- 
tary life was her preferable cHoice, but she 
had for some years been educated in a 
convent, she was perfectly acquainted with 
the artifices and selfish conduct which too 
frequently govemed many, whose osten- 
tatious aftd superficial piety deluded the 
credulous, and seduced the ignorant. Nor 
Svere tl\e few worthy characters she knew 
and respected, sufficiently numerous to 
over-balance the contempt she fek for tlie 
many. 

Birt the dedared will of her father had 
met with no Opposition. -^Compelled to 
leave her household gods^ to become a 
Wanderer, he had told her, he had insu- 
perable reasons for placing her in the con- 
vent of St. Ursula, in Ardenne Forest; 
where, whether he lived or died, he ^yished 
her to reside tili she was one-and-twenty, 

G2 Those 
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Those reasons he did not chu$e td dis- 
close. — She had seen the decline of bis 
health^ and was fiüly sensible it could never 
be restored, she therefore submitted in si- 
lence. His death however was sudden; 
sind she had experienced the kindness of a 
inother in Agnes, and every hour ' grew 
more attached to her. 

The nun's expressions at their first in*-, 
terview disgusted -^ she saw the samc 
selfish'principles she had long been äccus- 
tomed to despise* She repulsed her ur- 
gent invitations when she came as delegated 
by the abbess, yet did not fed she was 
authorized to refuse them. She wanted 
time to consider whetlier having pbtained 
ßii asylum, she was at liberty to follow her 
inclinations — she begah to fear sixe wa^ 
not; and in this doubtful state of mind, 
rather preponderating to follow the exact 
letter of her father's declared Intention, 
tlie nun found her. 

The 



aädänKe forest* 125 

Thft time änd circumstances were fa- 
voufablö to her views ; she addressed Her- 
mine with an air öf sympathy and kind- 
ness that caused her eyes to öwrflow— 
she soothed her without any attempt to 
Interrupt' thö tribute of sorrow her words 
kad drawn from her eyes — she only pres- 
ded her hand, crying, '* Good child^ af- 
lectionate daughter ! ~ Ah ! how much 
4hti this filiai tendenies^ do honour ta 
yöixfhearti" 

1[heA, whtö the effuoöft öf grief Begaft 
alittle to subinde^ — ^^'Shöhoped a piou^ 
resignation to the will of Heaven would 
födch her fortitude and patiellGe ^ thaf a^ 
^eet and tran^uil retirem^nt in the cön-* 
Veftt for ä fetv months^ wotdd harädonke' 
her mind^ and compose her spirits. Shd 
would find there the tenderest sympathy 
for her miäföi^uae^^ and universal endea- 
vöurs tö meliöräti he^ grief/* 
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This soft cöndolement penetrated to the 
heart pf Hermine, in spijte of her preju- 
dices; but whilst she was hesitating what 
answer to return, the nun vrent on. 

*^ Agnes Berthier is a truly good and cha- 
ritable woman, I have no dpubt she would 
do eyery thing ia her power to console 
and oblige you ; — ^but she is old, weak, and 
ahnost on the verge of her grave — except a. 
small income of twelve louis d'ors that were 
bequcathed to her, she must live on the la* 
boiirs of her grandson.— My dear child it 
will not become you to depend vipon them/*; 

" No/* eried Hermine, hastily, and off 
her guard, ^^ no, do not think so meanly of 
* me, I can at least reward their kindness for 
Uly daily support!'^ 

This was the point the nun had been 
juming at, to kpow if she was as destituto 
as . she seemed friendless ; and now her 

efforts 
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- I 

efForts yijere redoubled in the persuasive 
art, to entice her to the convent. 

• - i 

After many tender expressions and insi-* 
dious compliments to her grateful heart,/ 
she added; ^^with this göod BerÜner you 
might have remained some time, were not^ 
her son Lewis with her ; but, as they can- 
not be separäted, it is highly improper and 
indecorous for a sweet young creatiire like 
you, to live under the same roof with a 
young man like him. The world, my dear 
child is censorious, and the fame of a 
young woman, like a tender lily of tha 

Valley, soön blighted. The world -'*. 

'* But what' world do you speak of in this 
forest, my dear mother-?'* ask^ed Hermiue, 
a little impatiently interrupting her, 

*^ Is it necessary," answered the nun, 
gravely, " that your conduct ^ould be 
regulated only by the number of your ob- 
servers? — ^If one eye, ifone tongue con- 

G 4. demus 
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diemm you — if your own heaft cannot 
justify you, as acting Vfith profAiety and 
delicacy, under youf peculiar destiny — 
wrely, my dear chiW, you will not forfeit 
self-approbation, lior violate the sacred 
modesty of your sex, becsuse you ute not 
subject to the censure of a multitude T* 

• Hermine blushed atid trembled.— " No, 
fty göod mother," said .she, " nö, I will 
lievef lose sight of self-approbation ; äiid 
altho* ifi this case, I am not sensible of any 
knpropriety in my conduct, yet I may de- 
€eive myself, and the opinion of others 
owght to have due weight. I will accept 
the Lädy Abbess's kind invitatiön, iii twö- 
dayö I will accoitipany yöu to the cönvent i 
though I know it Will afflict my dear be-= 
nefactress here, yet I hope she will do 
justice to my heart, and see that the Sepa- 
ration is inevitabU/' 

Th« 
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* 

The nun Was deUghted^ she extolfed'Ker^ 
to the skies, calkd ha* hy eveiy endearing 
epithet ^e could recoUect u aiid indeed her 
extreme warmth^, rathen cooled and dis- 
gusted the obj^t of her adi^ation^ who > 
thought she agaia. beheld the hypocritic^^ 
sophisticated kindnes9 which so ofteude-^ 
läded young people*. 

; 

i 

" There is one condition Imilst be a|l- 
lowed tO; make,**" isaid she,. " my friend 
Berthier shall be* admitted to Visit me- 
^enev^. she likes; soidLalso shall be at 
liberty to eome here, . shoukli she he in^ 
GBpable of coBodng to.me/* 

" DoubtJei», assuredly, my dear cKild^ 
who cottld thmk 49fr opposing any thing sov 
leasonable, we shall r^oice to seeso^good^ 
awoman.^. Well,.but I must go,. cur lady. 
is so anxious about you,. she will be so>; 
kappy to becOTne to yGa-amother;. ®h t] 
yoa haye no idea of the &licky yatt Wdh 

G 5 enjoy^ 
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enjoy under her protection. In two days, my 
lovely child, in two days. you pledge youjr^ 
Word to accompany me to our convei^t?" 

** / (fo/* EÄSwered Hermine, her eyes 
cast down, and the words slowly pro- 
nounced. Away went the. nun, and the 
victim of her art burst into tears as Agassi. 
entered the rooiBa 

Ejctreinely vexed that the composureas-* 
sumed hy her young guest in the moming^ 
shoald again be disturbed^ she exclaimed, 
** Well, I wonder what officious people are 
göod for, to come with their long, harangues. 
and their gloomy conversation, on purpose 
to weary and yex one! — ^I wish the nun 
wöuld keepwithinher i/aü$ ;r-r-don't be trou- 
bied with her, don't see her agaip my dear 
lädy.'V . . 

. • ■ • . 

*.^Alas!" repKed Hermine, deeply sigh- 
ing> ^^ in two days -she 15 to call for me, 

that 
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that I may re'side in the convent.*' Agnes 
had a plate in her hand, it feil to* the , 
grouod — ^^ To reside ia the convent, in 
two days !" 

. *^ Yes, my good: mother, yes,.. I have. 
given- my word;* all is over, I must leave 
you, tbough Heaven. knows with what re- 
luctance I shall quit yoiir hospitable. 
cottage.*' 

*^ But why must you*/' asked Agnes, ar 
littie recovered from her surprize^ but greatly 
afFected^ " why must you, dear lady, go so 
suddenly? — What has that prating nun 
Said to occasion a resolution far fix>m youi» 
mind this morning ? Oh, that 1 shoulcl 
ever have seen her here l " 

$ 

** My dear, good' woman,'* retumed 
Hermine, tenderly pressing her hand, ^^ shd 
has taught me to remember my duty ; and 
self-conviction teils ine, she has only done 

hefc-S; 
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her*s in pointing out the path it hecbttneA 
me to foUow. But I must confess to you 
that I shall fedi great pain in leaWng you/* 

'^ Ah ! poor Lewis," abmpdy and inno- 
cenüy exciaimed Agnes, '* my poor boy ! 
why he will break his heart to lose you^-^^irfi ^ 
how he does admire and respect you ; and 
I, /love you, as if you were my own c^ild. 
Dear, dear, I wish that pläguy nun had 
remained at home, I am sure we did veiy 
well before she came haranguing and mis- 
chief making. — ^Now she will have her ends, 
now she will soon coax you out öf your se- 
erets, and know the ccmtents of the leather 
trunk— oh, how I do dislike such prying, 
curious people ! " 

" llie eontents of the leather trank,** 
iepeated Hermine, surprized and colouring, 
*' what can she have tb do witK what con- 
eerns me akme, ör how came she to know 
any thing of that trank ?'* 

Thus 
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Thusurged, Agned in tbe height of lief 
indignation, repeated the conversations tliat 
had passed between the nun and hcrself; 
and gave pcK)r Hermine fresH cause to re- 
gret the imperipus necessity that impelled 
her to take up her abode amcmg persons so 
curioüs, so very illiberal^ and so opposite 
to what might häve been expected in wo« 
ihen devoted to a holy life. 

^^ I have no choice at tay o})tion^'' Said 
she sighing, " my TWjsrd is given, I cannot 
if J would retract From it; but my engage- 
meni does not absdutely bind me b& to 
time^ and if I find myself uncomfcntable^ I 
will retum to yo«^ my dear mothef, in de- 
fiance of opinion, and be contmt with the 
tntegrity of my own heart/' 

* 

Tb^ mournful tön^ of her voioe sA 
Agnes 8 weqping^ and vfaen Lewis re^ 
tamed &otn his labour^ with a iHind dwdl- 
ing with delight^ on the kiiüteesa, and re^ 

stored 
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stored tranquillity of Hermine, he was in- 
conceiVably shocked to encounter the me-- 
bncholy change that was visible in both 

faces* , 

» 

His obvious surprize and emotion were 
instant ly .perceived by the lovely cause of 
it ; and una^le to bear the* explanation she 
saw Agnes eager to mäte, she rose and 
lefr the room, with a soft glance at Lewis 
that shot through his heai't, and threw 
him into the greatest Agitation imaginable^ 

His good mother soon relieved him frora 
suspense, with a plentiful störe of epithets 
on the Gurions mischief-making nun. She 
related all that had passedy concluding witk 
saying, " that the poor dear young creature 
was very unwilling to leave them, büt that 
äae had been persuaded it was her duty to 
do- SO; but as she was nqt to be a nun, she 
couldnöt, fpr her part, s^e what duty was 
violated by stäyihg with.tiiem/* " 

. The 
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. The intuitive good sense of Lewis could 

better understand the nature of tke nun*&? 

arguiiients than his rmother, who, at her ; 

age, had forgot the little points of decomip 

to be observed between the sexes, if she 

had ever known them, beyond what natuial 

raödcsty might have taught her. He ät 

once comprehended that he was the ob- 

stacle; — ^and that however inferior they 

most probably were in birth and fortune, 

that would not have driven the lady from 

his mother, had no young man resided un- 

der thesame roof^ 

How painful was the convictioh that he 
had hothing to oppose against a resolution 
that appeared natural and proper; — hb^. 
could not ofFer to leave the cottage^ his' 
grand-mother never would consent to it,; 
nor would their firiances be^r to be divided^i 
— ^Neither wbutd the lady hers^lf permifc 
such an arrängemerit, he was well assured^ 
—what then xnust they dö b^t subiftit, . 

The 



• 

The blow was sudden and sbrer^ it 
pierced to his very souI ; he was ahocked at 
bis own feelitigs^ and now first discovefed 
tbat a violent and hopeless pa^on woald 
iHake hia future days miserable« 

Agnes, who had waited dorne tirrte far 
his feply, and had patientfy attended to hM 
V^rious emoHons, now saw him tum so e&e- 
trcmely palfe and languid, that starting up 
she exclaimed, — *^ Lewis, Lewisj my dear 
boy^ my belovdd ßöftf yoa ar« very ill. 
indeedi» Oh, lady, lady, come to me,. 
€ome^ I shall lose my dear boy !'* * 

Out flew Hermiii^^ little Ie8$ terrifled^ 
Alan the good' weman herseif; she beheldr: 
bim pale äS di^th^ incapabie af ^aÜng,. 
but looking at Ym meth^r^ and^ ttmgglmg^ 
tö reGover frottf the violefice of his agi«- 
tetions. Förtuii^tely she had some dropa 
kl her poeket, these she administered^ and 
very sooA t«covti^ hia^ to li& loid Speech» 

^^Ah!: 
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^^ Ah ! madfflm,^*' i^aid hc, ** how good 
you are, liow condescending^— but you 
mvst leave us, I fear!" — These Words es-^ 
caped from him^ he trembled afc their ef^ 
fect, forHcnnine blushed^ was eonfused, 
dnd drew back frotfi ihe Station she had 
t^en^ half supporting him, add holding 
the drops. 

The good Agnes, whose tvhole attentiöi» 
and all her fiiculties werc devoted to him 
alone, paid little notice to th^ import of 
bis wordK in her joy that bis speech was 
lestoröd'-^nör did she iemark their mutoal 
agitatiofis« Lewisy de^rons td atonö fof 
his temerity, endeavoured hf thanks and 
und expressions to his mother, to cover 
the few words he had inadvertentiy iitteted 
to Hermine; and she seting him mucb 
better rose to retire« 

^^ O, my deaf lady/* cried -Agftes, 
^' HoUvdii bloss you ! il was you that restored 

him 
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Km to me, the warthiest^ the most du^' 
teous, best-hearted young man in the 
World. Thank God and you, my Lewis is 
recovered. — ^I was telling him the sad news 
that yon were going from us, when he was 
so suddenly taken ill, that I really thought 
he was deäth Struck." 

^^ Happily,*' said Hermine, in a faltering 
voice, and with her blushing cheeks averted, 
^•' he is quite well nöw ; — ^I dare say he has 
had more fatigue than usaal tö day,; — ^he 
must take more care of himself for your 
sake." — She left the room, but not before 
sbe heard the good woman again ble^ing 
her kind heart. * 

Lewis had' seen her emoticms, had feit 
the interest she took in his recovery, with 
something like transport — ^hope — -and a 
sentimerit undefinable to himself, relatiye 
to the State of her mind. But what Was 
he?-— ^a poor wood-cutter, without hirth, 

fortuncjk 
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fortune, Or educätion;- — ^Iiow dared he to 
lift his eyes to one so superior in every 
respect ?— What preöumption, — ^what foUy, 
— could he with propriety entertain the 
most distant views of her favour?" 

^^ No," exclaimed he, " nor would I 
wish it— I nqw clearly perceive the nature 
of my'feelings, I cannot, suppress. them, 
but never shall my presuroption rise so 
high as to express them to one 50 exalted 
above me. My humbk lot ixiay chain mel 
for life to this dreary forest, — ^whilst my aged 
par^nt lives, never will I forsake her. 



C€ 



And why sI\ouId I form a Single wish 
to Step out of the line of inäustricms la- 
bour, that Providence seems to h'ave 
chalked for me. If I have been better 
taught than my companions, it would ill be-? 
come me to^ murmur at my Situation ; I 
pught from thence to aequire Submission 
and content— I know nothing of the world^ 

and 
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and pos^bly ätn kappier in my ignöf^ttf 
than tho6e whö live in gteat titi6s-*-so my 
good Zither often told m^^ and i tvitt be* 
Meve it." 

** Ah ! beautifui iady,** continued he, 
with a deep öigh^ and conGluding his ap6&- 
trophö, " yöii were bom nö doubt to he 
greac and happy^ whatever is tlM natore öf 
your pfe^ent iioftoi;«^; poör liewis häi k dif^ 
%mnt loC to fialfiL he Mutt thiftk nö mom 
6fyöut/V 

Such trai th« cdimotiM t£ä gei^es^&m 
mind not yet adulterated by a commerce 
tüth mankind^ He knevr t^he difflb€S\ce 
between m degatit^ poUshed yöung'^vmilafi^ 
tfid a kboüting wöod-cutt^^ aiid he cövid 
resolve to stifle hii^ too presumptuous admi-i 
ration; but he could not forget Öie s^ 
imotion *~ the compassion that beamed 
from her eyes, wfaen fetuming life ^rnbdd* 
ened him to look at the lov^ly objeet who 

had 
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had cftused those agitations' that had ovcr^ 
powered bis sease^. 

^^ I may indulge in that dear deliglit, I 
may dwell on those looks,** thought he, 
^^ without injury to her or myself, since 'tis 
3 source of pleasure coufined to my own 
heart-" 

Mean time, while aH this contrariety of 
•sentiments passed in the mind of Lewis, 
Hermine found herseif not less perplexed 
and uneasy, — She had no name by which 
she chose to distinguish her feelings ; she 
saw only, that however reluctant and dis- 
satisfied she was to enter the convent, and 
to associate with characters such as the 
nun appeared to be, curious, selfish, and 
unfeeling, — ^yet, there was more danger to 
'ht apprehendßd by continuing at the cot- 
tage, and being lönger an inmate with 
Lewis. 

*'My 
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^^ My cruel destiny," said she, ^^ admits 
of no choice ; the will of my dear father must 
be obeyed, until the time arrives when I 
am at liberty to open that important packet, 
and leam where to direct my future Steps. 
I must bear with all the disagreeables I ex- 
pect to find in tbe convent with patience. 
But surely neither duty nor decorum can 
be outraged by permitting the visit of 
Agnes, and sometimes of Lewis, to whom 
I owe so many obligations. — ^No, gratitude 
and afFection for such kindness as I expe- 
rience, can never be subject to reproach; 
or liable to be misconstrued by the most 
rigid observer of my actions.** 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



— •«4C^^»»"- 






JL wo days, which flew on eagles' wings, 
in the opinion of Hermine and Lewis, ap- 
peared to have been eagerly watched for by 
the officious kihdness of the nun; for 
«carcely had the moming dawned, and its 
grey mists become visible through the thick 
trees of the forest, before she presented 
herseif at the cottage, to claim the promise 
of Hermine. * 

She had not yet left her Chamber, a 
sleepless night had occasioned a lassitude 

of 
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of body, an entire dgection of spirits ; and 
wheushe beheld the light of day peeping 
thro' the casement, and rememberei^ that 
she beheld it for the last time — ^that she ^ood 
engaged to accompany the nun, and to 
forsake that quiet humble dwelling and its 
worthy inmates, her sorrow could not be 
repressed from bursting in torrents from 

her eyes. 

« 

Having indulged for some time in fhiit- 
lessgrief, she grew ashamed of her weak- 
ness, and struggl^d to obtain more fprti- 
tude by. the ccmsideration that the evils 
which Qveipowered her were irremediable ; 
and that the same Almighty Being who 
had aifiicted her, claimed an humble Sub- 
mission to his will, and a patient endurance 
^ those mii^ortunes which in some ä^ape 
or other were the common lot pf humanity. 

AJone and uiiprotected iii the world, at 
9 periqd wdien most yoving women have 

parents, 
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parents^i^rothers, or other rielations to pro- 
tect and guide themj — ^forlom and un- 
friended, she saw the necessity of acting 
för herseif, of calfing forth the energies of 
her mind to Support her through the 
tedious two years in which she was to re- 
main in ignorance of her future destiny ; — 
and also to fortify and strengthen her yet 
feeble powers, that when the hour for con- 
cealment was no more, she might be able 
to endure and fülfil the duties she should 
most probably be calied upon to perform. . 

Thus reflecting, her ßrst effort w^s to 
rise and prepare for her removal to the 
convent. — ^Little preparation had she to 
make, after, combating the reluctance of 
her heart3— rthe smdl trunk, and a parcel of 
linen not rauch larger, were all her worldly 
possessions, and required but a few minutes 
to arrange. She was not quiter ready^ 
howeveir, when the good Agnes knocked 
at her Chamber door, and in a tone of 

voL, !• , H despondence 
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despondence amioimced the arrival of the 
nun. • 

Ashamed to appear thus slothful and 
indolent, she hastened to finish her packmg^ 
and very soon appeared ready to attend her 
conductress. — When approaching the 
breakfast table she saw the.eyes of Agnes 
red and swelled, and on throwing a glance 
üpon I^wis she saw his cast down and 
the deepest dejection pervading his pale 
countenance. All the resolution she had 
been endeavöuring to assume faded into a 
sympathy with their feelings ; and the little - 
compliment she had been addressing to the 
nun, died away upon her tongue before she 
coxild finish thesentence. 

^^ Ah ! dear me," cried A^nes, ^^ this is 
a second fatal stroke, — -now, more tlian 
ever shall I moum for my poor Joseph.— 
When my dear boy goes to his work who 
will console me, or fighten the heavy 

hours 
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Üours'I must pasB aloiic ?— ^Dear, göod, 
young lady, how great is my !oss— -what will 
beconie of me to lose Joseph and you too T* 

The tear^ stole down her äged eheeks^ 
and Hermine found all her resbiution in- 
sufficient to stand against the contagious 
tendemess öf poor Agnes, The nun^ not ' 
at all-pleased with this scene, had some 
difficulty to bridle her ilUhumour^ which - 
the tone of her voice betrayed> ^ though 
her tongue ^akc words q{ kindness, ' 

'* My good danje Berthier, pray take 
cofnß)rt>. Do not call this a Separation, 
you con see the - dear lady every day, no 
oiÄ will hinder yoa^ we shall all be glad to 
«ee yoi>— *it will be a change of sqene, 
the littie walk^ will do you good^ and you 
wiH soon be reconciled to it*'- 

, Before Agnes coiild dty her eyes and 
reply, Hermine had -recovtered from her 

. H 2r first 
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first emotion. . ** There is one wäy, my 
good, my kind mother/* said she, ^^ by 
which you may Jessen my pain, give ease' 
to yourself, and render my mind easy when 
lamfromyou." , 

" Oh, tejl me how/* cried Agnes, ^^ say 
what I can do to. give you ease* and peace, 
and assure yourself that will make me 
happy." 

^' ITien/' retumed Hermine, ^^ you 
must keep Janette with you — I will pay 
the expence if you wiB rflow'her to attend 
you ; but I cannot, indecd I cannot leave 
you alone without comfort, and without a 
companion. I am both äble and willing' 
to pay the small expence of . Janette's at- 
tendaiice — ^änd you must not deny me/* 

*^ Holy St.^Mary!*' exclaimed the nun, 
not at all pleased with this arrängement, 
*^ what häs she to fear?" ' 

'' NoÜüng,'' 
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*^ Nothing," interfiipted Agnes, ^* I 
have i\othing to fear, but a sudden call into 
another world, as my poor Joseph had-^ 
and to be alone then would be a sad thing 
to niy poor Lewis. ' Yes, dear lady," added 
she^ snatching Hermine's band and kissiiig 
it, *^ yes, I will keep Janette with me; 
but, thank Heaven, I am able to maintain 
her, though I adore your goodness to the 
vety .bottom of my soul.'* 

*' G>me, come,'^ cried the nup^ ^* where 
is the necessity for au this grief and la^^ 
mentation — ^why you will not be two miles 
asunder/' ^ 

^* I am ready,'* said Hennine, drying 
her qre3. - Lewis took up the tnmk and 
-the parcel, without daring to trust bis 
voice to utter a sii^le word, The nun 
.op^osed bis going, aiid offered.to take the 
things from him, ^ No,". said he, "uo^ 
I. iviU go to the convent." Hennine was 

H 3 silent— 



I 



I 



* 
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sHent— th£ nuja saw he was determined, 
and gaye iip the contest, thougb with a 
very dissatisfied air. 

They entered the tliickest part of tlie 
•forest, where the close and intermingied 
iranches of the tall ti^es threw a gloom 
over the narrow.path-way that for a short 
di^tance wound round them to another 
small cotta^e, much inferior to the.o|Se 
they had quitted. 

This they pasised, andithen not the least 
iträck appeared to direct the feotstq>s of 
. atty Wandering traveller ; for rarely tUd arqr 
human being niake his way through this 
almoat impassable pärt öf the forest to *the 
iconvient, — ^The wiW imderwdod . impedeä 
.'their steps, and with difficulty they pre- 
served their clothes rand their skin ;froin 
being tom by 'the tborRs länd rbriars tiiat 
.obstructed their possage. * ♦ • 

" ' • ■• Lewis 
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• Lewis looked iit Hermihe, — her ' eyes 
met his^ but she was silent; at length she 
seemed so fatigued^ tiiat^ in a tremulot^ 
voice he presumed to ofFer the support öf 
his arm, ^ She readily accepted it. — " Thfe 
is a very unfrequented road,*' said she to 
the nun. ^ 

'^ Trae, my child. — ^We are no gossipers 
-at our conveiit^ ^e see but very few ^er^ 
som, and th<>se wedo see^ cc»ne a dif« 
ferent way/* 

*^ Indeed," said Lewis> ^ I rather won- 
der you should strike into this thickest pört 
of the forest, when there is a less trouble- 
sonie way, thotigh not a very good one/*^ 

^^ Because this is the nearest ;■;— beside^. 
this young lady, I take it> has seen enough. 
of the thomsand br^ar§ that rise up in'our 
paths through thfe world, and where the 
QUtset has the most proraii^ing ^ppearance, 

BL4 foc 
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for her to let the present difficulties aflfect 
her — ^particularly as this is the road to a 
peaceful abode^ where at will be her own 
feult if she is ever annoyed by briars, or 
troubles of any sort again." 

Hermine shuddered — Lewis uttered a 
deep sigh, but for a moment neither spake^ 
until the former cried out suddenly, '^ Ah ! 
how will my late good hostess ^ make her 
way through these Irees ? — I shall never, 
seeher!" 

" Yes, madam,'* Said Lewis, ^^ I can 
conduct her through a less ^düEcult road; 
and äiough something farther aboitt, being 
accüstomed to the forest, I hope she. will 
not find it fatiguing — ^and to ^see you, she 
will never think the way long.** 

A sigh was her only äiiswer ;-i^'^and soon 
after, descending a pretty deep declivity, 
she beheld a turret on which stood the 

convent 
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öonrent bell, peeping over the trees, which 

s 

heve were iiot qijiite §o tall, but resembled 
a-thick. wGod, in the bosom of whieh the 
building ^itself seemöd butied. 

A' universal trembling pervaded the 
firame of Hermine ; nor-were the agitations 
of Lewis miich» i^hort of * her*s. They 
crossed a bridge that was thrbwn over a 
small rivulet, and then tuming on the 
right hand/ suddenly. st^d before the 
gates of the convent.. ' 

*' Now, young .man/' said the nun, as 
she hastily rung the bell, ** now you must 
give up your charge, and hasten to your 
labour, which you have unnecessarily neg- 
lected to come here ; — ^remember us to the 
worthy Agnes/* 

The door opened, she sqized the reluct- 
ant hand of Hermine, and was dragging 
her through the gateway. 

H5. ^^Stop, 



■% 
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'^ Stop, stop;" ciiad the a^terted ^1, ^M 
will, I must speäk; iny worthy, my ainipHi? 
friend,^\i^(l sfee, i» a vpicjB $(tid jyi^ßor*» 
respondent 1oqI;s of itiingled tendera^ soid 
soiTQw, gi\dng'hlm her other hand-*-accept 

my gratßful " ißhe ,6top()ed> thßn z^- 

8mnk)g> *^ teil your teloved moth^r, sbe 
is.daar tq xny heart, aiitä I .'^aU Hftver fbr^ 
get Ji€§r-r-wd your jkindl^es*.^' \ 

• • 1.1,. , , 

läie bmrst into ;tears^. änd raHaonto the 
outer court, leaving Lewis a Statue of de- 
spair, struggling for'words, which before 
they couldÜüd utteranoe, ^ae isawv&e .götes 
of the corivöatKclosediagäinst hinu 

-^ 

• "*■ • • r • 

■■ • " 

Oveipowered by emotiosfis the most p^n«» 
ful he had ever experienced,^ he returo^ 
through the forest^ mechahicaHy foBowii^ 
the Same read ; fbr his mind was too miich 
agitaled to direct hi$ Steps, until he .came 
to a part of it, which branched » off tö the 
Spot, where he had left sonw Avork unfi- 

nished 



Rished the preceding day. But when lie- 
calne there^ it was in vain he attemj^ted 
tD handle his axe> ta resume his laboür;. 
he thlrew himsdf upon the ^mid> £in<£ 
^ meditated eveato.madnessvT' 

Nearly two hours^ had" the yonng %ood<- 
outt^. given himself up to the frenzy c^ 
grief and despair, when suddenly starting 
Vfpy '^ I will go to the diapel^ to the place 
where I ßrst saw her^ — since that hour I 
liave förgotten the Castle^ its views, andt 
the pleasures I onoe derived. &om ^ing^ 
on the battlementsJ* 

He flew to the castley explöred" his way 
over the broken. fragments of the staiis thafc 
ted to the ruined chapel, v and entering it, 
sat down in the veiy niche where he had. 
behdd the father of Hetmine soothing tlier 
sorraws of his beloved^daughter.^ 



Tha» 



y 
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This Spot was by no means calculated to 
tranquillize the feelings of Lewis ; he was 
fixed for some timc/ and lost iii a variety: 
of pairiftil reflections.— ^^ Hqw waö \\ pös- 
sible they could exist here/'vthought he; 

^ ^^ or for what length of time?" He saw 
a ten^qrary fire plape had »been made on 
tjh/e grouijd^ by means öf fragments of stone,. 

^ placed so as to make a kind of chimney, 
aiid al§o that some piles of stone j formed 
two rüde kind <^ seats, ' 

The pulpit was still standing, he w^nt 
towards it^ there were the remains of two 
Xiushiöhs, — ^here possibly they pight have 
crept in to sleep, for he behdd a krge piece 
gf old tapestry, which must have. been 

brought from the äpartments. 

\ 

. There seömed to bfe a small closet^by. 
the altar, and opening the dooi*^ he saw. a 
Kttle b^asket, in which were the remains of 
some biscuits, cheese, and a pot with a* 

little 
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little mannalade4— in a comer a vefy small 
bottle half füll of 3ome cordiaL as he found 
by putting it to his lips. 

*\ Here then,'* said he, ^^ appeärs 19 
have beeri all their; stock of provisions, and 
how they were to have obtained more^ 
aeems a mystery, the nearest village be-r 
ing teven miles, and neither in a condi- 
tion to travel/* He then recoUected the 
gentleman had said *^ they were directing 
their Steps to the convent/ or the abbey, 
r wh^ he found himsfelf too ill to proceed/*' 

\^ How wohderful was the interposition 
of Providence," exglaimed Lewis, ^' in 
makang me its humble instruiilent in an 
hour so critical; tp preserve that lovely 
tender lady from seeing her fkther expire 
'in this Spot, without a human being near 
her ! Oh, she never could have survived 
the shock öf such an eyent' under such 
cjircumstances!" 

Whilc 
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- While he was thus exaniining, he säv^ 
something lying by the Steps that were 
round the altar, which though in a cofner,^ 
had the appearance of being silver. - He 
hastened to tsOüe it up, it was a tooth-piek. 
case> of silver mach orhamented^ and tnn 
the inside of the- lid were engraven the- 
arms of a family^ with the initialS undeir 
itrf H.L.M.. 

Lewis was transported, he had'no dbubt' 
bttt that this triidLet beionged to Hermine^ 
dnd iiis first thought was to retum imme* 
diately. to the convent, and ddiver it to^ 
her. — ^But äfler looking at it some time>. 
mid indulging in the dangerous delight öf 
»ecaUing-to bis mind erery word^ every lock^ 
Gf this too lovely young woman^ he feit an: 
irresistibl^ impolse tp keep it a few days in^ 
Im possessio^; that he might oftm look at 
z trinket^ which had beea held in the han3 
4»f ah adored objecto now alas! idiut out. 
from his sight— perhaps for evexv 

Th5 



3!^isi!räflectionw8S agcmisingjieklssed the 
cii3e)9:httadre.d times^ (put it into bis bosom^ 
reisolysd iQot .to mentibn it to bis inother^ 
andihea slowly iquitted the castle ; taking 
with him^ the basket^ .and the bottle; as. sa« 
ered memörials of its owiiera^ that should 
not fall into other hands. 

Hek^mine^ mean time bad run ibrough 
ÜiGi Jtmttt cburt, and entered a small par^ 
lotir^ foUowed -by the aston^ied ntins^ and 
tberesbe gave way to ä burst of tears «a 
vic^ent as to terrify her companioiis.'— But 
her .coEKiviotress to the convent^ who could 
wäi :ai£OÜnt for Üie excees d[ her-gnd>. 
KBtde.them a sign ito withdraw for re-* 
freäunenta; and then täking the band c^ 
her victiin^ sbe called her by a hiindred 
tender names^ atid sootbed her* wiäi such 
an appearänce of affection and syinpathy^ 
that poor Hermine began to struggle for 
more compoäure, and to repress her emo- 
tions^ that die might cot seän ungratefui 

to' 
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to kindnessl, nör inattentive to löie civili- 
ties of the nuns, who brought to hör con- 
fections, cakes^ and cordials. Her spiritä 
and her strength stood in. need of them^ 
and she took some of each with a grate- 
fa\ axvy and a little compliment that pleased 
them. 

When somewhat more composed, her 
conductress, whom they called Sister Marie^ 
demanded if she was^ready to attend th^ 
Lady Abbess? To shrink from an inevi- 
table^il she well knew would be a foUy, 
and to defer the intröductron could avail 
her nothing ; ^e therefote signified a r^- 
diness to accömpany her^ that no less sur- 
prised ttian delighted Sister Marie^ who 
without delay^ led her to the parlour^ wh^re 
the superieure sat in state expecting' this 
desired Visit. 

Hermine qould not help. trembling as 
she approached her; she was for,the pre- 

sent 
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sent the arbitress öf her fate« and jshe 
scrutinized her countenance with an ear- 
nestness that for the moment suspended 
every other idea. The abbess though dis- 
pleased with her ardent gaze, feit evident 
astonishment at the bemity and elegance 
of person this youiig woman possessed^ so 
far exeeeding what she thought an exagge- 
rated report fipom the nun.' 

Recovering from her surpnze^ .^e wd- 
comed her in tibe kindest mannet^ and 
with many endearing epithets. But Her« 
mane was na stranger to conventual lan- 
guage,-^the air ill disguised of haughtiness^ 
the look of protection/ whichüniplsed the 
magnitude of her obltgations for being ad* 
mitfaed into the convent^ did away dl the 
sophisticated kindness her words meant to 
convey ; and the unfortunate orphan in this 
first interview' was. but töo well pr^ared 
what tö expecty when novelty^ and assamed 
sweetness of maniiers, wouid wear ofF, and 

the 
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the maak drop from the arüficial covering 
of seliishness and hypocrisy. 

This firöt Visit presently tenninated to 
the rdief of both parties, for the Lady Ab- 
ibess was little less disconcerted^ thän Her- 
anine was mortißed^ by the scrutiny she 
had made; and her attempt to read the 
heart through the medibm of the features. 
Sister Marie ddivered her to the care of 
Sister liherese^ to ^ew her her apartment^ 
land imtiateherto'the cnstoms of the^house. 
fiheiretumed to the abbess. 

^^Who.fCän this extraordinary ji^vmg 
^¥oman be?*' ßaid the ve&ierable Jady, " I 
jirottsst I neverrbeheld so lovely a creature; 
bat she has an intrepidity of look^ an eye 
so isearching^ that she seems 4;o penetrate 
through the veil diät covsers the heart^ as if 
she was determined to^ »read what passes 
there,— rl prot^it I nenrer was more discon*. 
eerted thaa by her fifaed gaze ; and had I 
-. ^ not 



« 



not a conseienee void of offeace, aiid de^ 
voted to ©ur holy . religion, I should fear 
th^t.girl more thanJ can express. — ^Who 

■ > * 

^^ Holy mother, I cannot leam^ 'tis an 
impenetrable secr^tw-sfae \s certainly of 
rank^ rher every look beteays nobility crf 
ibirth— ^d .1 am greatly imistaken^ if she bfe 
tnot.cidh ^aho;. hot Airhat zxt^ the pircupt-* 
.staxices .thätrfaavexdiiven hik läte &ther snä 
her to this^fareat^ -w why she obst^atety 
^refoses to disclose their iamOy name^ i9 a 
secret you only, holy mether> ^hay€5 a right 
to oblige her to confess/* 

V /f^ Weshallsee, vwe ^höll isde/' Tetitm*^ 
Ifae iaUbess, >^ - certainly :there ^ould be^ nd 
jconcealments frQm me^ .but common *me». 
tiiods will not do: .with her. She is ^n estra«^ 
ordmary young vvomanV .jrest^he inay . be un- 
derstood by and by — ^we must proceed 
c3<)wly, lier's is a disposition I can already- 

see, 
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see, that will wrap iteclf up in reserve by 
precipitate enquiries; you mußt steal gently 
into her confidencej-^^but what pr<X)fs haye 
you that she is rich^ or where can those 
richesbe?'* 



^ 



Sister Marie then xelated that on a för- 
mer Visit . to her^ she had said with a 
fcßu^hty .air^. — rshe could pay the good 
Agnes for every kihdness she received from 
her; — *^And o©ly this mormng," addedshej 
y she in^ted upon the old woman's keq)- 
inga girl with her^ at her expence, she 
;would pay fof hqr/* \. <: ;u 

*• Aycf, aye,** sidd the abbess, " that's a 
)q[OQf indeed^ ^and yet when you first-^w 
her she made out as if she had rieither 
iriendft Bor money.— Yes, yes, there is a 
profouad secret I äee^ and w^ shall dis* 
coyer it some day.? , ^ > 

t ' . ' ' ' 

• ■ . • . ' .'.■■■ : "'Tis 
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^f 'Tis all concealed in ä little red trunk, 
I believe^'* returned the nun, " in ä very 
small -cohipass, though indeed, 'tis j^retty 
heavy for its (feize. I just lifted it, but the 
ofHcioua Lewis 'snatched it fi'om mey and 
she gave it to the pprteress when I brought 
her to attend you, holy raother, and FU 
Warrant has reclaimed it £Eist enough be- 

^^ Well, well,'^ answered the lady «u- 
perieure, *^ we must not be impatient — I 
shall see, I shall see what can be done 
with her." \ 

Sister Marie withdrew, but not with; 
satisfaction. — ^^^She hated mystery for her' 
part, and she thought Jter kindness merited 
confidence.'* And to be the first tö de- 
velope a seeret, ^was one of her chief de- 
lightsi-r-nor could she • forgive Hennine 
ftir jOfiaking hei- of so - little cohsequence. 
Nothing less than the Ratification of her- 

curiosity 
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Quriosity would. have induced her to per» 
severe in bringing her to tbe coiivent^and 
she determined not to relax in her eiv^ 
deavours to penetrabi thnou^ the veil this 
young -girl threw over her name «id 
circumstanoes« 

Hermine, mean: time had been con* 
ducted to her apartment. No novice as to 
the accommodations in a convent, she was 
neither surprised. nor (Hsgusted by its mi- 
serable and sombre appearance — ^though 
she regtetted the loss . of that small but 
comfortable Chamber at the cottage, where 
the kindness of its inmates more than 
compensated for the deficiencies of accom* 
modatbn~-whereas here, she -had no such 
ocmsolation to expect. 

. Sister Therese observing Öiat she cast a 
cnelancholy look over the room, "said,-^- 
^\ My good child, do not be discDür^eä 
«hy the gloom of t&s litde apa-tmeat^ üse 

>wiU 



willjsoön reconcile it to your fedüogs; and 
I trust you will meet with some kind hearts 
IQ this house^ that will make you indiäf^rORt 
to trifles like these/' 

The voice of the nun was soft and har- 
monious^ Hermine tumed to look at her, 
her countenance was still ndore interesting. 
" I thank^ou^ good mother,'* replied she, 
" I have no right to be fastidious, and 
this room is in unison with my feelings; for 
I am the child of sorrow, and mdsgicholy 
has marked me for her own/* 

Her löpks were but too corre^ondent 
with her words ; the nun was moved with 
compassion, for her's was a gentle heart, 
without guile, and ppen to eveiy tender 
and humane Impression. 

* » * 

^^ JTake comfort, my dcar child/* Said > 
she, ^^ beware of despondence, Heaven 
tOTipers our strength tö our trials; ex^rt 

the 



\ 
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tlie reason and fortitude implanted in ev^ry 
bbsom to reäst despair, nor weakly bend 
under the tide o£ ill fortune. A patient 
endurance, and the exertion of those 
powers with which yoii are entrusted, will 
lead you to that reliance on the goodness 
of Heaven, which must ensure your fiiture 
peace,' and in its own good time, bring 
you happiness, by tuming evil iqto good. 
The infliction of misfortunes are generally 
intended as salutary lessons, to guide its 
children in the paths.of religion and vir- 
tue — ^to teach thein^ that a firm trust in 
Providence must be productive of peace 
h*re, and etemal fdicity hereafter/* 

The mind of Hermine was but ill-dis- 
pösed just then to pay much notice to trite 
observations, or profit by lessons of mo- 
rality ; but the voicCj^ and the resigned pla- 
ddness of the nun's features, were so 
correspondent to the tenor of her advice, 
that she was irresistibly drawn to lend her 

attention. 
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attention, and even to derive a momentary 
consolation frotn precepts that seemed il- 
lustrat^d by example. She was about to 
reply with some degree of kindness, with- 
out giving an entire confidence, when they 
were suddenly broke in upon by Sister 
Marie, and as she entered the other 
withdrew. 

In Proportion to the favourable opinion 
she had began to entertain for the one, her 
disgiist and disliketo her first acquaintance 
encreased ; nor could all the kind epithets 
and artful blandishments of Sister Marie^ 
obtain from Hermine any retum, but cold 
civility, and a studied reserve. The intel- 
Ijgence given by the good Agnes' Berthier, 
of her unwarrantable ciiriosity, had stceled 
the heart of her intended victim against 
the prying duplicity of the nun ; and de- 
feated all her well planned schemes for 
obtaining the much desired coniidence. 
A'^OL. I. I Provoked 
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Provoked by the cold reserve so insen- 
sible to her adulating kindness, she was 
thrown ofF her guard. — '^ I must teil you 
child," Said sfte, " that pride and sulkiness 
will ineet with no encouragement in tliis 
holy retirement; — the vile passions com- 
mon in a World replete with wickedness, 
must here be subdued. — Sorrow that re- 
sults from affliction will meet consolation, 
and obtain comfort ; — but a perverse, un- 
tractable disposition, rejeeting kindness, 
and insensible of its duty, of humble sub- 
mission to Heaven, and its delegates upcm 
earth^ .can expect no favour from eithen 

" I .must also teil you, that ingratitude is 
an unpardonable sin : That you ought to 
remember, to me you ßre indebted for this 
happy asylum ; to my compassion, for your 
miserable forlom State, you are solely be- 
holden for your reception Jhere; — and in 
Short, Üiat I have a right to expect confi- 

dence. 
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dence, gratitude, and the afFection duß to 
a generous beniefactKess." 

She had nin herseif out of breath — ^her 
volubility and passion had deformed features 
naturally not pleasing, and tlie expression 
dartingifrom her eyes, terrified poor Her- 
mine into a fit of trembling that took 
fi-om her all power of speech. 

^ The nun saw her disorder,*and made her 
advantage of it; — if 1 insensible to kindness, 
she might be wrought upon by fear. 

'^ Yes," continued she, after taking 
breath, '^ yes^ to me you owe every good 
you can hope to obtain. — I have saved 
your soul fron;^ sin, rescued you from per- 
dition, preserved-you from being criminal, 
— residing with a young man, and open to 
the delusions of your own heart, and the 
temptations of a designing youth, which 
would soon have drawn you into the gulph 

I2 of 
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of destruction. — ^All this I have done, and 
fiDr who ? — For what ? 

*' In the first place you are a nameless 
being ; arid let me teil you, nbbody conceals 
their name and birth, iinless they have 
cause to be ashamed of both, — ^Artd as to 
the öther, what is my reward ? Sulkiness, 
reserve, and ingratitude, — ^when a con- 
trary behaviour would engage my regards, 
and obtain the tendemess and care of even 
motherly protection. 

" If you ean reconcile your conscience 
to this behaviour, 'tis well for you. — I have 
only to lament my afFection is thrown away 
upon an unknown, and perhaps, an un- 
worthy object. — ^In one word, you may 
find me a good friend, or risk the conse- 
quence of my displeasure, as you please. — 
My power here, you will ßnd, is not 
inconsiderable." 
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As she pronouncjed the kst wofd^ she 
dashed out of the room, with the air of 
a 'fury,T — ^and left Hermine almost sinkirig 
on the floor; overcome by the poignancy 
of her own feelings, aad the violaice o£ 
this worthless nun. 

TSie distraction of her mind was at length 
cdieved by a copious flow of tears» — ^^ Öh^ 
nvj father!" cried she, ^^ to what a State is 
your sufFering child reduced^-^-deprived of 
ber only blesskig, the dear protection öf a 
parent. Thät mysterious silence imposed 
wfGii me, no doubt, fron) causes equally 
just fflfid kind, here subjeets me to suspieiön 
and insult ; — and the same command has 
tom me from compassionating hearts, to 
reside with selfish, rigid, hypocritical beings, 
who are strangers to real tendemess — ^and 
will daily aggravate my misfortunes, by 
cruel reflections, and undeservedmalignity, 
because L am imhappy, improtected, mid 
must be unknown. , 

I3 *^Oh, 
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** Oh/' added she^ clasping her hands 

. in agony, *^ I foresee a thoiisand persecu- 

tions, that my beloved fäther never could 

intend should befal me, when he com- 

manded me to reside here ! " 

This poor creature was still overwhelmed 
'with anguish, when she was summoned to 
the refr^ctory, and introduced to the com- 
/ pany at the table. 

There were only teri boarders, though 
the house was very large ; and when Sister 
Mtoe Said *MTiey were very füll, and very 
poor," she häd jnot adhered to truth, for 
they had plenty of accommodation^. And 
though the convent was by no means rieh, 
yet neither was it so poor, as to impede the 
exercise of charity, or cause them to refuse 
an asylum to the unfortunate. 

The truth is, they were avarlcious in 
the extreme ; the abbess . and a few of her 

favourites, 
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fayourites, enjoyed every luxury, — and 
however they preached abstinence and 
moderation to others, in their little private 
circle, no such precepts had an efFect upon 
their practice. 

Sister Marie was one of the happy few, 
who were admitted to the sanetorum of 
the abbess ; and when I^ewis sent ofF for 
assistailce^ she was deputed to r^connoitre 
the object, and judge whether she could 

be brbught thej-e^ with any advantage to 

« 

the convent. 

At first it may be remembered she hung 
back^ " they were so very poor," — ^but 
when the proper dignity and spirit of 
Hennine rose upon the word *^ charity," 
so often used^ she began to change her 
ideas and language, and her report to the 
abbess was, that " she had the air of ^ 
princess, was assuredly of high birth, and 
she believed by nö means so destitute, as 

1 4 she 
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she was at first led to believe. — 1% was not 
credible^ that she should be wholly without 
conneptions, and if she had any, the con- 
vent might be benefitted by them. — At all 
events, if they found her likely to be 011 
their hands^.there were many ways to get 
rid of her/* 

It was then determined that she dK)uld 
be received ; and Sister Marie anticipated 
tfae pleasure of creeping inta her confi- 
dence, änd possibly partaking of what liltle 
advantages were in her possessipn. 

With such views, and with such hopes, 
no wonder the good lady forgot the as- 
sumed piety, humility, and graciousness, 
tiiat had appeared, as she believed, to be 
the leading features in her character. 

There was an air of dignity in the young 
Hermine, that when disposed to reserve, or 
feeling dissastisfied, had the semblance of 

pride 
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pride to those who were unacquainted with 
the sweetness of her disposition; and thia 
semblance had acquired strength in its fea- 
ture, irom the dislike she had conceived 
to the inquisitive nun. Her cold civility 
was therefore so strongly roarked, as en- 
tirely to overthrow the ingratiating plan of 
Sister Marie; and in the resentment of the 
moment to unmask her character to the 
terrified girl in a Üght, that for eyer after 
rendered her odious, and an object of equal 
terror and dislike. 

When Hermine was seated at the table, 
every eye was directed to her face, which 
was clouded by the deepest expression of 
melancholy, and her eyes were yet red 
with weeping. — Some there were who feit 
compassion and sympathy, though they 
were strangers to her storj', but simply 
considered her as placed boarder 

Üke themselves. 

I 5 Two 
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Two of the young persons seemed to be 
nearly öf her own age. She looked round 
on all as they addressed her, but only one 
coimtenance had ahy thing attractive to 
engage a seoond survey; — this one Struck 
Herraine from the harmony of her features, 
and a serious cast of countenance, as if she 
had ill health, or an uneasy mind. She 
fancied there might be some similarity in 
their Situation, that might produce a re- 
ciprocity of regard ; and if she found her- 
seif disposed to seek for a companion, this 
young lady bid fairest to l^e the objeet of 
her choiee. 

When they arose from their dinner, 
Hermine was again ordered to attend the 
Lady Abbess, .who, recpvered from her first 
surprize, and stimulated by the too Gurions 
nun, had undertaken to talk to her, first 
with kindness, and if that proved unsuc- 
cessful, then to inform her of the authority 
she held over every one in that house; 

where 
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where no person presumed to have a will 
of their own independent of her. 

Hermine saluted' her respectflilly ; she 
was desired to sit, in a voice of kindness, 
and some confections were ofFered to her. 
The venerable lady entered upon a long 
harangue against the sin, and the foHy of 
indulging unrestrained sorrow for irreme-, 
diable misfortunes. 

She rung all the usual changes that 
consoling people generally adduce, to prove 
they know much better in theory than in 
practice, how to subdue grief by dint of ^ 
arguiTient; — ^for never yet could a lacerated 
heart be cured of its wounds by the vo- 
luble tpngue, or cold inefficient reasoning 
of indifferent persons. 

She then adv^rted to the uncommon 
good fortune, (the effect of Sister Marie's 
warm prepossession in her favour) which 

had 
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haä conducted her to an asylum, wbere 
uninterrupted peace and barmony univer« 
sally reigned in every bosom. 

This, and mucli more, was said in praise 
of her house, ahd of Sister Marie's good- 
ness oF heart ; adding in a tone of pity and 
afFection^ — " Though you have no longer 
a pärent, nor^ as I understand, a relation 
upon earth, wliich is a very stränge cir- 
cumstance I must say — yet, my sweet 
child, you may find a mother in me, ifyou 
wish for it; nor shall you experience any 
difFerence in the respect and countenance 
you wiH: receive in this house, than if you 
paid for your board equal to the first per- 
son in it." 

Tlie face of Hermine betrayed the dif- 
ferent emotions of- her mind during this 
long and cömplicated harangue. Wheh 
she talked of the foUy of grief, for being 
lisft an unprptected orphan, her heart 

swelled 



ARDEX:XE FOnfeST. 181 

swelled almost to burstiilg; aml the tears 
that flowed down her cheeks evinced the 
inefEciency of such modes of consolation 
to talk down sorrow, whilst she was paint- 
ing her wretchedness in glowing colours. 

As the good lady proceeded^ she feit a 
variety of sensations according with the 
subject that produced them ; but the con- 
clusion of her long and tedious homily^ 
surprised^ hurt, and ofFended her. 

'^ I know not/' said she, *^ from what 
circumstanGes, madam, you have drawn 
your conclusion that I am unable to pay 
for my board, or had the least idea of in- 
truding upon the charity of your house. 
I have not iiideed, as yet, enquired into the 
terms which is expeeted for ihe to comply 
with, but it is certainly my intention, and, 
thank Heaven, fuUy in my power, to pay 
for every accommodation I may receive 
here." 

The 
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The abbess, though agreeably surprised, 
and deeply skilled in the art of disguising 
her feelings, could not conceal an air of 
confusion that overspread her couritenance 
at the unafFected dignity of manner which 
accompanied those words; nor could she 
immediately frame an answer, tili a little 
recovered she feil into her accustomed ha- 
bit of flatteiy. 

" My sweet child/* said she, *^ I have 
simply misunderstood your Situation, not 
from Information, but hearing only the 
melancholy circumstances attached to you ; 
and judging from the obscure place in 
which you were found, thatsome heavy 
calami^, some pecuniary embarrassments, 
must have driven your father to this remote 
forest, with a young creature öf your deli- 
cacy, and without any attendant. Judging 
from these appearances, you must allow, 
my dear child, that my conclusions were 
certainly very just." 
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"I beg your pardon, madamV returned 
Hermine, with a deep sigh, ^^ your in- 
ferences were certaihly very just." 

This short sentence was very unsatis- 
factory — afFecting concem therefore for 
the sigh which could not be suppressed^ 
she Said, " My svveet laijib, I am cliaiined 
with your candour, no less than I am >^ i 
grieved for the sorrow that oppresses you. 
Look upon me as a tender mother — open 
your heart to mp, give me your confidence 
— ^be assured your secret will rest as safe in 
my bosom, as if confined only to your own.'* 

This request roused Hermine from some 
painful retrospections. — " What confi- 
dence is it you claim, madam," säid she, 
*^ and what secrets do you expect me to 
reveal?" 

Tlie good lady, a little disconcerted, re- 
' plied, " Why, my dear child^ I am unac- 

quainted 
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quainted with your name and rank in life ; 
you must be sensible 'tis not cqmmon to 
receive persons within these holy walls 
without recommendation, and Ignorant of 
their name and character." 

^^ I thought, madam/' retumed Her- 
mine, coldly, " that being unfortunate 
and unprotected, were sufficient claims 
upon a religious house and its benevolent 
inmates, to enconrage a well-founded hope 
of being received into it. But perrnit me 
to observe, that I was invited, urged to 
come here, I did not solicit it ; — though 
I will frankly confess, that it was my be- 
loved father's desire that I shönld reside in 
this convent for some time/' 

" Indeed^" cried the abbesö, taking 
notice only of the last words, '^ then 
doubtless he had reasons — ^he must have 
known^ or been recommended to me.'* 



(f 
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^^ Of that I can say nothing," answered 
Hermine, *^ I never presumed to enquire 
his motives for the preference. — ^Possibly, 
its vicinity to the Abbey of St. Hubert 
was his principal inducement^ for there he 
intended to reside, had it pleased Heaven 
to have spared his life some time longer to 
hia unhappy child. — -But he ia happy ! and 
I kiss the rod that has t^cted. me, with 
humble submias^n.*' 

She stopped a moment in great emoticm ; 
the abbess waited in silence expecting her 
curiosity would now be gratified, but Her- 
mine presently added,, " This^ xnadani^ is 
all the confidence I have to place in you'— 
what relates solely to myself, my name^ 
birth^ and circumstances, rest in my own 
bosom, and cannot interest others. As a 
boarder I wish to be considered; but if 
under these existing circumstances, you 
feel any reluctance to admit me as such,, 
if I am to be subject to unworthy suspi- 

cions. 
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cions^ or mortifying reflections^ — then, ma- 
dam^ I do not conceive that I am bound 
to remain here, or intrade upon your con- 
fidence, if I cannot obtain your favourable 
öpinion.'* 

The abbess, surprised^ awed, and hum- 
bled, by the spirit which this unknown^ 
friendless girl exerted, was for some mo* 
ments at a loss fbr words that ihight not 
betray her feelings; at length she said, 
" Heaven forbid, my dear child, that I 
should refuse an asylum to you under such 
circumstances, were you as poor as you are 
friendless, particularly when it was chosen 
for you by your late father. You. don't 
know me, you cant read my heart, and 
you are right in your reserves; such 
strength of mind in so young a woman 
does you honour — ^yes, my love, I approve 
highly of your prudence. / am far out of 
all Idle curiosity, 'tis only when I can do 
good, and prove my charity and bene- 

volence. 
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volence, that I ever cpncern myself with 
temporal afFairs, or interest mysdf in the 
concems of others.*' 

This Speech so thoroughly disgusted 
Hermine, that with a low curtsy she was 
quitting the room, when the abbess cried, 
Hdly St. Ursula protect you, my child I — 
keep your own secrets from prying curiosity 
— <Iepend upon my love and motherly 
protection!" 

Hermine made a slight bow with her 
head. " Yes," said she, mentally, " I 
shall most strictly observe your injunction, 
my good lady, to the very letter of it, 
which will efFectually exclüde you from ahy 
participatipn of those secrets/' 

From that day sh« made it her business 
to read faces, and study characters — it di- 
verted her mind from continual sorrow and 
many painful retrospections ; it was only at 

nighls 
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nights that she feit them press hard upou 
her, and there on her pillow she freely in- 
dülged her tears, rcgrets, and terrifying 
apprehensions for her future destiny. 

/ • - 

Nor was Lewis and tlie good Agnes for- 
got, they had constantly a share in her 
meditations ; and the image of the former 
obtruded oftener than she wished^ because 
accompanied with pain fbr his Situation^ 
so unworthy of his merits. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 
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JL HE departure of Hermine had thrown 
a gloom over the mind of the good Agnes 
and her dear Lewis that all their mutual 
efForts to console each other failed to dis- 
perse. The circumstances that boimd 
thern in afFectiön vyere so tender, and of 
so melancholy a complexion, that not a 
Single moment was she absent from their 
thoughts — nor could Agnes ever pardon 
the officious nun for enticing her from 
their cottage. 

*^To 



igO THE f EASANT OF 

" To be sure," said she, ^^ this was a 
poor place for so svveet a lady — for a lady 
shc IS by birth, one may see by her air, 
and by her gracioüsness, disdaining to be 
proud to her inferiors ; but I am sure she 
would rather have been here, had not that 
false, prating, curious old woman coaxed 
her awäy. And now I have lost my good 
Joseph too, and here I am left a burthen 
upon my poor boy, who is too good, and 
too sensible to be confined in this forest in 
the prime of his days, attending upon me/' 

's , • 

m. 

These reflections constantly occupied 
the mind of the wortliy Agnes ; in vain 
did Lewis assure her he was content with 
his Situation, that his chief happiness was 
centered in contributing to her comforts. 

" No, my son, no/' said she, " it can- 
nöt be that your youth should be wasted 
in this dreary place. The good priest, th6 
dear young lady; both told me your un- 

standing 
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Standing was superior to your Situation — 
my own reason teils me, you ought to go 
into the world and study your interest. — 
Whilst your good grandfather lived I had 
nothing to say, for he was more helpless 
than myself — he would have broke his 
heart to have been parted from you." 

^^ What then," demanded Lewis, ^^ do 
you love me less than he did?'* 

^^ Oh, no/' repliedshe, pressing his hand, 
'^ no my dearest boy, Heaven knows you 
.are my only blessing this side the grave-^- 
but I love you better than myself! — Jo- 
seph is in Heaven, there is now but one to 
maintain, my twelve louis d'ors a year are 
enough for me, with this cottage and gar- 
den, quite enough; here is a*good girl 
that will live with me, I have neighbours 
who respect me,. the dear Mademoiselle 
Hermine will ilot, I am sure she will not 
forget or neglect me ; and indeed, indeed ^ 

r 
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I cannot answer it to my conscience, that 
your spring time of life should be wasted, 
when I have enough to satisfy all my mo- 
derate wishes." 

Scarcely had Agnes spoken the last 
words, when the priest entered, and to 
him she instantly appealed, repeating all 
her former arguments, which he immedi- 
ately seconded with great warmth. 

^'•My dear mother, my good father/' 
cried Lewis, '^ what right have I to throw 
myself out of a line in which I have been 
brought up, to labour for my support ? — 
Supposing that by the instructions of my 
worthy grandfather, and the example of 
my no less worthy mother, I am better in- 
formed than my companions, will these 
. very small advantages avail me any thing 
in the great world, where I am unknown, 
unfriended — ^what am I fit for, what em- 
ployment can I procure ? — only servitude.'* 

^^ Servitude ! *' 
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/ ' • 

/ I . 

*' Servitude ! " exclaimed f^ther Francis, 
*' no, my.son, not servitude in the light 
yovL mean. Listen to me, I know your 
capacity^ I have a regaird for you, I do not 
like to see a young man of your natural 
abilities thus lost — ^had you an holy call, 
an inclination for a religious life, I shouM 
greatly rejoice ; — r but you'^ have decided 
against that, and I vinll not importune you 
— ^all men should be free in their choice." 



^^ God bless you, father/* cried Agnes, 
for your liberal way of thinking/* 



^< 



'tThe priest resumed — *^ Give up your 
employment, put yourself under my tuition ; 
I will engage sopn to qualify you for a tu- 
tor, and I have friends yet in the world to 
whom I can recommend you. Once 
placed in that line, I fear not your future 
fottune. Your good mother is right, she 
has enough for her frugal wants ; and you 
shall reside under my care.'* 
vöi^ I. K " Oh/' 
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^^ Oh," cried Agnes, ^^ you are the 
very best of men!»— Surely never was any 
body so fortunate in a friend ! — Dear 
I^ewis, you cannot hesitate." . 

^^ Öo not think me insensible to your 
kindness, my good father," said Lewis, 
f^ but the idea of a tutor in me, it would 
befolly to encoiirage."; 

*' By no means," retumed the priest, 
/' you are unacquainted with your own 
capabilities, beoaii^e your powers have 
never been drawn forth; but I have long 
observed the seeds of genius, waiting-for 
the genial warmth of friendship and In- 
struction, ready to burst forth, with an as- 
sisting band to remoire the rubbish ofF the 
surface that prevents its expanding into 
life and action. Inone word, trust your- 
self with me ; and if, aft^ three months 
study, you are fatigued with my lessons, 
and pine to return to a wood-cutter's em- 

ployment. 
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ployment, . I promise you to restore you 
to yoiir mother, to the forest^ and to your 
prescht favourite implement, the axe." 

Fathep Francis spoke the last words with 
a smile., Lewis, deeply impressed with thö 
good man's kindness, requested one night 
to reflect on his own propensities ^nd feel- 
ingsy and the next moming he would at- 
tend him at the abbey. 

This request met with no Opposition.— 
Agnes clasped her hands, — " Good gra- 
cious," Said she, ^^ how the dear young 
lady will rejoice I-^— Many times she said to 
me, " how unworthy is such an employ- 
ment as cutting wood^ for so sensible and 
amiable a young man as your good Lewis." 
And then she would sigh, sweet creature ! 
And when I told her how good he had 
alway$ been to labour fbr us, ^^ Heaven 
will reward his'filial gratitude/' said she, 

.K2 ^^his 
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^^ his heart and mind would do honour to 
aking." 

^^.Oh, motherP* cried Lewis, trembling 
with delight, yet confused at such unme- 
rited approbation, as he thought it. 

^^ I protest, my son, those were her 
very woi:ds> and it was hearing them^ 
that encouraged me.to express my own 
thoughts; for I always saw how you im- 
proved, and how ihuch you excelled all 
your companions.'* 

^^ Pray, dear mother, say no more, you 
will ruin all ; — if you teach me to be vain, 
all improvement is at an end.** . 

. " Tme/' Said Father Francis, '^ and to 
change the subject, let me teil you, that 
yesterday I received a message to attend 
the young lady newly entered in the cdn* 
vent. I made all haste to obey her— we 

had 
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had a private cooference^n good truth^ 
she seems an excellent young creature/' 

• 

^* Oh, I knew it, I knew it/' cried 
Agneäy '^ she is the best of human beings ( 
— But gö on, father.'* 

« 

*' Well," resumed he, *^ she enquired 
what expences attended her Ißt« fatber'a 
funeral. She said, her mind had been too 
agonized at first to think of her obligations 
<to oür charity^ but she wished now to dis-« 
chaige them« I told her, no part of the 
expences would &U upon her — «- it was 
I^Aaced to a gei^ral account of house ex» 
peacei, and I could give her no further 
Information. It must not rest so, ahe re*- 
plied, and she should make apjdicätion to 
the superior. She thanked me moat gra-* 
ciously and kindly for the little Services I 
had done, and pressed me mach to accept 
of a present fvom her. The first, her 
kind thai^, I received with pleasure, UA 

K 3 presents 
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presents were usdess to me. She then 
insisted. I should bestow two loüis d'ors on 
any pöor family that ^vanted it. I took 
the jmoney and shall perform her bidding, 
I wish, I confess, to know who and what 
she is — 'tis piain she is not so very poor as 
we thought^ and indeed as she seemed at 
first to say she was. — You know nöthing 
more of her?" 

/* No,*' replied Agnes, *^ all I know is, 
that she is goodness itself — ^that she has 
been unfortunate, and is unhappy. I 
never presumed to ask questions, because 
if she has secrets of consequence, they 
concern önly herseif, and ought to be sa- 
cred from the curiosity of - strangers ; if 
they could do any one good by being told, 
I am ^re she would conceal nothing.** 

" Indeed I am of your opinion,*' an- 
swered Father Francis, ^^ I am myself a 
littie attached ta her; not more by the 

misfortunes 



AEDEN NE FOBEST. - igg 

misforturies that seem to have overwhelmed 
so ypung a creature, but from an inge- 
nuous air^ a frankness of manners, that 
^)eaks a good heart. 

'^ Father," said she to me, when I re- 
fused her present, ** I am an unhappy 
orphan^ and there is a mystery attached to 
my Situation that I cäflÄbt divulge; but 
let me not suffer in your good opinion by 
my silence. I see that already in the con- 
vent my Situation excites cunosity, and 
possibly I may have to dread malignaricy 
and contempt; — the first I will not provoke^ 
the last I will not bear; for in certain 
cases^ and in particular circumstarices, I ' 
look upon myself as a free agent." 

'^ I allowed the propriety of her sen-- 
timents ; and assured her with tnith, that 
she might call on my Services whenever . 
they could be useful to her. Such was 
cur conversatibn ; and I left her with en- 

K4 creased 
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creaaed regard and respect to what I fdt 
for her when ha-e^ when under a calamity 
so heavy as few young people are called upou 
to Support — ^the stfdden death of an only 
parent, among strangers, and in a countiy 
uxiknown to herseif/' 

The emotionjij, of Lewis, during the 
priest's relation, vfere almost ungovemable; 
his heart was ready to burst with grief^ 
doubt^ and tefror, lest this amiable young 
creature ^ould be persecuted and ili-» 
treated in the convent^ the cönsequence 
of which. might be her quitting the 
neighbourhppd. 

He could have embraced the good fa- 
ther for the justice, of his observations ; 
and charmed to find that she beheld him 
as a friend, he resolved to hesitate no lon- 
ger in resigning his own destiny to tha 
friendly wishes of a benevolent man — ?l man 
who could have no interest in serving him, 

but 



. \ 
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but the pleasure of cvütivating his miiid, 
and enabling him to emerge from the 
mean and laborious employmeat in Which 
he had passed so tnany year$. 

That night which Lewis had required 
for deliberating on the kind propoeal of 
Father Francis, was passed less in deli- 
beration, than in raising a structure of 
/aiiy. happiness that intoxicated him with 
delight, and threw a veil over eveiy p06$ible 
impediment to his visionary felicity. 

But when the moming dawned, and the 
excess of his transports suflfered a little 
abatement-T*when looking round his hum* 
ble Chamber, he was bröught to reflect on 
his birth and degrading employment, the 
change in his ideas were as instantaneous 
as they were mortifying. 

^' What madness has possessed me this 
night, to indulge in such delightfiil dreams 

. K'5 of 
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of bliss as neyer can be realized! — The 
flattering kindness of the good father has 
already had a fatal^ efFect on my weak in- 
tellects, since, for a Single moment, I could 
forget the immeasurable distance placed 
between me and , the adored object of- my 
revercnce.'* 

He was thoughtfid for some time, then 
he Said, — ^^ What avails my giving up an 
employment I am accustomed to, a line of 
life for which I seem destined, and am, or 
at least, / was^ contented with ? — And if 
I have sometimes indulged my fancy in 
wandering through the busy scenes of the 
great world, of which I know nothing but 
from description — still I . had no ambition 
beyond the humility of my Situation. 

^^ Noiv my head is confused, my mind 
restless, my heart oppfessed; — ^am I then 
qualified to study ? — Can I pay attention to 
the good father's instructions, when all my 

faculties 
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faculties are deranged ? — And to what 
puipose should I study?— 7<5an I ever at- 
tain a Situation to raise myself from obscu- 
rity ? — ^would even success, and fortune> 
ever remove the insuperable barrier be- 
tween the beautiful Hermine and the low- 
bom Lewis? — Oh, no!— fool as I have 
been this night to iiatter myself with im- 
possibilities ; my reason, my very adoration 
forbids even a wish that she shovdd be de- 
graded by a connexion with me. 

*' Her favourable opinion was simply the 
effect of gratitude .for the little Services she 
reeeived .here ; and the sweetness of her 
dispositioti pröduced those tender glances, 
that compassion. for my sudden illness, 
which- transported me beyond the bounds 
of reason. Ah! did she know my pre- 
sumption, coxild she believe it possible I 
should ever have indulged such vain, and 
fruitless hopes as I now shrink from, how . 
would'she despise my temerity ; how quickly 

withdraw 
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withdraw that ^vcnir and kindness whtch 
is XK)W my only solace for, lost happiness. 

^^ No,** cried he, abnipdy leaving his 
room, ^^ I will not study. In this forest I 
will vegetate all my life^ my leisure hours 
shall be passed in the old Castle; there I 
may think on the only öbject that ean ever 
occupy my mind, without my presumption 
being known, without any absurd attempts 
to be more than what Providaice designed 
me. 

Thus determined^ Lewis appeared before 
his grandmother, whose excesaive joy, and 
san^ine hopes of her 8on*s future pro^- 
rity, haciso entirely occupied her mind a* 
to preclude sleep, and even to render her 
insensible to the w^t of it;. But when 
she lodked up, in retum to his customary 
Salute, the expression of his countenance 
retumied the warm blood to her heart, 

vfbich 
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which in a momait bäfore had fiowed jojr- 
fully to her cheeks. 

^^ My ^r Lewis!*' exclaimed she^ un- 
able to say another word, 

1 N ■ - 

^^ Let tks take our bteakfast^ my dear , 
mother^ I will then teil you the resuh of 
my reflections^this night." } 

"Dear gracious!** said she, "you 
frighten me by your grave looks. Ah! 
roy son^ I fear yoü are not so sensible as 
you ought to be for the kindness of Fa-« 
ther Francis. If you refuse his offer out 
of consideration for me, you will not only 
make my days miserable, .bat cause me to 
wish for death, to relicve you from a bur- 
then that binds you to a laborious and, 
comfortless way of life.** 

Lewis, exceedingly agitated, not more ; 
by her words, than by the alteration in her 

countenanccj 
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couhtenance, instantly endeavoured to ex- 
piain his sentiments, and declared, that the 
resolution he had taken was the efFect of 
deliberation — ^an act of choice indepehdent 
of her, and resulting frötn a tnier estimate 
of his abilities, than either his dear partial 
mother^ or the good father, was qualified 
to iiiake, from the trifling advantages he 
seemed to possess over his cempanions. — 
He concluded.with saying, he never would 
forsahe her. 

j\gnes had fallen back on her seat, her 
hands and eyes Efted up, with - every mark 
of sorrow and disappointnient working on 
her featuries; iwhile- he afFected to busy 
himself at the.breakfast-böard. 

\ At length starting \ip, she ejtclaimed, 
^^ Since you will not.be güided by bur ad- 
vice, and think so meanly of yourself, dear, 
dear Lewis^ let me beg and entreat you to 
go with me to the convent — ^let me teil 

the 
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the stöiy to that dear Mademoiselle Her- 
mine — she is goodness and truth itself, I 
am sure she is, and has wisdom too, more 
than we can have — ^let her öpinion and ad- 
vice determine between us." 

• Seeing by the countenance of her son 
that this proposal greatly agitated him, she 
urged and enforced her request in such 
streng and afFectionate terms, that he 
foimd it impossible any longer to resist 
the ardency of her wishes^ and agreed to 
attend her. 

She was now in raptures ; the morning 
repast was hurried over — she got Janette 
to assist in making " her look decent for 
a visit," which, independent of her son's 
interest, she was very solicitaus tö make. 
Lewis doubted her strength for so long a 
walk, but she would listen to no such ob-' 
jection. — ** Good-will^ my dear son," said 

she,, 
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she, ^^ can do much^ an4 I am sure my 
ability will second my indination/' 

H^ had no more to oppose against this 
good-will^ aiid they set off at aa early 
hour^ each engaged by their difFerent agi- 
tations. For though both languished to see 
Hermine, the desire of Agnes sprang firom 
afiection, unmixed with any painful ap* 
prehensions^ ^^ as she was quite sure, 
in her mind^ that the di^ar young madam 
would join her;'* whilst Lfewis, conscions 
of his feelings, blushed at his presumption, 
and feared, as much as he wished, to see 
. her — knowing that he was cwfily by every 
fresh view adding to hitf unconquerable 
passion, and encreasing his difiiculties and 
regrets, 

Poor Agnes long before she reached the 
convent, was sensible that powers will not 
always keep pace with inclination.-— She 
once or twice exclaimed/ ^^ What a length 

of 
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öf way h" Another time, ** Deair gracious, 
why we shall never gef through this thick 
wood r* But to the question^ ci Lewis, if 
she was not much fatigued, she readutdy 
answered " No," though at the same time 
almost mnking to the earth — and when they 
did arrive at the convent^ and were usbered 
intp a small parlourj she was so QvercQine> 
BS to be obliged to have drops wad water,, 



** r toW yoUj my deär mother," 



H« 



t€ 



Wdl^ what signifies^'* said she intemipt- 
ing hhiij ^^ here' we be at la$t> and that 
inakes aoiends £>r all/^ 

« 

Hermine that moment ilew into her 
arms^ — ^^ My good, my dear mother, how 
I rg<Mce to see you 1" Agnes pressed her 
to her bosom, unable to speak for her tears, 
which Hermine gaitly dried with her band-» 
kerchief, saying, ^' Oh, what trouble you 
have taken ; such a length of way for you 
to walk ! '* thaf) tüming to the inanimate 

Lewis 
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Lewis>' 'äie heW out her hand^ ^^ My good 
ftiend^ how happy I am to see yoü ; how 
many oWigations have I to your dear mo- 
ther, and yourself!" 

Lewis reipectfiilly böwed ujpon her Hand, 
but hespake hota word; bis tumultuaiy 
emotions impeded articulaiion . Nor was^Me 
perfectly at ea«e; a fiuttering of hfer hearty 
and the blushes on her cheeks, as her eyes 
* met InSy obliged her to turö quickly to "the 
good Agnes, who, now a Kttle recovered 
flspm the fatigue of her walk, and the plea- 
sure of seeing her dear young madam, — 
opened the business which lay near to her 
heart/aj;^)ertaining to Lewis: ^^ * . ^ 



/ i ♦ 



• She repeated the priest's ofFered kind- 
ness, her own eamest wishes, and then the 
foUy of Lewis, in declining to oblige them, 
adding, *^ he will make me not önly un- 
happy while I do live, but render me impa- 
tient and sinful — J shall wish for death, 

and 
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and cease to takc any thöught for myself, 
from knowing, that His to attend and che- 
rish me, that he refuses to give up an em- 
ployment, because it adds to ourincome; 
or quit the forest, while I am alive.'* 

Lewis mach afFected by the terideraess 
of his grandmother, begged to be heard. 
He then briefly recäpitulated all his objec- 
tions, arising from a conscious sense of the 
hiferiority of his abiKties, and the loss of 
time that must foUow a trial, before his 
good friend, Father Francis would be con- 
vineed öf his insiafficiency ' to profit by 
his intended kindness. 

^* WeH, now dear lady/' cried Agnes, 
impatiently, ^* you are to determine be- 
tween us ; your good sense cän under- 
stand Lewis better than I can, and you 
äre so kind and humble, as to say you love 
nie/therefore we both agree to submit to 
yourjudgment and pleasure." 

Hermine 
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Henninewas gready surprised, and not 
less pleasedj that so fair an opportunity of- 
fered for Lewis to emerge from his low si-^ 
txiätion^ and laborious employment^ and to 
improve his natural talents^ which she 
thought veiy highly of. Tho* by no means^ 
she observedj qualified ' to judge decidedly 
on his abilities^ from her own ^ want c£ 
luiowledge and experience^ yet, as her li« 
mited judgment was sanctioned by tfae good 
&ther'$^ sh^ ventured to say, it was her opi«> 
nionheought not to refuse such c^ered 
advantagesj as mightj most probably be o£ 
kifinite service to himj and in no one point 
of view^ could be injurious, 

^^ Your estimate as to loss of time.** ad- 
ded she to liewis^ '^ I must be allowed to 
think is erroheous. I am persuaded those 
hours dedicated to receive instruction from 
the worthy priest^ will be profitabiy em* 
ployed ; and be productive of much future 
benefit to yourself^ and pleasur^ to your 

friends. 
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(liends. The difliculties you urge^ spring 
from a too humble sehse of your abilities, 
never yet called into action. And with' re- 
spect to your mother, you may see her every 
day tf necessary ; and do you believe that 
she will be permitted to want any such addir 
ticmal comforts as your labour might procura 
for her ? No — ^be assured she shall not ; 
her wants are circumscribed^ and she has a 
friend who will supply them." 

'^ Ah ! madam-,** cried Lewis, *^ you 
are too good, too bountiful^ and much too 
fayourable in your opinion of my humble 
abiUties ; — ^but I promised that your judg- 
ment should direct for me, and I no longer 
oppose the generous kindness of the good 
hther, since you have decided that I ought 
to accept it." 

^^Fat be it fVom me/' repüed Hermine, 
confused and blushing, *' to arrogate any 
right to mysdf to decide or direct against 

your 
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your o\vn feelings. I simply express my 
ideaSj which, though they correspond with 
the wislies of your mother, and the advice 
of your friends, by no meaas should be 
conclusive to influence your eonduct, if 
your heart absolutely revolts against the 
plan, seemingly, and intendedly xalculated 
for your benefit, you have an unquestionable 
right to decide for yourself." 

" My heart, madam/' answered Lewis, 
^^ will never presume to revolt against 
judgment like your's, and the ardent desire 
of my friends united^ — ^not a shadow of an 
objection remains; I submit impJieitly to be 
guided bj the direction of the good 
father/' • ^ 

" Thank God P' cried Agnes, clasping 

N 

her hands passionately, " thank God, my 
long secret wishes will he gratified. You 
know not, my dear Lewis, how often aiid 
often, my poor Joseph and myself regretted 

your 
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your laborious and obscure life,— but what 
coidd we, do ? Now all is right, blessings 
ptk the worthy priest ; Heaven surely inspired 
him in yowr behalf- " 

The. transpprts. o£ Agnes equally Sur- 
:prised;, Hermine afid Lewis, the latter, was 
gij^tly aft'ected. ^^ Dear mothier/'' said he 
tenderly, " what^ver may bemy fiitur^ des- 
tiny, i^y^r> will I prove ujigrMefiil to yöur 
afFection, and anxiety for my welfare." 

Ulis point s^ttl^d to. th^ir nxutual sätis- 
faction, • Ag^aes macje, .^, hi^i^dred eaquirieö 
relative to theaceommpidi^tibn pfher^nng 
fri^^^r,^ jTo $bese: she ai^swered with reserve, 
but with an intended air >of contentment t; 
for to complain was unayailing, nor did she 
choose to detail the piirtd of Agnes . froni 
the pleasii^ Qpnteni|fetipn of I^ewis^s pro- 
n^d «idyantag^. , ■ rr^A 
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Tht young man, however, who had 
watched the expression of her countenaace, 
and the mble eifert to appear satisfied witii 
her Situation, feit a secret pang itt his heart 
that instantly overspread his countenance 
with sadness, not unobserved by Hermine; 
urho addressed him with words and looks 
of such kindness, as presendy to revive 
Lewis, and for a moment obliterate every 
idea but of her captivatiiig poweirs over his 
mind. 

• * 

At length it became time for Agnes and 
her son to t^ themselves away. The visit 
etided with reluctaUce on each side to se- 
parate, but the impoeing liaws of the house 
fcroke up their Conference — ^and after re- 
peated farewels, and many assurances of 
xnutual regard, Agnes had tümed towards 
the door, wiping cff the tears she could 
not suppress, Lewis reluctantly foSowing, 
when suddenly tuming back, smote by an 
Impulse of internal feeling, he with trem- 

bling 
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Hing hands drew the much valued tooth- 
pick case from his bosom, and with a sigh 
and desponding look, said, ^' I believe, 
madam, this trinket was your's, I found it 
in the chapel." 

Hermine had marked his agitation, and 
the place from whence he took it. With»a 
blush, and a gentle smik> she repulsed 
his ofFered band, and said, " It was mine, 
but if you will accept of a toy so incon- 
sideräble, you will do me ,a favour by 
keeping it." 

^' A thousand, thousand thanks!" ex- 
cldmed he, passionately kissing, and as 
hastily replacing it, " hever will I part 
with it, whilst I l^ave any existence!" — 
Then bowipg with reverence, he rushed 
after his mother* ' 
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ERMINE, on leaving the parlöur, 
was met by the young lady who had en^ 
gaged her attention, when first introduced 
to the Community; and whom she had 
constantly viewed with encreasing regard, 
tho* she never had been fortunate enough 
to hold any converse with her, from the jea- 
lous attendance of Sister Marie, who con- 
stantly watched all her motions. 



As 
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As they saluted each other, the agita- 
tions öf Hermine, raised by the transports 
of Lewis, caught the eye of the young no- 
vice ; for such she was, and within a few 
months of being professed. 

"Are you not well ?" asked she in a 
soft voice. " I am not ill,'* answered 
Hermine, " but a little afFected by parting 
with a worthy, good woman, who loves me, 
I believe ; and to those who like me, are 
deserted and friendless, an affectionate 
heart is an inestimable treasure, and cannot 
be left without occasioning a veiy sensible 
regret.** 

" I am exactly of your way of thinking,'* 
answered the novice, " the value of a good 
heart is incalculable. — But are you, indeed, 
deserted and friendless ? Ah ! . what a si- 
milarity in our Situation 1 But you are from 
France^ I am from England — a country," 

. L 2 exclaimed 
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exclaimed she^ tears dropping on her 
cheek, " I shall never see more ! '* 

Hermine extremely moved, had just 
taken her hand with a sympathising look^ 
when the officious, watchful nun appeared. 

'^ Holy St. Mary ! what is all this ? tears, 
melancholy, embraces ? — ^A fine seene this 
truly ! — Go mademoiselle Hef mine to your 
Chamber ;— and you," said, she, in a furi- 
ous tone, to the trembling novice, *^ do you 
follow me; I must come at the bottom 
of this tender comedy." 

The spirit of Hermine roße indignant 
against this impertinence ; — " h'ow," said 
she, in an elevated voice, ^{ is it criminal 
in this convent, for one young woman to 
shew civility to another ? On what ac- 
cqunt are we to be prohibited from common 
conversation with each other when we casu- 

ally 
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ally meet^ and thus to endure insult with- 
out having givenofFence ?" ' - 

^^ The Lady Abbess will änswer your 
insolent interrogatories/' replied ihe en- 
raged nun, ^* and to her, you may refer 
yourself.*' Then seizing the arm öf the 
trembling, shrinking novice, she almost 
dragged her theo* the cloysters ; — and left 
Hermine surprised, provoked, and exces- 
sively grieved, to* have been the cause of 
such rough treatment to the popr young 
lady, for whose fate she ialready feit much 
interest — whilst her dislike to the convent, 
and disgust to the unfeeling, insolent, and 
hypocritical Sister Marie, was considerably 
encreased. 

She did not, however, go to the abbjess. 
She had already witnessed on several oc- 
casions, the inflüence this woman had 
over her, the perfect coincidence of their 
sentiments, and the good understanding 

Jj 3 between 
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between them. — She was sensible she had 
nothing to expect from her justice, or in-v 
terference; and she detested her afFected 
kindness, and the duplicity l^gible in every 
Word and actipn. 

She saw that the buming curiosity con- 
stantly displayed to unlock her heart, and 
to become mistress of her secrets, being 
as constantly repulsed by an encreased re- 
serve on her part, had made ha: an object 
of suspicicÄi, hatred, md jealousy,—» For xt 
was evident, that the sisters and boarders 
had all been interdicted from any private 
conversation with her: as sl^e never tili 
this hour had been a single momeht alone 
with eitber the one, or the other, — ^the 
coDstant vigilant nun, closely following 
her Steps, both in the bouse and gardens. 

That a young English lady should be 
sent to the Ursuline Convent in the Forest 
of Ardenne, to take th^ veil, appeared to 

Hermine 
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Hermine a v^ stränge circumstance; and 
ßhe was alreadji^ assured by her tears^ and 
afFecting apostrophe, that the intended sa- 
crifice to a monastic life^ was by no means 
the preferable wish of the unfortunate no- 
vice, but die efFect of dqilprable necessity, 
or crud: compulsion. 

She was' 6k>wly Walking along the cloy- 
jBters^ her heart deeply interested on the 
object of her meditations^ whan she was 
Biet by Sister Therese, whose sweetness of 
manners had engaged the polite regards of 
Hermine, superior to any she had bestowed 
on the abbess, or any other of the sister- 
hood. — ^^ You seem to be disturbed and 
afflicted, my dear child; take courage, 
your misfortunes of whatsoever nature they 
may be, are not yet irremediable. Ob- 
serve my' advice, appear cheerful, and 
counteract suspicious ill-wilU Possibly I 
may visit your Chamber some evening— • 
mean time be discreet and obliging; the 

L 4 efFort 
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efFort will cost you little, andmay essen- 
tially contribute to your peace/' 

.Before Hermine coiilü reply, she darted 
out of sight, and presently appeared her 
former tormentor. " I expected that you 
had gone to your Chamber," said she, ^^ who 
is it you wait forhere?'* Hermine, tho' 
provoked, at the same moment recoUected 
the words of Sister Therese, and mildly 
answered.^ — " I neither wait for, nor ex- 
pect any one, it was simply for exercise 
that I walk here ; nor was I sensible of 
any impropriety in the indulgence — but 
your intimation shall be obeyed," and bow- 
ing her head, she took the way to her 
apartment. 

Equally astonished and delighied, by 
this unexpected mildness, and' apparent 
Submission, the wary sister congratulated 
herseif, on having, at length, subdued the 

haughty 
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haüghty spirit of this proud, friendless 
orphan. 

"Aha!" exclaimed she triumphantly, 
" severity^ I see, is the method- to bend an 
obstinate heart ; that simple novice has told 
some dismal tales, that have terrified her 
companipn, and my well-timed exertion of 
power over the trembling girl, has had its 
proper efFect here. Well then, my little 
dear, I shall not fail to improve your fears, 
until you find it • your interest to trust me 
withyour dearly cherished secrets." 

Thus delighted in the contemplation of 
' her own successful management, and anti- - . 
cipating the charming confidence she must 
one day obtain, she resolved by a proper 
mixture of authority and graciousness, to 
establish the idea of her power and conse- 
quence, in the mind of Hermine ; that she 
Dttight feel how much it was for her interest 
to make a friend of Sister Marie. 

L 5 Mcan 
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Mean time Hermine had retired to her 
Chamber^ not a little gratified by the kind- 
ness of Sister Therese ; and greatly inte- 
rested for the young English lady. — ^But 
neither the one nor the other dwelt upon 
her mind Iike the recoUection of the part- 
ing scene with Lewis. 

His transports agitated and confused 
her — ^her feelings were undescribable ;: — 
6he blushed, she was pleased. Yetpain 
was equally mingled with^pleasure, and con- 
scious pride revolted against the dangerous 
indulgence of being gratified by his too vi- 
sible admiration and tendemess, when she 
considered his Situation, and her own. 

*' Yet," Said she, involuntarily sighing, 
*^ both gratitude, and ajust estimate of his 
good sense, and afFectionate heart, justi- 
fies me in being interested for his 
happiness, and the cultivation of his 

« 

mind. 
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^^ I may, and do lament, that he is 
low-bom, — ^that he has been accustomed 
to the mean employment of wood-cutting ; 
but surely there can be nothing reprehen- 
sible in feeling pleasure, that the. natural 
abilities Heaven has blessed him with, 
should be improved ; and a possibility af- 
forded .to him of emerging from his very 
obseure Situation^ to a more decent and 
reputable (me. No, certainly, there is rio- 
thing blamable in my pleasurable ideas on 
that head ; 'tis a sentiment I owe to the 
kindness I have e;tperienced from him and 
his good mother." 

Having reconciled herseif on the nature of 
her feelings, by placing them as a debt due to 
gratitude, she did not choqse to investigate 
too closely into the motive that induced her 
to resign the tooth-pick case to the reposi-» 
tory from whence she had seen it drawn ; 
or the emotiohs she could not suppress, 
on beholding the extacy with which he re- 

placed 
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pl'aced it. It was all the simple efFect of 
gratitude ' ön . both sides ; and who could 
<:ondemn a sentiment so laudable ? 

'Tis thus that young mind§^ unhackneyed 
in the insidious arts of the world, too often 
deceive themselves, by encouraging their 
early prepossessions as a tribute to reputed 
merit; and simply as an act of justice due 
to virtues and accomplishments, which ex- 
ist sometimes only in their own imag^nations* 

Hermine saw not her danger, because 
early in life, she had been taught to dis- 
tinguish between nobility of birth, and the 
immeasurable distance the low,er. class of 
peasantry were thrown from their haughty 
lords. 

« • 

Pride of birth, and contempt for low 
and vulgär (synonymous terms in her vbca- 
bülary) people, had been instilled into her 
mind^ by the injudicious, seiTÜe attendants 

of 
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of her younger years ; by the elevated rank 
of her father ; and still more confirmed by 
the adulating civility she had experienced 
in the conyent, in which she was placed ; 
where the high price, and handsome pre- 
sents made by her father^ to the abbess and 
nuns, had procured her a flattering dis- 
tijiction, extremely dangerous to a young 
and undiscriminating mind. 

Happily Hermine had received from na- 
ture a sweetness ojF disposition, that in a 
great measure counteracted the efFects of 
an ill-judged indulgence, in a preference so 
gratifying to youth, 

■ 

She feit her own consequence indeed^ 
and süpported the dignity of high birth ; 
but if sometimes she appeared to be toq 
hanghty, she was never insolent. Good. 
humoUr, an afFectionate heart, and a bene- 
volent wish to see every one happy, tem- 
pered the appärent distinction her manner 

seemed 
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seemed to ckiini ; and tho' she was liever 
familiär, the Ipwest person in the convent 
might cominand her good offices, if sick, 
oppressed, or unhappy. 

Thus she was generally beloved for her 
generosity and beneficence, at the same 
time that she was an object of envy ; and 
niany were but too sensible of an iinjust 
distinction that mortified others, and ought 
never to he given in a public seminary of 
education, — ^where an undue preference to 
birth and riches, assuredly giyes rise to the 
most baneful passions, and is commonly 
foUowed by the most fatal effects. 

It cneates and nourishes pride, vanity, in- 
solence, and idleness. It engendei's ha- 
tred, malice and envy^ — it deadens every 
desire of improvement, — ^it mortifies the 
ingeniious feelings of a sensible heart, — it 
gives a check to vivacity, — ^and is a death* 
blow to emulation j — ^for where is the in- 
.; eitern ent 
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citement to study, or excel, in undiscrimi- 
nating youth, if rank, and wealth alone ob- 
tain praise and attention ? 

But to retum — the education of Her- 
mine having thus given her high ideas of 
birth, and the importance annexed to rank 
and titles ; not even the misfortunes of her 
family, nor her forlom, unprotected State, 
had in any shape rendered her forgetful of 
the distinction she had been accustomed to 
claim and receive. 

At first, when overwhelmed with the 
weight of her sorrows, when sinking under 
the irreparable loss of a dear and only pa- 
rent, among strangers, in an unknown part 
of the country, Ignorant even if she had 
the- means of subsistence, or what would 
be her destiny, — no wonder if in such an 
eventful moment, tlie pride of birth, and 
all worldly honours faded from her sight ; 
and threw her dejected and humbled under 

the 
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the rod of afflictiön^ that so severely 
wounded her tenderest feelings. But we 
have Seen, that though tremblingly alive 
to the kinflness of Agnes and her son, 
her native superiority of mind ro^e in- 
dignant against \he ostentatious, much 
vaulted charity, of the^ selfish, deceitful 
nun ; and the dignity of her maniler, oc- 
casioned a total ^change in the länguage of 
the latter. 

This pride, and this spirit^ now came 
to the.aid of Hermine, to curb the in- 
dulgence of the warm appröbation, of the 
tender sentiments, that had stolen unno- 
ticed into her soul in favoür of Lewis. 



She feit a little alarmed on the first dis- 
cövery^ of the favourable impressions he 
had made on her mind, for her keart, she 
was sure^ was perfectly free\ but having 
once reconciled the nature of her feelings, 
to the laudable and spontaneous efFusions 

of 
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of gratiticde, she grew entirely satisfied 
with her self-delusion, and found that it 
would be the height of i n-gratitude, were 
she to be iess anxious for his future ad- 
vantages, of which he was every way so 
deserving. 

So readily do young minds deceive 
themselves when foUowing the ignis-fatuus 
of inclinatipn^ atid so easily impose upon 
th^ir own judgtnent, when inexperience is 
added to the ingenuousness of their hearts, 
unenlightened by a knowledge of the 
World; or if^ still more unhappily, deprjved 
of a dear and tender mother, the best and 
safest guide for female honour . and 
happiness. 

Poor Hermine had early lost the inva- 
luable blessing of a mother's care. She 
could look backr with a painful recoUection 
of that dear parent, who used to press her 
to hei: bosom, and shed floods of tears 

over 
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over her. — She remembered the dreadfui 
period when she was tom from her anns, 
and left her appanently dying. — She still 
shuddered on recurring to that day when 
she was told that she had for ever lost her; 
the Impression was indelibly stampt on 
her mind — ^but time had meliorated sorrow, 
and the tendemess of a father h^id long 
since restored her serenity^ though it had 
not blunted her memory, 

. Hermine being at peace yrith herseif ia 
regard to Lewis, tumed her thoughts c»t 
her own Situation« llie advice of Sister 
Therese had a momentary eflfect whenr she 
so quickly met &e inquisitive nun; but 
when she was alone, so great was her dis- 
Kke to that woman, and so incapable did 
she feel to shew her any Submission, er 
civility, beyond what respect for herseif 
demanded, that she was angry at her 
own meanness, for temporizing with her 
insolence. 
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" No," Said she, " I detest duplicity — 
I cannot treat her with respect, or ap- 
parent complacency ; all I can. do is to 
keep from her, and when we must con- 
verse together, to resolve upon being 
coldly civil, and to guard against purposely 
offending her.'* 

That evening, when «he supposed the 
whole Community were retired to rest, and 
flhe had been passing several hoiirs in 
painful retrospections, the convent clock 
told the late hour, and she prepared to 
undress h«-self. She had scarcely began 
when a soft rap at her door made her start, 
but havihg no weak fears to intimidate 
her, she cautiously opened it, and beheld 
Sister Therese. *' My good mother,'- 
Said she, ^* this is kind indeed," 

^^ Go into bed, daughter," whispered 
the nun, ^^ and I will talk to you the 

meaa 



236 THE PEASANT OP 

mean while." Hermine prepared to obey, 
and Sister Therese proceeded. 

f^ From the first ihoment I saw you, I 
feit a prepDSsession in .your favour, and pity 
for your Situation, 'which I had accidentally 
heard described to the Abbess in the worst 
colöurs. A3 it appears that yöu are bound 
to reside in this conyent for two years, I 
am very desirous that you shoi^td pass that 
time as comfbrtable as ppssible." Her- 
mine was going to speak, with a loofc of 
äcknowledgment, — *' Be silent, daughter," 
öontinued*the nun, *^ and hear me. 

^^ 'The Lady Abbess has only been our 
superieure about two years. Her prede- 
cessor was an angel when on earth, for 
she had every virtue that a human being 
could possess, She was a Frenchwoman 
of noble birth, but that was her smallest 
claim to our respect and love; she was 
adored by all who knew how to appreciate 

her 
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her goodness and saiot^like virtues — she 
was respected and feared even by those 
who were incapable of imitating her.-^ 
Alas^ whatia change! but 'tis our .duty to 
bow in Submission to the will of Heaven.'* 

'Here the good nun told her beads, and 
crossed herseif devoutly, then resuming 
her discourse, said^— ^^ Our present süpe- 
rieure was elected from another convent, 
and was permitted to bring three nuns 
with her; both circumstances an imio- 
vation to the rules of this house, but the 
will of the bishop none could dispute. 

^^ Of these three nuns, Sister Marie is 
the chief selected confidant, and her power 
is nearly equal to that of the abbess; in 
truth, the latter is chiefly influenc^d by 
her intrigues, 

^^ It has fallen in my way to know that 
ypu have disobliged that powerful nun; 

and 
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and I am grieved to say, she is severe, ma- 
licious, and revengeful. These are bad 
passionSj my child, even among the in* 
habitants of a dissipated world ; but in a 
religious house they are intolerable, and 
greatly to be dreaded. 

f^ You must not enquire how I came by 
my information, 'tis sufficient for you that 
I am foitunately acquainted with the de* 
signs against you.** 

*' Designs against me!*' exclaimed 
Hermme. ' 

^^ Daughter, be attentive. — ^They are 
determined to develope your secrets — they 
have found, that wrapt up in reserve, you 
appear equally insensible to kindness or 
reproach. It is now resolved to carry 
things with a high hand — ^to intimidate 
you under such pretöices^ as they are ne- 

ver 
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ver at a loss for here ; for who dares ques* 
tion, or dispute the will of the abbess, 

/ 

^^ Unhappily, you informed them that 
it was the desire of your late father that 
you should remain höre, This is laid hold 
of as a plea to detain you, whatever cause 
you may have to wish for a removal — they 
will not allow you to be a free agent. And 
I understand that you are to have a Con- 
ference with the abbess to-morrow, when 
an entire confidence will be demanded by 
an authority. from whence there is no ap- 
peal. If you refiise, a certain small trunk 
of your's will be immediately 'sent for, 
and the contehts examined withöut reserve, 
and, possibly, kept safely — ^for you." 

^^ Göod Heavens !• ' cried Hermine, " is 
this a rdigious retreat? — 'Tis surely the 
abode of deceit and persecution ! " 

*^ Hear 
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" HeaV me out," resumed the nun. — ^ 
This Conference is tö take place to-morrow 
after Coming from the refectory, for so I 
learnt this evening. In the morning Fa- 
ther Francis will be here, he has humanity, 
and is a pious man; I*think, I am sure he 
will be your friend. At ten o'clock he 
Visits US ; do you be in tlie way , fequest to 
speak with him in private — ^he will not re- 
fuse, nor can even the abbess deny you the 
privilege of speaking to the holy father. 

*^ If you have any papers of conse- 
quence, or valuables you wish to have un- 
seen, seal all up, and solemnly give them 
to tlie father in trust for you, wifhout ex- 
pressing any doubts, or fears, relative to the 
abbess, or in any shape implicating me; 
for my punishment would be severe indeed, 
were it known I disclosed their secrets. nor 
would you be exempt from süffering. 

^^ Adieu, 
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^^ Adieu, my child, I can stay no longer, 
consider me as your friend, — as a friend to 
the fatherless. — ^Do not provoke the malice 
of your enemies, bear, and forbear; civility 
costs nothing, be firm, but gentle and 
respectful — so will yoü defeat the evil 
designs against you. — Farewell, may you 
rest safe ijn the protection of Heaven." — 
She then softly 'glided fi-om the room, 
and left the astonished Hermine to reflect 
on her friendly communication. 

* 

She. saw however, that no time was to be 
lost ; that action, not thought, was requisite 
to disappoint the illiberal designs of imper- 
tinent curiosity. Flinging herseif out of bed, 
she huddled on her clothes, and taking from 
the important trunk, the sacred packet of 
her father's, with some other papers, and 
things of consequence, she sealed them all 
up in one parcel, marking them as her 
property, and as a sacred deposit in the 
VOL. I. M hands 
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hands o( Father Francis, to be reclaimed 
and opened, only by herseif. 

She also wrote a few lines to Agnes, 
telling her what she had done ; and re- 
quested her to infoftn Lewis, and- also ^o 
preserve her letter, as a corroborating proof 
of the trust she committed to the good 
priest. She feit rather confused when she 
had written this letter. It implied a distrust 
of Father Francis ; yet she thought amongst 
such artfiil — -selfish people, she was justified 
in taking every precaution suggested by 
Providence. 

^ This busihess jcompleated, she retumed 
to her bed, but rested very ill ; and was up 
and vvatching for the good father, long be- 
fore he made his appearance. 

She began to grow very restless and im- 
patient,' when luckily as he entered, only 
two nuns were passing, and she hastily 

brushed 
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bnished up to him. — " I wish to speak to 
you, father, immediately." He looked sur- 
prised at her agitation, but waving his 
hand^ followed^her to her Chamber. 

She had no time to spare. — " You be- 
hold an itnfortunate orphan, who in the- 

m 

sight of Heaven, claims your compassiün 
and protection; my rights are sacred to 
your holy order, and I rely implicitly on 
your faith and justice. In the presence of 
that Being, who is a fath^ to the fathep- 
less, and the great judge of mankind, I 
commit this parcel to your trust, to remain 
^ in your care thus sealed, and unseen, tili 
I demand it from you ag^. — ^What say 
yoii^ father?" 

The astonished priest awed by the so- 
lemnity of her address, and thesingularity 
of the circumstance, was for a moment 
speechless ; ' but recovering, he took the 
parcel with one band, and placing the 

M 2 other 
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other devoutly oh his bosom, with his eyes 
uplifted/ Said, — ^^ la the presence of that 
Holy Being, I here solemnly engage to pre- 
serve this sacred depösit only for you. — 
Yes, daughter, such is my confidence in 
your honour, truth, and good principles, 
that I scniple not to recdve this charge^ 
arid pledge * my faith for its safety.'* 

^^ Heavßn will reward you/* said Her- 
fniiie, *^ -and from 'henceforth . let me 
reckon upon you as a parent/and a friend. 
Be silent in this convent as tothetrusti 
have reposed in yoü ; and believe, my good 
father, that 1 will justify your confidence, 
and deserve^your protection.'* 

^^ I will not questionit," retumed he, — 
she then gave him the letter for Agnes, 
^and was gratified by hearing him speak 
warmly in favour pf Lewis. But he had 
nö time to stop, he wished to conceal the 
parcel from Observation, and that was a dif- 

' ficülty 
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culty that had not occurred to her ; for- it 
could not be put in his pocket, or concealed 
unseen under his cloak. 

She had told him that imperlous neces- 
*sity compelled her to give it out of her 
possessioriy that very morning i—he -had 
no way then but to conceal it under his 
cloak, and go back iinmediately to the 
abbey, as having a^necessary duty to per- 
form, which would take him but a short 
tinle, and he should speedily relum* 

This account satisfied the porter; and as 
his foUowing Hermine had been unnoticed, 
the excuse passed current^ without any Ob- 
servation from others, 

When their usual repast was over, Sister 

Marie with an air of assumed consequenqe, 

.bid Hermine attend the Lady Abbeßs.r7- 

She could not suppress her emojtions at the 

expected order, and the nun seeing her 

M3 agitated 
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agitated^ was not a little pleased that her 
haughty spirit seemed to be subdued. 
With a maiicious smile she led the way^ 
whilst Hermine mentally blessed the good 
null who had prepared Her for this un- 
pleasant interview^ and prevaited the hoped 
for success from their nefarious schemes. 

The Lady Superieure received her with all 
possible dignity^ though she afi^ted an air 
ci afFability and protection in retuming her 
Salute. ' 

** Be seated^ my good child, it* is my 
wish to be conskiered by you as a taider 
parent ; — as^ a mother in whom it becomes 
you to place a perfect and unreseryed ccm- 
fidence. Add to this. that it becomes not 

4 

the dignity of this house to admit an kimate 
of whose name^^ family and ccMjnecticms, we 
are entirely ignorant.**^ • She paused^ Her- 
mine continued i^nt^ and she prooeeded. 
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' ^^.Do not mistake me, *tis by no means 
requisite that the whole Community should 
participate in your secrefs, *tis sufficient 
for them, that / can pronoimce my entire 
satisfaction in these points — ^tliat you com- 
municate to me (to a mother, entitled w 
be the reposUory qf your private history) 
every event of your life and circumstances, 
down to your stränge resideqce in that 
ruinoüs Castle^ and happy reception here ; 
where you niay proraise yourself linin- 
terrupted' quiet and happiness for ever— 
assuredly for that period you were com- 
,inanded by the saciied will of a father/ to 
retnain in this blessed retirement. 



^^ Speak^ my child^ speak, enable me by 
your candour luad confidence, tq silence 
the mürmurs^ and refute the malicious 
observations your stränge story has^ I have 
no doubt^ drawn on you very undeservedly." 
— ^This long harangue effectually disgusted 
Hermine, —• With a firm, but respectful 

M 4 mamier, 
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manner, che replied, " It was tne tvishy 
the intentiony of my late ever-belöved fa- 
ther, madam, that I should reside in this 
convent, not a command imposed upon my 
obedience; yet a wish once expressed by 
him, had with me all the force of a com- 
mand tö determine my choice.'* 

" No doubt, my good daughter, — ^you 
judge . perfectly right ; a single wish of a 
parent shoidd be held sacred, and indis- 
putably obeyed.'* 

*^ I have ever considered it in that light, 
madam^ and therefore it is, that I am 
cömpelled, both by duty and inclination, 
to refuse every explanation that may tend 
to disclose my name and circumstances, 
Until I arrive at the age öf one-and- 
twenty, the communication required of 
me, shall never pass my lips ; and even at 
that period, I do not promise my con- 
fidence, for I must be guided by circum- 

stances. 
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stances. And, as you, mad^, justly .ob- 
served, that unquaÜfied obedience wasdue 
to the will pf a parent, youy I am sure^ 
must approye of my reserve, when I assure 
you^ J strictly öbey the comraands of mine." 



. . t 



Nevf r was popr lady so disconcerted, so 
disappointed and mortified, as this dignified^ 
artfiil abbess. To have the tables so com* 
pjetely turned upon hei: — ^to have her own 
opinions, . her own words, retorted tp 
strengthen that* reserve she had intended 
to overthrow by aiFected kindness and stUr. 
died sophistry — ^to be thus huinbled by a 
girly rendered her for some minutes inca- 
pable of speaking. 

Hermihe thought to take advantage of 
her sijence, and rose to withdraw, making 
a respectful curtsy. This act of reverence 
recalled the attention of the abbess, who 
had just given way to the emotions of rage 
and malice she could no longer siippress. 

M5 ^^Stop, 
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*^ Stop, retum," exciaimed she, in a 
voice of thunder, and ringing the bell vi« 
olently, which brought in Sister Marie and 
two others of the junto, *^ resume your 
seat, mademoiselle, you shall not be dis- 
obedient ; neither will I be kept in ig- 
norance of what it becomes me to know. 
Do you, Sister Marie, go to this young 
person's Chamber, and bring from thence 
every thing that belongs tp her; and do 
you, mothers, remain at the door to pre- 
vent her from going out." Then tuming 
to Hermine, ^^^From compassion to your 
apparent distress I omitted a eustomary 
duty, that of having your Trunks and ap- 
parel looked over; now I shall most cer- 
tainly make the scrutiny — and you may 
too late regret the opportunity lost, when 
you might have made a friend of me.** 

Sister lyiarie retumed, aipid with a look 
of malice, said, ^^ By my truth, this trunk 
is considerably lightened since |t was 

brought 
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brought from the wood-cutter'a ; — ^it vfäs 
not for nothing that old Agnes hobbled 
here^ I believe/' 

» 
^^ What, is it empty ?'* a§k^4 the alarmed 

superieure. 

^^^ No,'' retumed she, setting it down^ 
*^ npt empty, but I remember it was plaguy 
heavy when it first came here. And as to 
apparel, there is no great matter of that, 
only decent necessaries ;-^-there is all I 
could find in her room, and I tumbled her 
bed up too." 

. The native pride of Hermine shone 
through her sparkling eyes. — " By what 
authortty/* said she, ^^ do you take. these 
liberties with me? as a boarder, my Cham- 
ber is an apartment no one has a right to 
enter into, much less presume to search, 
without my permission, which I assuredly 
shall never give to you." 

«It 
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^^ It Was by my authority," answered 
the enraged abbess — ^an authority indispu- 
table in this house, and extends to evety 
Chamber, as well a& over the conduct of 
every person entrasted to my care.'* 

^^ /, madam/' retumed she, ^^ was not 
entrasted to your cäre, I vohihtarily en- 
tered here as a boarder ; and my residence 
in this house c^epends upon myself-" ; 

4 f ■ • 

" We shall see that,** replied the 
haughty superieure, ^^ mean time I demaad 
from you the key of this trank." 

" Without acknowledging yowr ri^t to 
demand e^,. madam, I will open it before 
you, and you may satisfy an unwarrantable 
curiosity in my presence/' 

She immediately produced the key, um- 
locked the trank, and threw back the Hd. 
The abbess hastily drew out the contents» 

There 
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There was a quantity of very beautifui lace, 
some exceeding fine cambric, a small case 
with three degant diamond ring», a pair 
of small brilliatit ear-rings, a süperb, pocket 
boök with'^oM instruments, a piepe of 
beäutifiil embroidered cambric for a dress^ 
and a large purse which contained upwards 
of two hundred louis d'ors/ " Ä sum^*' 
Said Hermine, indignantly, ^-^ a sum suf- 
ficient to pay for whatever accommodations 
I may require in this house, er I should 
not have entered il, after Hearing such la- 
mentable complaints of 4,t& poverty . " 
_ s 

^ ^^ Poverty!" repeated the abbe^, 
' *^ whoever, mademoiselle, -was impertinent 
enough to teil you that this convent was 
poor, utteredan abominable falsdiood/' 

^^ Very possibly itmight be anuntruth/'* 

- retumed Hermine^ coldly.-^^^ 'But now, . 

- madam, . I presumei that I may tak^ back 
my property to my own apartment ; where, 

henceforth 
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henceforth np one i^all take the liberty to 
intnide but the person appointed to keep 
it clean.'* 



^ 



" I must' first ask you,'* said the 
haughty lady, " whether you have * not 
more property than is now. displayed ? — in 
one Word, whether you have not lightened 
that think of some things of v^lue since 
you came into this house?*' 

^^ I disdaih ä falsehood," answered Her- 
mine, " though I may well he excused^ 
should I decline to answer a question so 
unjustifiable ; but I frankly teil you, ma- 
dam, that since my residence in your 
house, I have deposited in safe hahds some 
papers and othei^ things of much con- 
sequence to my future prospects." 

^^ And why should you have jttdged 
such a Step n^cessary ?— Could those im- 

pwtant 
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portänt papers be any where so safe as in 
your own possession^ and in this house ?" 

*^ You must pardon me if I do not 
think mysdf bound to account for my 
motives for acting üs I have done, and heg 
leave, madam, to withdraw." She then 
hastily replaced the Contents of the trunk, 
took it up, and with a polite curtsy^ left 
the parlour. 

We shall not repeat the conversation 
that took place between the enraged ab- 
bess and the malicious Sister Marie. They 
concluded the deposit must be in the 
hands of old Agnes and her officious gon, 
and defermitied to break off the con- 
nexion; whil§t Hermine retired to her 
apartment^ not a little gratifled that she 
had thns disappointed and mortified the 
insatiable curiosity of the nuns, 

CHAP. 



/ 
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CHAB. VIIL. 



Ä 



GNES and ha* son tamedtheirre«-- 
Itictant Steps towards the forest^ both much 

r 

afFected by leaving Hermine ; and equally 
fiUed with secret emotions of jey, though 
the causes were difFerent. , 

Agnes was delighted that the jtidgmeiit 
of her young friend had determined Lewis 
to accept the protection of Father Fxancia; 
a plan so often wished for by herseif, and ^ 
, her. good Joseph^ though hopeless of efFect- 

ing 



ARDENNE FOREST. 257 

ing it, from their slight acquaintance 
with the priest, and the encreasing weakness 
of Joseph, that required his constant at- 
tendance to support his aged grandfather^ 
and comfort his drooping wife. 

, The long wished for object being now 
attamable, gave such spirits to Agnes, that 
she was insensible to the fatigue of her 
body, tili arriving at the cottage, she dropt 
into the arm chair completely exhausted. 

Themind of Lewis was whoUy occupied 
by the image of Hermine, the sweetness of 
her couutenance, the livdy interest she had 
taken in his concems, and above all, the 
kind'air with which she permitted hira to 
keep the precious little trinket, once in her 
own possession, — all these agreeable re- 
flections had kept him perfectly silent, and 
nearly insensible that his good grahdmother 
leaned upon his arm« 

When 
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When she sunk back in tbe chair^ Lewis^ 
was restored to bis recollection, and wonted 
attention — ^some of her cordial spiced wine 
soon recovered ber. and tben both .burst 
forth in praises of tbe good young lady. 
— ^Agnes was sure sbe bad added seven 
years to bier life. — ^^ I may yet live to se^ 
my Lewis a great man, — I am but sixiy^ 
seven, Josepb was seventy^nine^ and now 
my heart will be at ease; who knows but 
I may live seven years longer?" 

*' God grant, my dear motber,'* said 

» 

Lewisj ^' tbat yoor life may be spared to 
see tbe utmo^t eitent of tbose wisbes fiil« 
filled, tbat are really necessaty to your 
faappine$8. — But moderate tbem, 1 pray 
you, in what concems me ; onlj be assured, 
tbat if I am not successful in proportion t9 
your bopes^ at least I will never prove un- 
gratefiil to tbem — ^I may fail frcMn want of 
abilities, but never from want of diligence 
and good-will/* 

*«No 



• 



\ 
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** No/* cried Agnes, eamestly, ^^ no, 
you will not want abilities, I know you will 
be the pride of my old days5 — ^and I shall 
live to See you what you ought to be, — 
better, far better than a wood-cuj;ter." 

"Lewis smiled, but made xio reply, /w> 
hopes werfe not so sanguine, but he would 
not deprive her of indulging in her own 
castle-building fabric ; and therefore set 
about making the necessary preparations 
Ibr his residence at the Abbey of St, 
•Hubert. 

The Ibllowing day, v^i^ Lewis wis in- 
strueting Janette in all her duties for the 
comfort of his grandmother, whöm he was 
to leave after their dinner repast, they were 
agreeably surprjzed by seieing Father Fran- 
cis enter the cottage, " I bring you a 
letter,** said the good man, " I have been 
with your young friend at the oonvent/* ^ 
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^^ A letter!" exciaimed Agnes, ^^ good 
gracious, why we seed her yesterda^ — ^my 
heart misgives me sadly, — ^what can she 
write about ? - Here, Lewis, open it,. my 
fingers shaker.with fear." 

" Do not be alarmed," säid the father, 
^^ I left her we]l|^ and I dare say you will 
read nothing to give you pain.** 

Lewis had hastily looked it over. ^^ Oh, 
my-good fatherT* cried he, with strong 
emotion, " you are the friend and confi- 
dant of that lovely lady, Heaven be 
praised 1 she has a fViend, and that friend 
18 you."^ 

" Why dcat heart, I^wis, what is all this, 
teil me all about it ? -Why you are trans- 
ported, I think; what good has happened 
to the . dear lady ? Why sUre we are her 
friends too, I think." 

Lewis 
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Lewis delivered the letter, and tlie father 
related the events of the moming*; at the 
same time observing, that he had placed the 
parcel in a secret repository, which should 
J)e known only te Lewis and the iady her- 
seif, having labelljed it as her property, for 
fear of accidents to himself. — " And that 
repositoiy^'* added he^ ^^ is in the chapel.'*^ 

Agnes was much pleased/ thd: their cu- 
riosity was baulked, — rahd still more, that' 
through the good father, she should often 
hear from the dear'unfortunate young Iady. 

Lewis prepared to . accompaliy Father 

Francis; he was regularly to call on his 

dear mother twice a week, and if she 

.wanted him, Janette's father was to bring 

the message. 

r 

Agnes, when he tqok leave, with the 
tenderness of true filial regard, feit at the 
moment a pain at her heart that checked 

the 



_j 
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the exultation o( her mind, tho^ it did not 
enfeeble her hopes ; but the unbidden tears 
would flow, and prevented the articulaticxi 
both of her blessings, wofi her sanguine ex* 
' pectations. She wrung his band, and ran 
back into the hoiise, taking up Hermine's 
letter^ that it might have the efFect of a 
Gordial to renovate her S|Mrits. 

Lewis silently walked by the side of the 
good father,^revolving on the past, and the 
present.^ — ^He resolved on diligence and 
perseverance, and to the will of Heaven 
he referred the rest, with the same sen- 
'timent as Portius expressed. — 

" *Tis not in mortals to command (uccefsy 

" We may do more,— Endeavour to dcferve it.*' 

Whilst Lewis entered upon a course of 
study, that every hour enlightened his 
understanding and improved his judgment, 
Hermine found her Situation daily grow 
möre and more disagreeable, from the 

etemal 
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eteniat watching of Sister Marie," who 

* 

seemed her very shadow, and prevented 
her from ^olding the least conversation 
with the English novice, or the good 
Therese. The latter had paid her one 
more noctumal visit, and given her much 
good advice, calculated to make her pa- 
tietitly bear with her präsent discomforts ; 
but Hermine was not of] a disposition to 
submit uncomplaining to Öie disagreeables 
and indignities. she met with. She saw 
no one whose manners attracted her re- 
gard, pr who seemed to have a heart con- 
genial with her own, but the young En- 
glish lady; and she was determined by 
some means to obtain a free intercourse 
with her. 

Several fittitless atterripts were made by 
both parties, the constant Sister Marie 
was Forever al their^elbows — ^neither cold- 
ness, reproofs, or sarcasms had any efFed 
to tum ofF her vigilant attendance. The 

endurance 
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endurance of Hermine was at an end, she 
was tired and provoked beyond measure ; 
and one moming, while the resentfiil fit 
was strong upon her, she demanded an 
audience of the abbess^i ' 

We are veiy generally apt to realise our 
own wishes — ^the good lady thought the 
hour was come, when an unreserved con- 
fidence would plead for fiiture indulgence, 
for being permitted to cultivate the friend-. 
ship of the interesting Fidelia. She already 
anticipated .the completion of her own 
desires ; at the same time she was stüdying 
for the most evasive duplicity to connteract 
the secret widies of Hermine. 

When -the young lady entered, her form 
erect,' her colour raised, and an äir of dig- 
nified' resentment pervading eyery feature, 
the good lady was thrown out of Jier play ; 
and. when she stifiiy bended to her salute, 
was at a loss whether she should, appear 

gracious 



AKDENNE FOREST. 205 

gracioüs ör haughty. Hermine soon un- 
folded herseif. She was sufficiently ac- 
quaihted with the imperious teaacity alwäys 
observed when any points were discussed 
before the superieure of a convent, whose. 
Word was fate, mid ftom whence there was 
no appeal,— slie. founded her plan on a 
. different ground — interest, she was well 
assured, secretly influenced every decision, 
and every action, and from thence she 
hoped to derive the accomplishment of her 
wishes. 



" I come, madam/' said she, in a firiri 
voice, ". to infoiin you, that it is niy In- 
tention to leave your house. I obeyed the 
wish of my fäther« in Coming to it, but it 
never was his wish that I should endure 

such ilUtreatment as I bave bome here — . 

. f 

such as I will no longer submit to, and 
therefore I intend to leave you next week." 

VOL. I. N The 



\> 
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The Lady Abbess was thunderstruckr! 
the determined air and words of tbis 
haughty yoxing woman, had put to fligftt aH 
her assumed consequence ; but whilst she 
(vas struggling fbr words to answer thäs 
unexpected declaration, her indefatigaWe 
friend Sister Marie appeared. A Kttle en- 
couraged by such an auxiliary, she resamed 
her natural haughtiness, — '^ You will leave 
my house," said she, ^^ you complain of 
ill-tneatment — I don't understand yöu, rWÄ- 
demoiselle — ^what ill-treatment can yöa 
have met with from any one here?" 

^^Aha!'* exclaimed the sfeter, ^^ what 
is the young lady makihg complaints — 
presuming to remonstrate, and threatening 
to leave that hofy asylufn for whrch she is 
indebted to kindiiess and benevolence ?— 
Very pretty this indeed!'* 

^' 'Tis to the abbess I address myself,'* 
retumed Hermine, with a contemptuous 

look. 
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löol^, ^^ and 'tis of your ofiicious attend- 
iance, and impertinent conduct that I take 
the liberty to complain — or rather I. should 
say, to assign . as my motives for leaving 
this house; for complaint is unnecessarj^, 
when .we have the power of escaping frora 
the disagreeables that annoy us." 

Rage, maüce, and evciy vindictiye pas- 

-sion was legible in the countenance of the 

nun; but a look from the abbess sup- 

pressed the torrent ready to burst forth. 

Tliat wary lady pereeived from the en- 

creaaing finnnesg of Hermine, that lenient 

measures were more likely to succeed witli 

a spirit like her's than harshnass. The 

sum she had settled to pay for her bpard 

was too convenient to-be easily relinqnished. 

— ^The terms on which sh? was received 

into the conv^nt were known to Fath^r 

Francis, who, though a warm friend to the 

Community, and a little tinctured with cu- 

riosity, was yet a man of piety, of bene- 

N 2 volence. 
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volence, and integrity. He seemed much 
interested for the unfortunate orphan, and 
would doubtless- jnterfere in herbehalf, if 
applied to. Besides, there was the trou- 
blesome old Agnes, and her officious son, 
now linder the protection of the father ;— 
all these persons might make some bustle 
if any harsh methods were adopted, or if 
they attempted tö restram her by force. 

Every one of these considerations passed 
rapidly in the mjnd of the abbess, who, 
after* exchanging a few significant looks 
. with the nun, thought it expediert to adopt 
a change of measures ; like many other di- 
rectors, who wisely give up their opinions, 
and resign their power, when they are no 
longer enabled to support it with their 
usual consequence. Thegreat lady mildly 
Said, — ^^ Name your grievances, daughter, 
express freely the extent of your wishes. — 
St. Ursula forbid that I should deny tayou 

anv 
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äny mdulgencies compatible with the rules 
of our holy house.** 

^^ I request then to be freed from the 
attendance of Sister Marie ; she is not to my 
taste, I can dispense with her Company/* 

» 

^^ How ! not to your taste, — ^you are nice 
indeed. And pray why am I not to your 
taste, ungrateful as you are}'* exclaimed. 
the mortified nun, 

Without answering her, Hermine coolly 
proceeded,— ^^ I consider myself as per- 
fectly mistress of my own actions, of my 
own time, and at liberty to choose my own 
companions. Whilst I am a boarder here, 
I will never infringe on any just regulations, 
or disobey the general Orders of the b^ouse. . 
But if I remain in 'it, no one shall enter 
my^apartment without my permissioH, no 
one shall follow my Steps as a spy upoh my 
words and actions. I expect the liberty of 

N 3 selecting 



270 THE PEASANT OF 

selecting my associates, an^ being uninter- 
rupted with them^ at all times, conastent 
with decoruih, and the established niles 
which good order renders necessary. 

'^ On these terms, madam, I am willing 
to continue here untü I am of age ; and if 
permitted to make myself comfortable, I 
have no objection to adding ten louis d'ors 
yearly, to the sum you first demanded. — 
But I wHl ever preserve to myself the liberty 
pf quitting this convent, whenever I can 
no longer feel comfort or pleasure in re- 
maining in it/* 

^^Well, my dear daughter/' cried tlie 
abbess, whom tbe additional ten louis d'ors 
had prodigiously ,softened> ^^ well, my 
child, I see nothing very unreasonable in 
your desires. But I cannot allow you to 
misconstrue the zeal and kindness of Sister 
Marie, whose afFection for you introduced 
you to my consideration ; and whose atten- 

tions 
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tions to you are solely owing to fhe very 

» 

best motives, — gratitude for obKgingnessj 
is certainly a duty/' 

^^ Doubtless, madam," replied Hermine, 
^^ and whilst Sister Marie claims my gra- 
titude by obHging uttention^y I certainly 
shall not withhold it." 

i 

< 

^^ Very well^ very proper indeed, — ^but' 
who are the companions you wish to select^^ 
daughter?" 

^^ In the first place the young English 
Lady, Fidelia." — r*^ But she is a novice/and 
there mayhe some improprietyand no less, 
danger in an intimacy with her.'* 

^^ Neither the one nor the other ; I; pro- 
mise you'that I shall never. interfere with 
that destiny which seems to fix her for life 
in this house, if an act of her own choice, 
or proper from imperious necessity. She 

is 
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is olcl enough to judg^ for herseif — and my 
sentitnents, whatevcp they may be, shall not 
tend to make her uneasy^ or occasion to 
hen any painful regrets for the past, or 
dread- of the future." 

^^ You expressyourself very judiciously,** 
answered the but half satisfied lady, " I bcT- 
lieve^ Sister Marie, we may have confidence 
in these principles." The sisler bowed, she 
could not trust her voice, for passion * and . 
m^lice half choaked her, as ^lie ströve to .- 
repress their ebuUition from bursting forth.. 

Hermine having gained her point, with- 
a low curtsy withdrew, pleased with her 
success ; büt with encreased contempt and 
dislike for the selfish, mean abbess, and . 
her §till more contemptible confidantr. 

That very däy Hermine resolved to avail 
herseif of the permission she had obtained. 
When they met at the refector}'^, she ad- 

dres$ed : 
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dressed Fidelia, and invited her openly to 

* 

her apartment. 3urprise rendered her 
mute, she threw her eyes on Sister Marie, 
whowas present. 

" Will you not oblige ,me/' added , 
Hermine, " I am allowed by the Lady Ab- 
be^s to iiivite a companion sometimes." 

*^ Oh, yes, with the greatest pleasure," 
auswered Fidelia, with sparkling eyes, 
^^ how good of the abbess to pernlit such 
an indulgence!" 

^^ Well observed," said the scowling 
nun, ^^ treasure it in your mind, and let 
your conduct and behaviour merit such 
uncommon goodness." 

The meek Fidelia bowed with reve- 
rence to the nun, and foUowed Hermine 
to her apartment, not yet recovered from 
her first surprize. But the moment she 

entered. 
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entered, she burst into tears, and emtrac- 
ing her sympathising companion, exclaimed, 
^^ This is the first pleasurable moment I 
have known these three years !" 

Hermine soothed and cheered her, and 
immediately to tum the current of her ideas, 
related the past scene with the abbess ; cou- 
cluding with the promise she had made re- 
sp^cting her young friend. 

^^ Ah !" cried she, ^' you h^ijard npthing 
by that promise, my destiny i& iodjed irre^ 
vocably fixed — this is the only asylum 
ill fortiine has left nfte.rrr^And thai you 
m^y know the poör upfortimate you desigu 
bo notice, I wiji relate to you my simple 
Story, tho' I have never disclp&ed it höre." 

^^ Stop, my aweet friend," said |Ief HD^ne, 
^' do not suppose I have any impertinent 
unjustifiablc curios;ty tO pry into your af- 
faii's, or wish to give you the pain of re- 

lating 
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lating unpleasant events. — It is also proper 
that I should teil yoti that our confidence 
cannot be reciprocal. I cah communicate 
neither my name, stofy, or future views to 
you; — ^restricted by commands ever dear 
and sacred, I am myself Ignorant of what is 
to be my destiny, tintil I arrive at the age 
of one-and-tvventy. It.becomes not me, 
therefore, to investigate the story of other 
persons-, when I must appear to be wrapt 
np in reserve, and afFect ä mystery relative 
to my own afFairs.*' 

'^ You are equälly delicate and generous,"' 
replied Fidelia, ^' and I am more than ever 
inclined to relate the few events of my life ; 
because I am persuaded you have candour 
equal to your generosity^ and will neither 
despise nor reject the innoöent victim of a 
too rigid obs^rvance of those laws, said to 
be imposed by the rules of society, and le- 
velled against the peace and honour of un- 
ofFending, unfortunate beings like myself." 

^^ Despise^ 
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Despise, reject!" repeated Hermine^ 
nOj my heart already claims apquainlance 
with your's. You interested me from the 
moment. I beheld you ; and whatever may 
be the nature^ of your misfortunes, I am 
convinced neither blame nor reproach can 
be attached to you, so firmly are my sen- 
tunents rooted in your favour." 

^f Dear madam," retumed Fidelia^ 
^* may you ever, as now, be justified to 
yourself for your generous and liberal pre- 
possessions, the spontaneous efFusions of a 
good heart ; though allmv me to say^ so 
specious is deceit, so gilded is the snare 
that dances before the innocent, unsus- 
picious victim of duplicity, - that even the 
virtues of 'the heart are xendered subser- 
vient to the purposes of vice. This sad 
truth my story will illustrate." Fidelia 
then ^beg^n as follpws. 

END OP VOL. t. 
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